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4HE฀LITERATURE฀OF฀STEMMATICS฀IS฀RICH฀IN฀DISCUSSIONS฀OF฀TWO฀PHENOMENA฀
WHICH�฀ IT฀ IS฀ COMMONLY฀HELD�฀ RENDER฀ THE฀ORDERLY฀ ASSIGNATION฀OF฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀INTO฀FAMILIES฀PROBLEMATIC�฀EVEN฀IMPOSSIBLE�฀4HESE฀TWO฀PHENOMENA฀
ARE฀COINCIDENT฀AGREEMENT฀�WHERE฀UNRELATED฀MANUSCRIPTS฀SHARE฀THE฀SAME฀
READING�฀APPARENTLY฀BY฀SIMPLE฀COINCIDENCE	฀AND฀CONTAMINATION฀�WHERE฀
A฀MANUSCRIPT฀COMBINES฀READINGS฀ FROM฀TWO฀OR฀MORE฀MANUSCRIPTS	� ฀ )N฀
THIS฀ARTICLE�฀WE฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀A฀THIRD฀AREA฀OF฀DIFlCULTY฀WHICH฀CAUSES฀
CONSIDERABLE฀PROBLEMS฀TO฀THE฀STEMMATIC฀PROJECT�฀4HIS฀THIRD฀AREA฀IS฀THE฀
PHENOMENON฀OF฀MULTIPLE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WITHIN฀A฀TRADITION฀WHICH฀CANNOT฀
BE฀ASSIGNED฀TO฀ANY฀FAMILY฀BECAUSE฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀CONSISTENT฀PATTERN฀OF฀AGREE

MENT฀IN฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS฀BETWEEN฀THEM฀AND฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS� ฀

฀&OR฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀THE฀PROBLEMS฀CAUSED฀BY฀CONTAMINATION฀AND฀COINCIDENT฀AGREEMENT฀
SEE฀+ANE�S฀INTRODUCTION฀TO฀HIS฀EDITION฀OF฀THE฀!฀VERSION฀OF฀0IERS฀0LOWMAN฀�'EORGE฀+ANE�฀
ED�฀0IERS฀0LOWMAN�฀4HE฀!฀6ERSION�฀,ONDON�฀!THLONE�฀ 	�

฀4HE฀GLOSSING฀OF฀hSIGNIlCANTv฀IN฀THE฀FORMULATION฀OF฀THE฀PROBLEM฀�hOF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIlCANT฀SHARED฀VARIANTSv	฀BY฀THE฀PHRASE฀hNO฀CONSISTENT฀PATTERN฀OF฀AGREEMENTv฀
IS฀DELIBERATE�฀)T฀IS฀OUR฀CORE฀CONVICTION�฀BASED฀ON฀DECADES฀OF฀WORK฀WITH฀DIGITAL฀TOOLS�฀THAT฀
hSIGNIlCANT฀VARIANTSv฀ARE฀DElNED฀ENTIRELY฀BY฀HOW฀THE฀VARIANTS฀ARE฀DISTRIBUTED฀ACROSS฀THE฀
WHOLE฀TRADITION�฀4HAT฀IS�฀IF฀WE฀lND฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀VARIANTS฀WHICH฀ARE฀PRESENT�฀OVER฀AND฀OVER฀
AGAIN�฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀DISTINCTIVE฀PATTERN฀OF฀WITNESSES�฀THEN฀THOSE฀VARIANTS฀ARE฀SIGNIlCANT฀
�2OBINSON�฀i&OUR฀RULES฀FOR฀THE฀APPLICATION฀OF฀PHYLOGENETICS฀IN฀THE฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀TEXTUAL฀
TRADITIONSw�฀$IGITAL฀3CHOLARSHIP฀IN฀THE฀(UMANITIES�฀ ฀� 	�฀PP�฀ 
 	�฀4HIS฀DIFFERS฀
SHARPLY฀FROM฀THE฀PRACTICE฀OF฀TRADITIONAL฀STEMMATICS�฀WHICH฀PUTS฀CONSIDERABLE฀EFFORT฀INTO฀A฀
PRIORI฀ATTEMPTS฀TO฀DElNE�฀ON฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀THE฀VARIANT฀ITSELF฀�OMISSION�฀3UBSTANTIVE฀SEMAN

TIC฀SHIFT�	฀WHETHER฀IT฀IS฀hSIGNIlCANTv฀OR฀NOT฀�FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀%�฀6INAVER�฀i0RINCIPLES฀OF฀4EXTUAL฀
%MENDATIONw�฀3TUDIES฀IN฀&RENCH฀,ANGUAGE฀AND฀-EDIEVAL฀,ITERATURE฀0RESENTED฀TO฀-ILDRED฀
+�฀0OPE�฀4HE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀PP�฀ 
 	�฀)T฀IS฀ALSO฀A฀CRUCIAL฀TENET฀IN฀OUR฀WORK฀฀



��

4HIS฀ARTICLE฀DESCRIBES฀FOUR฀TEXTUAL฀TRADITIONS฀IN฀WHICH฀WE฀lND฀THIS฀PHE

NOMENON�฀AND฀REmECTS฀ON฀HOW฀EDITORS฀HAVE฀RESPONDED฀TO฀IT�฀!LTHOUGH฀IT฀฀
APPEARS฀THAT฀NO฀PREVIOUS฀SCHOLAR฀HAS฀ISOLATED฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀฀
WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIlCANT฀SHARED฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS฀AS฀A฀PROBLEM�฀OUR฀IDEN

TIlCATION฀OF฀THIS฀AS฀A฀CAUSE฀OF฀EDITORIAL฀DIFlCULTY฀IN฀FOUR฀UNRELATED฀MANU

SCRIPT฀TRADITIONS฀�NOT฀TO฀MENTION฀THE฀EXCEPTIONAL฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀THREE฀OF฀
THOSE฀FOUR	฀LEADS฀US฀TO฀POSIT฀THAT฀THIS฀PHENOMENON�฀THOUGH฀PREVIOUSLY฀
UNACKNOWLEDGED�฀MAY฀BE฀WIDESPREAD�฀)NDEED�฀IT฀IS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀PRESENT฀IN฀
EVERY฀LARGE฀MANUSCRIPT฀TRADITION�฀

&IRST฀IDENTIlCATION�฀THE฀/LD฀.ORSE฀NARRATIVE฀SEQUENCE฀3VIPDAGSMÕL฀

2OBINSON฀lRST฀OBSERVED฀THE฀PHENOMENON฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH฀SHARE฀
FEW฀VARIANTS฀WITH฀ANY฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WITHIN฀A฀ TEXTUAL฀ TRADITION฀ IN฀
THE฀ COURSE฀OF฀HIS฀DOCTORAL฀WORK฀ON฀ THE฀/LD฀.ORSE฀3VIPDAGSMÕL�฀3VIP

DAGSMÕL฀IS฀THE฀NAME฀GIVEN฀TO฀TWO฀POEMS�฀'R�UGALDR฀AND฀&J�LLSVINSMÕL�฀฀
NORMALLY฀APPEARING฀ONE฀AFTER฀ANOTHER฀IN฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AND฀LONG฀RECOGNIZED฀
AS฀FORMING฀A฀SINGLE฀NARRATIVE฀SEQUENCE�฀NAMED฀FOR฀THE฀PROTAGONIST฀OF฀THE฀
TWO฀POEMS�฀3VIPDAGR� ฀4HE฀TWO฀POEMS฀ARE฀FOUND฀IN฀SOME฀ ฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀
ALL฀DATING฀FROM฀AFTER฀C�฀ �฀ALTHOUGH฀THE฀TWO฀POEMS฀WERE฀ LIKELY฀COM

POSED฀AND฀lRST฀COPIED฀SOME฀TWO฀CENTURIES฀BEFORE�฀

4HE฀3VIPDAGSMÕL฀TRADITION฀HAS฀SEVERAL฀FEATURES฀WHICH฀MADE฀IT฀SEREN

DIPITOUSLY฀SUITED฀TO฀AN฀EXPLORATION฀OF฀STEMMATIC฀TECHNIQUES�฀&IRSTLY�฀AN฀
EXTRAORDINARILY฀HIGH฀NUMBER฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀ARE฀KNOWN฀FROM฀UNAMBIG

UOUS฀EXTERNAL฀EVIDENCE฀TO฀HAVE฀BEEN฀COPIED฀FROM฀ONE฀ANOTHER�฀&OURTEEN฀
OF฀THE฀FORTY
SIX฀MANUSCRIPTS฀ARE฀LINKED฀AS฀EXEMPLAR฀AND฀COPY�฀4HIS฀EVI

DENCE฀OF฀DIRECT฀lLIATION฀COULD฀BE฀USED฀AS฀BOTH฀THE฀FOUNDATION฀OF฀ANALYSIS฀
AND฀AS฀A฀CHECK฀UPON฀IT�฀4HUS�฀ONE฀COULD฀MEASURE฀THE฀SUCCESS฀OF฀A฀QUANTI

TATIVE฀METHOD฀BY฀THE฀DEGREE฀TO฀WHICH฀THE฀METHOD฀WAS฀ABLE฀TO฀LINK฀THESE฀
FOURTEEN฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀3ECONDLY�฀THE฀HIGH฀PROPORTION฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
EXPLICITLY฀ LINKED฀ TO฀ ONE฀ ANOTHER฀ SUGGESTED฀ THAT฀ THE฀ SURVIVING฀ MANU

SCRIPTS฀REPRESENT฀A฀HIGH฀PROPORTION฀OF฀ALL฀THOSE฀WHICH฀EVER฀EXISTED�฀7E฀
ARE฀NOT฀FACING฀THE฀SITUATION฀WE฀HAVE฀WITH�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀'REEK฀.EW฀

THAT฀WE฀BASE฀OUR฀IDENTIlCATION฀OF฀WHAT฀PATTERNS฀OF฀AGREEMENT฀ARE฀SIGNIlCANT฀ON฀THE฀MOST฀
COMPLETE฀COLLATION฀POSSIBLE฀�EVERY฀WORD฀IN฀EVERY฀WITNESS�฀OR฀AS฀CLOSE฀AS฀WE฀CAN฀MANAGE	฀
RATHER฀THAN฀ANY฀KIND฀OF฀SAMPLING�฀/N฀THE฀DANGERS฀OF฀SAMPLING�฀SEE฀0�-�7�฀2OBINSON�฀฀
i4HE฀4EXTUAL฀4RADITION฀OF฀$ANTE�S฀#OMMEDIA฀AND฀THE฀"ARBI฀@LOCI�w�฀%CDOTICA�฀ ฀� 	�฀
PP�฀ 
 �

฀0�-�7�฀2OBINSON�฀i!N฀%DITION฀OF฀3VIPDAGSMÕLw�฀$OCTORAL฀$ISSERTATION�฀/XFORD�฀ �
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4ESTAMENT฀WHERE฀WHOLE฀BRANCHES฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION฀DISAPPEARED฀OR฀LEFT฀
JUST฀ONE฀OR฀TWO฀REPRESENTATIVES฀BEHIND�฀4HIRDLY�฀AT฀ONE฀POINT฀IN฀THE฀HIS

TORY฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION฀HISTORY฀IT฀BECAME฀FASHIONABLE฀TO฀TURN฀A฀MANUSCRIPT฀
INTO฀A฀MINI
EDITION�฀BY฀WRITING฀VARIANTS฀FROM฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀INTO฀ITS฀
MARGINS�฀7HEN฀THESE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WERE฀COPIED฀SOME฀OF฀THESE฀MARGINAL฀
VARIANTS฀WERE฀COPIED฀FROM฀THE฀MARGIN฀INTO฀THE฀TEXT�฀THEREBY฀CREATING฀A฀
USEFUL฀ LABORATORY฀ FOR฀EXPLORING฀CONTAMINATION�฀&INALLY�฀ THE฀ TRADITION฀
WAS฀SUFl฀CIENTLY฀COMPACT฀� ฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OF฀A฀TEXT฀OF฀AROUND฀ ฀SHORT฀
LINES	฀FOR฀IT฀TO฀BE฀COMPLETELY฀TRANSCRIBED�฀COLLATED฀AND฀ANALYZED฀WITHIN฀
THE฀SPAN฀OF฀A฀DOCTORATE�

#ONSIDERABLY฀AIDED฀BY฀THESE฀ADVANTAGES�฀2OBINSON฀WAS฀ABLE฀TO฀PRO

DUCE฀THE฀TABLE฀OF฀RELATIONSHIPS฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀GIVEN฀IN฀&IGURE฀ �฀)N฀
ESSENCE�฀HE฀USED฀CLASSIC฀,ACHMANNIAN฀TECHNIQUES฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀GROUPS฀OF฀
MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH฀SHARED฀DISTINCTIVE฀�OFTEN฀NONSENSICAL	฀READINGS฀AND฀
HENCE฀FORM฀A฀DISTINCT฀FAMILY฀WITHIN฀THE฀TRADITION�฀2OBINSON฀ALSO฀USED฀
A฀DATABASE฀TO฀VALIDATE฀AND฀REl฀NE฀THE฀IDENTIl฀CATION฀OF฀DISTINCTIVE฀SETS฀OF฀
VARIANTS�฀7ITH฀THESE฀TOOLS�฀CROSS
CHECKED฀AGAINST฀THE฀EXTERNAL฀KNOWLEDGE฀
OF฀WHAT฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WERE฀COPIED฀FROM฀WHICH�฀HE฀WAS฀ABLE฀ TO฀ALLOCATE฀
ALMOST฀ALL฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀TO฀ONE฀OF฀l฀VE฀GROUPS�฀

FIGURE฀
4ABLE฀OF฀RELATIONSHIPS฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OF฀3VIPDAGSMÕL�

-ANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIFICANT฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS
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!LMOST฀ALL�฀BUT฀NOT฀ALL�฀3IX฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DID฀NOT฀lT฀INTO฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀lVE฀
GROUPS�฀)F฀THEY฀DID฀HAVE฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀VARIANTS฀CHARACTERISTIC฀OF฀ANY฀GROUP�฀
THERE฀WERE฀SO฀FEW฀VARIANTS฀�PERHAPS฀JUST฀ONE฀OR฀TWO	฀THAT฀THE฀PRESENCE฀฀
OF฀THESE฀FEW฀VARIANTS฀WAS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀MERE฀COINCIDENCE�฀(AVING฀฀
FAILED฀TO฀ALLOCATE฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀SIX฀TO฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀lVE฀GROUPS฀2OBINSON฀SOUGHT฀
EVIDENCE฀THAT฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀SIX฀MIGHT฀FORM฀SOME฀KIND฀OF฀AFlLIATION฀WITH฀ANY฀
OTHERS฀IN฀THE฀SIX�฀/NCE฀MORE�฀IF฀ANY฀VARIANTS฀SUGGESTED฀ANY฀SUCH฀AFlLIATION฀
THERE฀WERE฀SO฀FEW฀THAT฀THEY฀WERE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀MERE฀COINCIDENCE�฀฀
&URTHER�฀THERE฀WERE฀NO฀VARIANTS฀WHATSOEVER฀SHARED฀BY฀ALL฀SIX฀�OR฀EVEN฀
ANY฀THREE฀OR฀MORE฀OF฀THE฀SIX	฀AND฀NOT฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀REST฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION�฀
(ENCE฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀EVIDENCE฀THAT฀THE฀SIX฀DESCEND฀FROM฀A฀SINGLE฀EXEMPLAR฀
AND฀NO฀EVIDENCE฀THAT฀THE฀SIX฀MIGHT฀BE฀DIVIDED฀INTO฀SMALLER฀GROUPS�

(OWEVER�฀TO฀SAY฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀ANY฀SUCH฀AFlLIATION฀IS฀
NOT฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀TO฀SAY฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀SUCH฀AFlLIATION�฀4HE฀PROBLEM฀IS฀NOT฀
JUST฀THAT฀THESE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀SHARE฀VERY฀FEW฀VARIANTS฀WITH฀ANY฀OTHERS�฀)T฀
IS฀THAT฀IN฀THESE฀SIX฀THERE฀ARE฀VERY฀FEW฀VARIANTS฀OF฀ANY฀KIND�฀THEY฀SEEM฀TO฀
BE฀PARTICULARLY฀CAREFUL฀COPIES฀OF฀THEIR฀EXEMPLARS�฀ALL฀THE฀WAY฀BACK฀TO฀THE฀
COMMON฀ARCHETYPE฀OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION�฀/F฀COURSE�฀THERE฀ARE฀VARIANTS�฀
"UT฀THESE฀FEW฀VARIANTS฀ARE฀EITHER฀FOUND฀RANDOMLY฀DISTRIBUTED฀ELSEWHERE฀
IN฀THE฀TRADITION฀OR฀OCCUR฀NOWHERE฀ELSE�฀AND฀HENCE฀HAVE฀NO฀CLASSIlCATORY฀
POWER�฀(OWEVER�฀THIS฀LACK฀OF฀POSITIVE฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀AFlLIATION฀WITHIN฀THE฀SIX฀
CANNOT฀PROVE฀A฀NEGATIVE�฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀AFlLIATION�฀4HE฀SIX฀MIGHT฀REPRE

SENT฀JUST฀ONE฀OF฀DESCENT�฀OR฀AS฀MANY฀AS฀SIX฀SEPARATE฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT�฀

2OBINSON฀WAS฀ LEFT�฀AS฀ THE฀EDITOR�฀WITH฀A฀ TABLE฀OF฀MANUSCRIPT฀ RELA

TIONSHIPS฀WHICH฀SHOWED฀THREE฀CLEAR฀BRANCHES฀�WHOSE฀HEADS฀ARE฀REP

RESENTED฀BY฀3T฀8 ฀AND฀8 ฀IN฀&IGURE฀ 	฀AND฀THESE฀SIX฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀(E฀
DESIGNATED฀THESE฀SIX฀AS฀iMANUSCRIPTS฀NOT฀MEMBERS฀OF฀ANY฀GROUPSw฀AND฀
PLACED฀THEM�฀RATHER฀ARBITRARILY�฀AROUND฀THE฀CENTRE฀OF฀THE฀MAP�฀WITH฀A฀
LINE฀POINTING฀TO฀THE฀SIX฀COMING฀�AGAIN�฀ARBITRARILY	฀FROM฀THE฀LINE฀LEAD

ING฀TO฀8 ฀IN฀IN฀THE฀TABLE�฀

7HAT฀ SHOULD฀AN฀EDITOR฀DO฀WITH฀ THIS฀ INFORMATION�฀!CCORDING฀ TO฀ THE฀
CLASSIC฀,ACHMANNIAN฀FORMULA฀ONE฀SHOULD฀GO฀THROUGH฀THE฀TEXT฀WORD฀BY฀
WORD฀AND฀AT฀EVERY฀POINT฀WHERE฀THERE฀IS฀VARIATION฀ONE฀SHOULD฀LOOK฀AT฀THE฀
STEMMA�฀SEE฀WHICH฀VARIANT฀WAS฀IN฀THE฀MOST฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT฀AND฀DECLARE฀IT฀
THE฀WINNER� ฀4HIS฀WOULD฀BE฀hSCIENTIlCv฀EDITING฀INDEED฀�EXCEPT฀OF฀COURSE฀
IN฀THE฀ANNOYING฀CASE฀OF฀COMPETING฀VARIANTS฀BEING฀IN฀EQUAL฀NUMBERS฀OF฀

฀)T฀APPEARS฀THAT฀4ROVATO฀WOULD฀HAVE฀HAD฀2OBINSON฀PROCEED฀IN฀EXACTLY฀THIS฀MANNER฀
�0�฀4ROVATO�฀%VERYTHING฀9OU฀!LWAYS฀7ANTED฀TO฀+NOW฀ABOUT฀,ACHMANN�S฀-ETHOD�฀0ADOVA�฀
,IBRERIAUNIVERSARIA�IT�฀ �฀PP�฀ 
 	�฀4ROVATO�S฀CERTAINTY฀THAT฀HE฀KNOWS฀HOW฀TO฀EDIT฀
3VIPDAGSMÕL฀WITHOUT฀EVER฀HAVING฀LOOKED฀AT฀A฀SINGLE฀WORD฀OF฀THE฀POEM฀IS฀IMPRESSIVE�
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LINES฀OF฀DESCENT�฀WHERE฀ONE฀WOULD฀HAVE฀TO฀USE฀SOME฀KIND฀OF฀EDITORIAL฀
JUDGEMENT	�฀"Y฀THIS฀TIME�฀2OBINSON฀WAS฀VERY฀SKEPTICAL฀OF฀THIS฀PROCEDURE�฀
)T฀TAKES฀NO฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀THE฀FUNDAMENTAL฀RULE฀OF฀LECTIO฀DIFlCILIOR�฀THAT฀A฀hDIF

lCULTv฀READING�฀THOUGH฀PRESENT฀IN฀A฀MINORITY฀OF฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT฀OR฀EVEN฀
IN฀NONE�฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀BEEN฀THE฀ORIGIN฀OF฀hEASIERv฀READINGS฀FOUND฀IN฀MORE฀
LINES฀OF฀DESCENT�฀AND฀SO฀SHOULD฀BE฀SELECTED฀BY฀THE฀EDITOR�฀!S฀WE฀DISCUSS฀IN฀
THE฀NEXT฀SECTION�฀AT฀VERY฀MANY฀POINTS฀AN฀EDITOR฀OF฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀
WOULD฀HAVE฀GOOD฀REASON฀TO฀SELECT฀SUCH฀hDIFlCULTv฀READINGS�฀3ECONDLY�฀HE฀
HAD฀BY฀NOW฀COME฀TO฀THINK฀THAT฀THIS฀WAS฀NOT฀A฀STEMMA฀AT฀ALL�฀CERTAINLY฀
NOT฀IN฀THE฀SENSE฀THAT฀IT฀OFFERED฀AN฀IRON
CLAD฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀HOW฀THE฀
MANUSCRIPTS฀ RELATED฀ TO฀ ONE฀ ANOTHER�฀ 4HIS฀ APPLIED฀ ESPECIALLY฀ TO฀ THESE฀
SIX฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀)F฀THE฀SIX฀INDEPENDENT฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT฀WERE฀TREATED฀AS฀
INDEPENDENT฀FROM฀EACH฀OTHER฀THEN฀THEIR฀TESTIMONY฀MIGHT฀OVERWHELM฀
THE฀OTHER฀THREE฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT�฀)N฀PARTICULAR�฀IT฀MEANT฀ACCEPTING฀THAT฀
ANY฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀SIX�฀ALL฀COPIED฀LATE฀IN฀THE฀TRADITION�฀WAS฀THE฀EQUIVALENT฀OF฀
�FOR฀EXAMPLE	฀3TOCKHOLM฀PAPP�฀ ฀�h3Tv	�฀COPIED฀SOME฀ ฀YEARS฀EARLIER�฀
LIKELY฀IN฀)CELAND�฀PROBABLY฀ONLY฀ONE฀OR฀TWO฀COPIES฀AWAY฀FROM฀THE฀SINGLE฀
NOW
LOST฀MEDIEVAL฀EXEMPLAR฀OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION�

)N฀ THE฀ EVENT�฀2OBINSON฀ TOOK฀A฀PRAGMATIC฀ COURSE฀ AS฀ AN฀ EDITOR�฀(E฀
ELECTED฀TO฀USE฀3T฀AND฀ANOTHER฀EARLY฀MANUSCRIPT฀�h2Av	฀AS฀THE฀BASE฀FOR฀
HIS฀ EDITION�฀WITH฀A฀PREFERENCE฀ FOR฀3T฀WHERE฀POSSIBLE�฀ AND฀AS฀ THE฀BASE฀฀
FOR฀THE฀SPELLING฀OF฀THE฀EDITION�฀(E฀SOUGHT฀TO฀KEEP฀THE฀READING฀OF฀3T฀WHERE฀฀
POSSIBLE�฀WHEN฀IT฀WAS฀NOT฀POSSIBLE�฀HE฀LOOKED฀TO฀2A�฀AND฀WHEN฀NEITHER฀
YIELDED฀A฀GOOD฀READING฀HE฀LOOKED฀AMONG฀THE฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀�GUIDED฀
BY฀THE฀TABLE฀OF฀RELATIONSHIPS฀GIVEN฀IN฀&IGURE฀ 	�฀AND฀AT฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀OTHER฀
EDITORS฀�!N฀EDITION฀OF฀3VIPDAGSMÕL�฀PP�฀ 
 	�฀)T฀IS฀NOTABLE฀THAT฀HE฀DID฀
NOT฀ACCEPT฀ONE฀READING฀OCCURRING฀IN฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀SIX฀AND฀NOWHERE฀ELSE�

)T฀WOULD฀NOT฀BE฀UNFAIR฀TO฀SAY฀THAT฀2OBINSON฀SOLVED฀THE฀PROBLEM฀OF฀WHAT฀
TO฀DO฀WITH฀THESE฀SIX฀MANUSCRIPTS฀BY฀IGNORING฀THEM�฀)N฀THE฀CONTEXT฀OF฀3VIP

DAGSMÕL฀THIS฀WAS฀POSSIBLE�฀(OWEVER�฀THIS฀IS฀NOT฀A฀REMEDY฀FOR฀ALL฀OCCASIONS�

'EOFFREY฀#HAUCER�S฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀AND฀/

*OHN฀-ANLY฀AND฀%DITH฀2ICKERT฀ARE฀THE฀ONLY฀SCHOLARS฀TO฀HAVE฀PRODUCED฀
A฀COMPLETE฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀TEXTUAL฀TRADITION฀OF฀THE฀4ALES�฀A฀LABOUR฀
THAT฀TOOK฀THEM฀SOME฀TWENTY฀YEARS� ฀4HE฀RESULTS฀OF฀THEIR฀WORK฀WERE฀PUB
฀

฀*�-�฀-ANLY�฀%�฀2ICKERT�฀EDS�฀4HE฀4EXT฀OF฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES�฀3TUDIED฀ON฀THE฀"ASIS฀OF฀
!LL฀+NOWN฀-ANUSCRIPTS�฀VOL�฀ �฀#HICAGO�฀#HICAGO฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �

-ANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIFICANT฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS
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LISHED฀IN฀ ฀IN฀EIGHT฀VOLUMES�฀OF฀WHICH฀THE฀lRST฀TWO฀ARE฀DEDICATED฀฀
TO฀THE฀DESCRIPTIONS฀OF฀THE฀WITNESSES฀AND฀THE฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀THEIR฀lNDINGS฀AND฀
THE฀RESULTING฀GENETIC฀GROUPS�฀4HEIR฀GROUPING฀OF฀WITNESSES฀OF฀THE฀4ALES฀IS฀
ONE฀OF฀THE฀TWO฀MOST฀ENDURING฀CONCLUSIONS฀REACHED฀BY฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICK

ERT�฀ )T฀WAS฀ALSO฀ THEIR฀OPINION฀ THAT฀.ATIONAL฀,IBRARY฀OF฀7ALES฀0ENIARTH฀

D฀�(ENGWRT�฀(G	฀HAD฀THE฀BEST฀EXTANT฀TEXT฀OF฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀AND฀
USED฀THIS฀MANUSCRIPT฀AS฀THEIR฀BASE
TEXT�

%VEN฀THOUGH฀THEIR฀GROUPINGS฀PRESENT฀CONSIDERABLE฀PROBLEMS�฀THEIR฀
BASIC฀STRUCTURE฀HAS฀BEEN฀RETAINED฀AND฀USED฀BY฀EVERY฀SCHOLAR฀AFTER฀THEM�฀
6ANCE฀2AMSEY�฀ FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀POINTS฀OUT฀ THAT฀BEFORE฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀
THE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀THE฀STUDIES฀CARRIED฀OUT฀ENDED฀UP฀BY฀CONCLUDING฀A฀BINARY฀
CLASSIlCATION฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀A฀CONDITION฀AVOIDED฀BY฀THEIR฀CLASSIlCA

TION� ฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀ALSO฀MADE฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀CONTRIBUTION฀TO฀THE฀
RElNEMENT฀OF฀THE฀STEMMATIC฀METHOD฀�AND฀PART฀OF฀THE฀BASIS฀FOR฀THE฀.EW฀
3TEMMATICS	�฀4HEY฀PROPOSED฀THAT฀NOT฀ONLY฀DO฀ERRORS฀HAVE฀TO฀BE฀TAKEN฀INTO฀
ACCOUNT฀WHEN฀ESTABLISHING฀ RELATIONSHIPS฀BETWEEN฀ TEXTS�฀BUT฀ALSO฀AGREE

MENTS฀IN฀POSSIBLY฀hCORRECTv฀READINGS�

)T฀FOLLOWS฀THAT฀FOR฀THEIR฀OWN฀RESEARCH฀AND฀FOR฀THE฀CLASSIlCATION฀OF฀THE฀
WITNESSES�฀ THEY฀ USED฀ ALL฀ AGREEMENTS฀ AND฀ IDENTIlED฀ THOSE฀ WHICH฀ THEY฀
REGARDED฀AS฀INDICATIVE฀OF฀WHAT฀THEY฀CALLED฀hVARIATIONAL฀GROUPSv�฀)N฀THEIR฀
WORDING�฀THESE฀INDICATIVE฀AGREEMENTS฀MUST฀BE฀hPERSISTENTv฀AND฀hCON

SISTENTv฀ TO฀HAVE฀POTENTIAL฀ TO฀SHOW฀THE฀RELATIONSHIPS฀BETWEEN฀GENETIC฀
GROUPS� ฀!SIDE฀FROM฀THE฀IMPORTANCE฀THAT฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀CONFERRED฀
UPON฀(ENGWRT�฀THEY฀ALSO฀SHOWED฀THAT฀THERE฀WERE฀CERTAIN฀OTHER฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀THAT฀WERE฀ESPECIALLY฀RELEVANT�฀)N฀THE฀END�฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀PRO

POSED฀FOUR฀MAIN฀GROUPS฀�A฀B฀C฀D	฀AND฀AN฀AGGLOMERATION฀OF฀UNCLASSIlED฀
MANUSCRIPTS�฀4HEIR฀CLASSIlCATION฀HAS฀BEEN฀IN฀USE฀SINCE฀THE฀PUBLICATION฀
OF฀THEIR฀WORK฀IN฀ �

$ESPITE฀THIS฀MASSIVE฀EFFORT�฀AND฀THE฀BROAD฀ACCEPTANCE฀OF฀-ANLY฀AND฀
2ICKERT�S฀MAJOR฀CONCLUSIONS฀ABOUT฀THE฀VALUE฀AND฀(ENGWRT฀AND฀THE฀FOUR฀
MAJOR฀GROUPS�฀THEIR฀EDITION฀HAS฀BEEN฀ADMIRED฀RATHER฀THAN฀USED�฀i.O฀
#HAUCER฀EDITION฀BEFORE฀IT฀;-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT�S=฀HAD฀BEEN฀SUPPORTED฀BY฀
SUCH฀AN฀ELABORATE฀APPARATUS�฀SIX฀VOLUMES฀TO฀ACCOMPANY฀TWO฀OF฀TEXTw� ฀
AND฀PERHAPS฀ITS฀SHEER฀VOLUME฀WAS฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀REASONS฀THAT฀TEXTUAL฀CRITICS฀

฀6�฀2AMSEY�฀4HE฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀4EXT฀OF฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES�฀&IRST฀%D�฀,AMPETER�฀
7ALES�฀%DWIN฀-ELLEN฀0RESS�฀ �฀P�฀ �

฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀EDS�฀4HE฀4EXT฀OF฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES�฀)฀ �
฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀EDS�฀4HE฀4EXT฀OF฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES�฀)฀ �
฀'�฀+ANE�฀i*OHN฀-�฀-ANLY฀AND฀%DITH฀2ICKERTw�฀IN฀%DITING฀#HAUCER�฀4HE฀'REAT฀4RADI


TION�฀%D�฀0AUL฀'�฀2UGGIERS�฀.ORMAN�฀/KLAHOMA�฀0ILGRIM฀"OOKS�฀ �฀P�฀ �
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MADE฀LITTLE฀USE฀OF฀IT� ฀4HE฀RECEPTION฀OF฀THEIR฀WORK฀WAS฀ALSO฀INmUENCED฀BY฀
THE฀OPINIONS฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀DOUBTED฀THEIR฀METHODOLOGY�฀+ANE�฀FOR฀EXAM

PLE�฀REPEATEDLY฀ACCUSED฀THEM฀OF฀MAKING฀MISTAKES�฀SUCH฀AS฀USING฀3KEAT�S฀
3TUDENT฀%DITION฀AS฀THEIR฀BASE฀FOR฀COLLATION฀WHEN฀THIS฀WAS฀AN฀UNORIGINAL฀
TEXT฀OR฀FOR฀SUPPOSEDLY฀ASSUMING฀THAT฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀VARIATION฀IS฀UNIFORM฀
AMONG฀WITNESSES� ฀7HAT฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀WERE฀LOOKING฀FOR฀WAS฀EVI

DENCE฀OF฀NON
RANDOM฀VARIATION฀WHICH฀WAS฀NOT฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀AGREEMENT฀
BY฀COINCIDENCE�฀THUS฀THEIR฀INTEREST฀IN฀hCONSISTENCY�v฀

0ERHAPS฀ THE฀MAJOR฀REASON฀THEIR฀EDITION฀HAS฀NOT฀HAD฀THE฀USE฀ THEY฀
WOULD฀HAVE฀WISHED฀IS฀THE฀EXTRAORDINARY฀COMPLEXITY฀OF฀THE฀PICTURE฀OF฀
MANUSCRIPT฀ RELATIONS฀ THEY฀GIVE�฀4HEY฀CHOOSE฀ TO฀PRESENT฀ THEIR฀ANALY

SIS฀TALE฀BY฀TALE�฀AND฀THE฀RESULT฀IS฀THAT฀WE฀ARE฀OFFERED฀SOME฀THIRTY
NINE฀
SEPARATE฀HISTORIES�฀EACH฀ONE฀OF฀THEM฀DIFFERENT฀FROM฀EACH฀OTHER�฀-ANLY฀
AND฀2ICKERT฀EXPLAIN฀THIS฀�AS฀HAVE฀MANY฀FOLLOWING฀THEM	฀BY฀ARGUING฀THAT฀
THIS฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THIS฀IS฀BECAUSE฀OF฀hPART
PUBLICATIONv�฀THAT฀THE฀SEPARATE฀
PARTS฀ WERE฀ ORIGINALLY฀ PUBLISHED฀ SEPARATELY�฀ AND฀ THIS฀ IS฀ WHY฀ THE฀ HISTO

RIES฀ARE฀DISTINCT�฀9ET�฀THIS฀PICTURE฀OF฀PART
PUBLICATION฀IS฀CONTRADICTED�฀AS฀
NOTED฀ABOVE�฀BY฀THE฀EVIDENCE฀THAT฀THEIR฀FOUR฀CONSTANT฀GROUPS฀ARE฀INDEED฀
CONSTANT�฀THEY฀APPEAR฀IN฀EVERY฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀SEPARATE฀HISTORIES�฀(OW฀IS฀THIS฀
POSSIBLE฀IF฀THE฀HISTORIES฀ARE฀SEPARATE�฀)NDEED�฀AS฀WE฀GO฀FROM฀TO฀PART�฀A฀
PATTERN฀EMERGES�฀4HE฀SAME฀CONSTANT฀GROUPS�฀AND฀SOME฀PAIRS�฀DO฀APPEAR฀
IN฀EVERY฀PART฀HISTORY�฀"UT฀IN฀EACH฀PART฀THERE฀APPEARS฀TO฀BE฀A฀LOOSE฀SET฀OF฀
MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH฀USUALLY฀STAND฀APART฀FROM฀THE฀CONSTANT฀GROUPS�฀BUT฀
WHOSE฀RELATIONSHIPS฀WITH฀EACH฀OTHER฀VARY฀FROM฀PART฀TO฀PART�฀4HUS�฀THEY฀
ASSIGN฀/XFORD฀#HRISTCHURCH฀-3฀ ฀�#H	฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀RELATIONSHIPS฀
IN฀FOUR฀PARTS�
n฀)N฀THE฀'ENERAL฀0ROLOGUE�฀IT฀IS฀WITH฀(G฀%L฀'G฀$O4O �฀AS฀NOT฀SHARING฀
AN฀ANCESTOR฀FROM฀WHICH฀THE฀OTHER฀ ฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DESCEND�฀AND฀HENCE฀
PERHAPS฀INDEPENDENTLY฀DESCENDED฀FROM฀THE฀ARCHETYPE

฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀'ERMAINE฀$EMPSTER�฀i-ANLY�S฀#ONCEPTION฀OF฀THE฀%ARLY฀(ISTORY฀OF฀THE฀
#ANTERBURY฀4ALESw�฀0-,!�฀ ฀� 	�฀PP�฀ 
 �฀HAS฀POINTED฀OUT฀THAT฀ONE฀MUST฀BE฀-ANLY฀
TO฀UNDERSTAND฀ THE฀ FOUR
HUNDRED฀PAGE฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀ THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀ IN฀VOLUME฀ ))�฀/NE฀฀
NEEDS฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀JUST฀WHAT฀IS฀MEANT฀BY฀CD�฀AND฀HOW฀THIS฀DIFFERS฀FROM฀CD
�฀AND฀HOW฀
BOTH฀DIFFER฀FROM฀ CD�฀!฀KEY฀IS฀GIVEN฀ON฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT�฀VOLUME฀ �฀PP�฀ 
 ฀TO฀ALL฀THE฀
hCONSTANT฀PAIRSv฀AND฀hCONSTANT฀GROUPSv฀REPRESENTED฀BY฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT�S฀CONVENTIONS�฀
THIS฀KEY฀IS฀NOT฀SET฀OUT฀CLEARLY�฀AND฀SO฀DENSE฀ARE฀THE฀REFERENCES฀TO฀THESE฀PAIRS฀AND฀GROUPS฀
THAT฀THE฀READER฀IS฀SOON฀FATIGUED฀WITH฀MOVING฀BACK฀AND฀FORTH฀FROM฀THE฀TEXT฀TO฀THE฀KEY�

฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀DID฀NOT฀ASSERT฀THIS�฀)NSTEAD฀THE฀QUOTE฀PROVIDED฀BY฀+ANE฀STATES฀
THAT฀i4HE฀LAW฀OF฀PROBABILITY฀IS฀SO฀STEADY฀IN฀ITS฀WORKING฀THAT฀ONLY฀GROUPINGS฀OF฀CLAS

SIlCATORY฀VALUE฀HAVE฀THE฀REQUISITE฀PERSISTENCE฀AND฀CONSISTENCY฀TO฀BE฀TAKEN฀AS฀GENETIC฀
GROUPS฀� � 	w�
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n฀)N฀THE฀-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀IT฀APPEARS฀ON฀ITS฀OWN�฀AS฀REPRESENTING฀A฀LINE฀OF฀
DESCENT฀DISTINCT฀FROM฀%L฀(G฀�WHICH฀REPRESENT฀TWO฀OTHER฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT	�฀
WITH฀'G฀NOW฀GROUPING฀WITH฀MSS฀!D �(A ฀AND฀4O ฀APPARENTLY฀CONTAMI

NATED฀BY฀%L
n฀)N฀THE฀7IFE฀OF฀"ATH�S฀0ROLOGUE�฀#H฀APPEARS฀TO฀JOIN฀A฀GROUP฀MADE฀UP฀OF฀
!D �(A ฀2A ฀4C ฀'L�฀BUT฀THEN฀THEY฀APPEAR฀TO฀QUALIFY฀THIS฀BY฀ASSERTING฀
THAT฀AT฀SOME฀POINT฀�THEIR฀ARGUMENT฀IS฀HERE฀UNCLEAR	฀IT฀SHIFTS฀ALLEGIANCE฀
FROM฀THIS฀GROUP฀TO฀A฀DISTINCT฀GROUP฀COMPOSED฀OF฀(G฀(T฀"O
n฀)N฀THE฀.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀4ALE�฀#H฀APPEARS฀TO฀COME฀FROM฀THE฀SAME฀EXEMPLAR฀
AS฀(G฀%L฀'G฀!D ฀AND฀THE฀A฀GROUP�

/NE฀NOTICES฀THAT฀IN฀ALL฀FOUR฀CASES�฀#H฀IS฀LINKED฀TO฀(G�฀AND฀IN฀SEVERAL฀TO฀
%L�฀7E฀HIGHLIGHT฀THESE฀THREE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀FOR฀SEVERAL฀REASONS�฀(G฀�(ENG

WRT	฀HAS฀BEEN฀LONG฀ACKNOWLEDGED฀AS฀PRESENTING฀AN฀EXCELLENT฀TEXT�฀AND฀IT฀
HAS฀BEEN฀RECENTLY฀SUGGESTED฀THAT฀BOTH฀(G฀AND฀%L฀�THE฀%LLESMERE฀#HAUCER฀฀
MANUSCRIPT�฀(UNTINGTON฀LIBRARY�฀3AN฀-ARINO	฀WERE฀BOTH฀WRITTEN฀BY฀!DAM฀฀
0INKHURST�฀WHO฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀BEARING฀THE฀NAME฀h!DAMv�฀WHICH฀MAY฀MAKE฀
HIM฀THE฀h!DAM฀SCRIVEYNv฀ADDRESSED฀AS฀HIS฀ SCRIBE฀ IN฀A฀POEM฀BY฀#HAU

CER�฀MAY฀HAVE฀WORKED฀AS฀#HAUCER�S฀SCRIBE฀IN฀THE฀,ONDON฀CUSTOMS฀HOUSE฀฀
FROM฀ ฀TO฀ � ฀4HIS฀WOULD฀PLACE฀THE฀COPYING฀OF฀BOTH฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
VERY฀CLOSE฀TO฀#HAUCER฀HIMSELF�฀7E฀ADD฀#H฀TO฀THIS฀PAIR฀BECAUSE฀IN฀ALL฀SEC

TIONS฀OF฀THE฀4ALES฀ANALYZED฀BY฀US฀SO฀FAR�฀#H฀%L฀(G฀FORM฀AN฀EXTRAORDINARILY฀
CLOSE฀TRIO�฀OVER฀AND฀OVER฀SHARING฀VARIANTS฀OFTEN฀FOUND฀NOWHERE฀ELSE฀OR฀IN฀
VERY฀FEW฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�

"ECAUSE฀OF฀THE฀LIKELY฀CLOSENESS฀OF฀THESE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀TO฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀
OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION�฀A฀POSSIBLE฀EXPLANATION฀FOR฀THESE฀INCONSISTENCIES฀
PRESENTS฀ITSELF�฀7E฀NOTE฀ABOVE฀THAT฀THE฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT฀GROUPINGS฀DO฀
NOT฀RELY฀SOLELY฀ON฀ERRORS฀TO฀ESTABLISH฀GENETIC฀AFlLIATIONS�฀)NDEED�฀THIS฀IS฀
ONE฀OF฀THEIR฀STRONG฀POINTS�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀DANGER฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀EDITORS฀MAY฀
FAIL฀TO฀REALIZE฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀IN฀THE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀AN฀ARCHETYPAL฀READING฀AND฀
ATTEMPT฀TO฀CLASSIFY฀AND฀GROUP฀TEXTS฀BASED฀ON฀SUCH฀READINGS�฀!RCHETYPAL฀
VARIANTS฀ARE฀NON
CLASSIlCATORY฀FROM฀A฀STEMMATIC฀PERSPECTIVE฀BECAUSE฀
THEY฀COULD฀BE฀�AND฀SHOULD฀BE฀EXPECTED฀TO฀BE	฀DISTRIBUTED฀IN฀ALL฀PARTS฀
OF฀THE฀TRADITION�฀/NLY฀VARIATION฀THAT฀HAS฀BEEN฀INTRODUCED฀BELOW฀THE฀
ARCHETYPE฀ IS฀ SIGNIFICANT฀ FOR฀ THE฀ CLASSIFICATION฀ OF฀ WITNESSES฀ INTO฀ DIS

TINCT฀FAMILY฀GROUPINGS�฀4HUS�฀IT฀MIGHT฀BE฀THAT฀WHAT฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICK

ERT฀SEE฀AS฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀AFlLIATION฀MIGHT฀SIMPLY฀BE฀AGREEMENT฀IN฀ANCES

TRAL฀READINGS฀IN฀THE฀GROUP฀(G฀%L฀#H฀�JOINED฀OFTEN฀BY฀'G฀!D ฀(T฀AND฀฀
OTHERS	�

฀,�฀-OONEY�฀i#HAUCER�S฀3CRIBEw�฀3PECULUM�฀ ฀� 	�฀PP�฀ 
 �
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3INCE฀ �฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀0ROJECT�฀NOW฀LED฀BY฀THE฀CO
AUTHORS฀
OF฀THIS฀ARTICLE�฀HAS฀BEEN฀FOLLOWING฀IN฀THE฀FOOTSTEPS฀OF฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICK

ERT�฀4HERE฀IS฀MUCH฀IN฀COMMON฀WITH฀OUR฀APPROACH฀AND฀THAT฀OF฀-ANLY฀
AND฀2ICKERT�฀,IKE฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT�฀WE฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀TO฀BASE฀
OUR฀ANALYSIS฀ON฀THE฀VARIANTS฀AT฀EVERY฀WORD฀IN฀EVERY฀WITNESS�฀,IKE฀THEM�฀
WE฀THINK฀WE฀SHOULD฀DISREGARD฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀ORIGINALITY฀IN฀SEEKING฀TO฀
ESTABLISH฀CONSISTENT฀GROUPINGS฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀AND฀WE฀SHOULD฀BASE฀THESE฀
GROUPINGS฀ON฀hPERSISTENTv฀AND฀hCONSISTENTv฀ATTESTATION฀OF฀WITNESS฀GROUP

INGS฀n฀THOUGH฀WE฀ARE฀ACUTELY฀AWARE฀THAT฀SOME฀OF฀THESE฀GROUPINGS฀MAY฀
BE฀IN฀VARIANTS฀ANCESTRAL฀TO฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION�฀AND฀SO฀NOT฀INDICATIVE฀OF฀
FAMILIES฀WITHIN฀THE฀TRADITION�฀!S฀OF฀THIS฀DATE�฀FOUR฀OF฀THE฀SEPARATE฀PARTS฀
OF฀THE฀4ALES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀FULLY฀COLLATED�฀ANALYZED฀AND฀PUBLISHED�฀THE฀FOUR฀
PARTS฀'ENERAL฀0ROLOGUE�฀-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀7IFE฀OF฀"ATH�S฀0ROLOGUE฀AND฀.UN�S฀
0RIEST�S฀4ALE�

&OR฀ THESE฀ SECTIONS฀WE฀ARE฀ABLE฀ TO฀COMPARE฀DIRECTLY฀OUR฀ RESULTS฀WITH฀
THOSE฀OF฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT�฀&IRSTLY�฀WE฀CONlRM฀THE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀THE฀FOUR฀
hCONSTANT฀GROUPSv฀A฀B฀C฀D�฀CLEARLY฀PRESENT฀IN฀EACH฀SECTION฀WITH฀THE฀SAME฀
CORE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀IDENTIlED฀BY฀-ANLY฀AND฀2ICKERT�฀3ECONDLY�฀WE฀FOUND฀
OURSELVES฀CONFRONTED฀DIRECTLY฀WITH฀THE฀SAME฀PHENOMENON฀WHICH฀-ANLY฀
AND฀2ICKERT฀FOUND�฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH฀DO฀NOT฀BELONG฀TO฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀
CONSTANT฀GROUPS฀BUT฀WHICH฀DO฀NOT฀SEEM฀TO฀HAVE฀ANY฀OTHER฀SETTLED฀AFlLI

ATION�฀4HE฀OUTSTANDING฀EXAMPLE฀WAS฀#H�฀WHICH฀WE฀FOUND฀OVER฀AND฀OVER฀
SHARING฀READINGS฀WITH฀BOTH฀OR฀EITHER฀ONE฀OF฀(G฀AND฀%L�฀FREQUENTLY฀AGAINST฀
ALMOST฀EVERY฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPT฀IN฀THE฀TRADITION�฀7E฀FOUND฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀
OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH฀FOLLOWED฀THE฀SAME฀PATTERN�฀THOUGH฀LESS฀FRE

QUENTLY฀IN฀AGREEMENT฀WITH฀THE฀KEY฀(G�%L฀PAIR฀THAN฀#H�฀4HE฀AGREEMENT฀
WITH฀(G�%L�฀VERY฀COMMONLY฀IN฀A฀LECTIO฀DIFlCILIOR฀USUALLY฀REPLACED฀BY฀AN฀
EASIER฀READING฀IN฀THE฀CONSTANT฀GROUPS�฀SUGGESTED฀TO฀US฀THAT฀THESE฀VARIANTS฀
WERE฀ACTUALLY฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION�฀AND฀THAT฀
THEIR฀APPEARANCE฀IN฀THESE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WAS฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀THEIR฀COMMON฀฀
DESCENT฀FROM�฀AND฀THEIR฀CLOSENESS฀TO�฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀(ENCE�฀WE฀NAMED฀
THESE฀THE฀/฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀AND฀THE฀VARIANTS฀THE฀/฀VARIANTS�฀IDENTIFYING฀THEM฀
AS฀SUCH฀IN฀2OBINSON฀ �

7E฀LIST฀HERE฀A฀FEW฀VARIANTS฀FROM฀THE฀-ILLER�S฀4ALE฀AND฀THE฀.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀
4ALE�฀ALL฀FOLLOWING฀THE฀SAME฀PATTERN�฀/UR฀COMMENTS฀BELOW฀EXPLAIN฀WHY฀
WE฀BELIEVE฀THE฀(G฀%L฀READING฀�HERE฀ALWAYS฀WITH฀#H�฀AND฀USUALLY฀WITH฀A฀
FEW฀OTHERS	�

฀4WO฀OTHER฀SECTIONS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀FULLY฀TRANSCRIBED฀AND฀COLLATED�฀FOR฀THE฀-ERCHANT�S฀AND฀
&RANKLIN�S฀4ALES�฀BUT฀NOT฀ANALYZED฀AND฀PUBLISHED�

-ANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIFICANT฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS
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-ILLER�S฀4ALE฀ �฀)฀AM฀THYN฀!BSOLON฀MY฀DERELYNG
MY฀
฀#H฀%L฀'G฀(G฀0S฀4O
THYN฀DERE฀
฀!D ฀"O ฀%N ฀(A ฀-G฀-M฀0H
THYN฀
฀!D ฀"O ฀"W฀#N฀#P฀$D฀$S ฀%N ฀%N ฀&I฀(A ฀(A ฀(K฀(T฀,A฀,C฀,D ฀

-A฀.E฀.L฀0W฀0Y฀2Y ฀2Y ฀3E฀3L ฀4C
THYN฀OWNE฀
฀#X ฀#X ฀$L฀(E฀,N฀0N฀2A ฀4C ฀7Y
)฀AM฀THYN฀DERE฀
฀'L
/฀MY฀
฀(A ฀)I
THYN฀SWETE฀
฀2A
AND฀THYN฀
฀3L

,INE฀ ฀OF฀THE฀-ILLER�S฀4ALE฀IS฀A฀CLEAR฀CASE฀OF฀LECTIO฀DIFlCILIOR�฀)F฀THE฀
TEXT฀HAD฀MODERN฀PUNCTUATION฀WE฀WOULD฀HAVE฀A฀COMMA฀AFTER฀h!BSOLONv฀
CLEARLY฀INDICATING฀hMY฀DERELYNGv฀IS฀A฀VOCATIVE฀EXPRESSION�฀4HE฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀
THE฀-ILLER�S฀4ALE฀STATES�฀

7E฀CAN฀IMAGINE฀IT฀WORKING฀SUPERBLY฀IN฀A฀LIVE฀PERFORMANCE฀OR฀READING�฀"UT฀IT฀IS฀
EXACTLY฀THIS฀SHIFT฀WHICH฀A฀SCRIBE�฀WORKING฀FROM฀A฀WRITTEN฀EXEMPLAR�฀MIGHT฀FAIL฀
TO฀CATCH�฀AND฀THE฀EVIDENCE฀IS฀THAT฀APART฀FROM฀WITNESSES฀CLOSE฀TO฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀
�THE฀TRIO฀%L฀(G฀#H�฀BUT฀ALSO฀4O ฀'G฀0S฀WITH฀THE฀PAIR฀)I฀(A ฀HAVING฀THE฀RELATED฀
@/฀MY�	�฀EVERY฀OTHER฀COPY฀FAILED฀TO฀REGISTER฀THIS�฀AND฀SUBSTITUTED฀@THYN�฀FOR฀@MY�฀
FOLLOWING฀THE฀@THYN�฀EARLIER฀IN฀THE฀LINE�฀/NCE฀THIS฀CHANGE฀WAS฀MADE�฀IT฀WAS฀VERY฀
UNLIKELY฀TO฀BE฀REVERSED�฀AND฀HENCE฀THE฀COMPLETE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀@MY�฀FROM฀ELSEWHERE฀
IN฀THE฀TRADITION�

)N฀THIS฀VARIANT�฀THE฀DIRECTION฀OF฀VARIATION฀SEEMS฀OBVIOUS�฀FROM฀THE฀
LECTIO฀DIFlCILIOR฀TO฀AN฀EASIER฀ONE฀IN฀A฀RELATIVELY฀EASY฀MISTAKE฀TO฀MAKE�฀7HEN฀
SCRIBES฀REPLACED฀hMYv฀WITH฀hTHYNv฀THEY฀DID฀SO฀IN฀FOLLOWING฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀
hTHYN฀!BSOLON�v฀/NE฀CAN฀EASILY฀SEE฀WHY฀THE฀DERIVATIVE฀READING฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀
MADE฀SENSE฀FOR฀THE฀SCRIBES฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀PARTICULARLY฀INTERESTED฀IN฀THE฀PER

FORMATIVE฀ASPECTS฀OF฀ THE฀ TEXT�฀7HAT฀WE฀lND฀MOST฀ INTERESTING฀ABOUT฀ THE฀
DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀THIS฀VARIANT฀IS฀THAT฀IT฀IS฀PRESENT฀IN฀VARIOUS฀WITNESSES฀REPRE

SENTING฀INDEPENDENT฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT�฀4HUS�฀(G฀%L฀#H฀(A ฀'G฀ALL฀DESCEND฀
FROM฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION฀BUT฀EACH฀IN฀A฀SEPARATE฀LINE฀�ALTHOUGH฀
'G฀IS฀RELATED฀TO฀OTHER฀WITNESSES	�฀

฀0�-�7�฀2OBINSON�฀"�฀"ORDALEJO�฀i3TEMMATIC฀#OMMENTARYw�฀IN฀4HE฀-ILLER�S฀4ALE฀ON฀
#$
2/-�฀EDITED฀BY฀0�฀2OBINSON�฀,EICESTER�฀3CHOLARLY฀$IGITAL฀%DITIONS�฀ �

฀"�฀"ORDALEJO�฀0�-�7�฀2OBINSON�฀i3TEMMATIC฀#OMMENTARYw�฀IN฀4HE฀.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀
4ALE฀ON฀#$
2/-�฀%DITED฀BY฀0AUL฀4HOMAS�฀,EICESTER�฀3CHOLARLY฀$IGITAL฀%DITIONS�฀ �

"ARBARA฀"ORDALEJO฀
฀0ETER฀-�7�฀2OBINSON
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.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀4ALE฀ �฀)N฀WHICH฀SHE฀HADDE฀A฀COK฀HEET฀#HAUNTECLER
A฀COK฀HEET฀
฀#H฀%L฀(G฀-E
A฀COK฀HIGHT฀
฀!D ฀!D ฀"W฀#N฀#X ฀#X ฀$S ฀%N ฀&I฀(E฀)I฀,N฀-A฀.E฀.L฀

0N฀0Y฀4C ฀7Y
A฀COK฀THAT฀HIGHT฀
฀"O ฀#P฀$L฀%N ฀'L฀(A ฀(A ฀(A ฀(T฀,A฀,C฀,D ฀-C฀-G฀

-M฀0H ฀0H ฀0S฀0W฀2A ฀2Y ฀3E฀3L ฀3L ฀4C ฀4O
A฀COK฀HIGHT฀#HA ฀
฀%N
THAT฀HIGHT฀
฀2Y

!S฀IN฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀ARCHETYPAL฀READING฀HERE฀IS฀A฀LECTIO฀DIF

lCILIOR�฀&OUR฀WITNESSES฀PRESERVE฀THIS฀READING�฀INCLUDING฀(G฀%L฀AND฀#H�฀BUT฀
ALSO฀-E฀�A฀FRAGMENTARY฀MANUSCRIPT฀CURRENTLY฀AT฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀,IBRARY฀OF฀
7ALES	�฀(ERE฀IS฀WHAT฀WE฀WROTE฀AS฀PART฀OF฀THE฀3TEMMATIC฀#OMMENTARY฀฀
OF฀THE฀.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀4ALE฀ON฀#$
2/-�฀

4HERE฀ARE฀TWO฀CHARACTERISTIC฀PATTERNS฀OF฀VARIANT฀DISTRIBUTION฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀A฀
DISTINCTIVE฀OR฀DIFlCULT฀READING฀PRESERVED฀ALMOST฀ALONE฀IN฀/�฀)N฀THE฀lRST฀MODEL฀
�AS฀HERE	฀WE฀SEE฀ THE฀ARCHETYPAL฀DIFlCULT฀ READING฀GENERATE฀A฀ RANGE฀OF฀VARIANTS฀
THROUGH฀THE฀TRADITION฀AS฀DIFFERENT฀SCRIBES฀STRUGGLE฀WITH฀THE฀READING฀�#ONTINI�S฀
@DIFFRACTION�	�฀ FOR฀ FURTHER฀ INSTANCES�฀ SEE฀ON฀.0฀ �฀ )N฀ THE฀SECOND฀MODEL�฀ THE฀
READING฀IS฀REPLACED฀BY฀A฀SINGLE�฀OBVIOUS฀AND฀EASIER฀READING�฀WHICH฀MIGHT฀OCCUR฀
INDEPENDENTLY฀TO฀DIFFERENT฀SCRIBES�฀FOR฀INSTANCES฀OF฀THIS�฀SEE฀ON฀.0฀ �

7E฀HAVE฀FOUND฀THAT฀IT฀HAPPENS฀WITH฀RELATIVE฀FREQUENCY฀THAT฀AN฀EASIER฀
READING฀APPEARS฀INDEPENDENTLY฀IN฀OTHERWISE฀UNRELATED฀WITNESSES฀WITHIN฀
THE฀TRADITION�฀4HIS฀OCCURS฀WHEN฀THE฀READING฀IS฀EASILY฀CONJECTURED฀THROUGH฀
ITS฀CONTEXTS�฀4HIS฀IS฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀THE฀VARIANT�฀#ERTRES฀�฀3TERRES฀IN฀+4฀ ฀
WHERE฀THE฀CONTEXT฀ALLOWS฀ANYONE฀TO฀GUESS฀THAT฀THE฀INTENDED฀READING฀MUST฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀hSTERRESv�฀$ESPITE฀THAT�฀THE฀VARIANT฀DISTRIBUTION฀POINTS฀TOWARDS฀
A฀MISPLACED฀ABBREVIATION฀IN฀THE฀ARCHETYPE� ฀"ORDALEJO฀WROTE฀ABOUT฀THIS฀
VARIANT�฀

+4฀ ฀IS฀ANOTHER฀EXAMPLE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀VARIANT฀IN฀#X ฀AGREES฀WITH฀!D ฀#H฀AND฀
(A �฀(G฀%L฀#P฀$D฀'G฀AND฀,A฀SHARE฀THE฀READING฀@SERTRES��฀/NLY฀#X ฀HAS฀@SERELIS��฀)T฀
COULD฀BE฀ASSUMED฀SINCE฀!D ฀#H฀(A ฀AND฀#X ฀HAVE฀SHOWN฀A฀CONSISTENT฀RELATION

SHIP฀IN฀THIS฀PART฀OF฀THE฀TEXT�฀THAT฀THEIR฀ANCESTOR฀CORRECTED฀A฀MISTAKE฀IN฀/� ฀

฀7�฀3KEAT�฀4HE฀%VOLUTION฀OF฀4HE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES�฀SECOND฀3ERIES�฀&IRST฀ED��฀VOL�฀ �฀
,ONDON�฀4RUBNER฀�฀#/��฀,IMITED฀�FOR฀THE฀#HAUCER฀3OCIETY	�฀ �

฀"�฀"ORDALEJO�฀i4HE฀-ANUSCRIPT฀3OURCE฀OF฀#AXTON�S฀3ECOND฀%DITION฀OF฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀
4ALES฀AND฀ITS฀0LACE฀IN฀THE฀4EXTUAL฀4RADITION฀OF฀THE฀4ALESw�฀0H$�฀$E฀-ONTFORT�฀ �฀P�฀ �

-ANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIFICANT฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS
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)N฀EACH฀OF฀THESE฀EXAMPLES�฀WE฀SEE฀THREE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OUR฀RESEARCH฀HAS฀
SHOWN฀TO฀BE฀DESCENDED฀DIRECTLY฀FROM฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀(G฀%L฀#H�฀AGREEING฀
IN฀DIFlCULT฀AND฀LIKELY฀#HAUCERIAN฀ORIGINAL฀READINGS฀AGAINST฀ALMOST฀ALL฀
OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀3OME฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DO฀AGREE฀WITH฀THEM�฀BUT฀IN฀
AN฀INCONSISTENT฀WAY�฀#ONSIDER฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀EXAMPLES฀OF฀WHAT฀WE฀CALL฀
/฀READINGS฀�READINGS฀COMING฀DIRECTLY฀FROM฀THE฀ARCHETYPE	�฀SHOWING฀FOR฀
EACH฀LIKELY฀ARCHETYPAL฀READING฀JUST฀WHAT฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AGREE฀WITH฀THE฀TRIO฀
(G฀%L฀#H�

,INK฀ �฀LINE฀ �฀TO฀
฀#H฀$D฀%L฀%N ฀'G฀(G฀0S฀0W
,INK฀ �฀LINE฀ �฀THAT฀)฀
฀!D ฀"O ฀#H฀$D฀%L฀%N ฀(A ฀(A ฀(G฀(T฀,N฀0H
,INK฀ �฀LINE฀ �฀PREYE฀
฀"O ฀#H฀$D฀$S ฀%L฀%N ฀'G฀(G฀(K฀2A ฀4C ฀4O
,INK฀ �฀LINE฀ �฀FAME฀
฀"O ฀#H฀#P฀$L฀%L฀'G฀(G฀,A฀2A ฀3L ฀4C
,INK฀ �฀LINE฀ �฀NOR฀
฀"O ฀#H฀$S ฀%L฀%N ฀'G฀(G฀(K฀,N฀2A
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀HEM฀
฀#H฀$D฀$L฀%L฀%N ฀'G฀(A ฀(G฀)I฀,C฀-G฀0S
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀ICH฀
฀#H฀#P฀$D฀%L฀%N ฀(G
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀WYNDOW฀
฀!D ฀"O ฀#H฀#P฀%L฀'G฀(G฀,A฀,C฀-G฀0H

2A ฀4C ฀4O
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀TIL฀
฀"O ฀#H฀#N฀#P฀#X ฀%L฀%N ฀'G฀(G฀,A฀-A฀0N฀

2A ฀4O
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀FOR฀
฀!D ฀!D ฀"O ฀#H฀#P฀$D฀%L฀%N ฀(G฀,A฀,N฀

-A฀0H
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀!STROMYE฀
฀"O ฀#H฀#N฀%L฀(G฀,A฀0Y
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀!STROMYE฀
฀"O ฀#H฀%L฀(G
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀(E฀COGHETH฀
฀!D ฀"O ฀#H฀$D฀%L฀'G฀(A ฀(A ฀(E฀

(G฀0H ฀4O
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀KNOKKETH฀
฀!D ฀"O ฀#H฀$D฀%L฀%N ฀(A ฀(A ฀(E฀

(G฀0N฀0S฀4O
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀TIL฀HE฀CAM฀
฀!D ฀!D ฀#H฀$D฀$S ฀%L฀%N ฀%N ฀(A ฀

(G฀,A฀0N฀0S฀2Y
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀HE฀BROSTEN฀HADDE฀
฀!D ฀!D ฀#H฀$D฀$S ฀%L฀%N ฀

%N ฀(A ฀(G฀,A฀0N฀0S฀2Y
-ILLER�S฀4ALE�฀LINE฀ �฀THAT฀
฀"O ฀#H฀#N฀$S ฀%L฀%N ฀(A ฀(G฀(K฀-A฀.L
.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀4ALE�฀ �฀.O฀WYN฀NE฀DRANK฀SHE฀
฀#H฀#P฀#X ฀%L฀(A ฀(G฀0N฀

2Y ฀3L ฀7Y
.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀4ALE�฀ �฀A฀COK฀HEET฀
฀#H฀%L฀(G฀-E
.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀4ALE�฀ �฀HE฀KREW฀
฀#H฀#X ฀#X ฀%L฀(A ฀(E฀(G฀.E฀0N฀0W฀

0Y฀3E฀4C ฀7Y
.UN�S฀0RIEST�S฀4ALE�฀ �฀WAS฀IT฀
฀!D ฀#H฀$S ฀%L฀%N ฀(A ฀(G฀,D ฀-A

"ARBARA฀"ORDALEJO฀
฀0ETER฀-�7�฀2OBINSON
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4HIS฀IS฀ONLY฀A฀SELECTION฀OF฀THE฀INSTANCES฀FOUND�฀IN฀THESE฀FOUR฀AND฀OTHER฀
SECTIONS�฀7E฀NOTE฀THE฀INCONSISTENCIES฀BETWEEN฀THE฀WITNESS฀DISTRIBUTION฀IN฀฀
THESE฀AGREEMENTS�฀"ESIDES฀(G฀%L฀#H�฀THE฀OTHER฀WITNESSES฀COME฀AND฀GO�฀
4HIS฀MAKES฀GROUPING฀OF฀THESE฀/฀WITNESSES฀IMPOSSIBLE�฀7HERE฀THEY฀AGREE฀
WITH฀(G฀%L฀#H฀THIS฀IS฀LIKELY฀ONLY฀AGREEMENT฀IN฀ANCESTRAL฀VARIANTS�฀7HERE฀
THEY฀DO฀NOT฀AGREE฀WITH฀(G฀%L฀#H฀THEY฀AGREE฀WITH฀OTHER฀WITNESSES฀IN฀SUCH฀
A฀RANDOM฀WAY฀THAT฀ONE฀CANNOT฀INFER฀ANY฀GROUPINGS�฀

7E฀CAN฀NOW฀RECOGNIZE฀THE฀SAME฀FUNDAMENTAL฀PHENOMENON฀WE฀SAW฀IN฀
THE฀3VIPDAGSMÕL฀TRADITION�฀7E฀SEE฀IN฀THESE฀VARIANTS�฀AGAIN฀AND฀AGAIN�฀THE฀
SAME฀SIGILS�฀!D ฀!D ฀"O ฀$D฀$S ฀%N ฀(A ฀(A ฀(K฀0S฀0Y฀4O ฀AND฀OTHERS�฀
WITH฀A฀DIFFERENT฀SELECTION฀OF฀SIGILS฀JOINING฀(G฀%L฀#H฀AT฀EACH฀INSTANCE�฀/NCE฀
MORE�฀WE฀HAVE฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀MULTIPLE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WITHIN฀A฀TRADITION฀WHICH฀
CANNOT฀BE฀ASSIGNED฀TO฀ANY฀FAMILY฀BECAUSE฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀CONSISTENT฀PATTERN฀OF฀
AGREEMENT฀IN฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS฀BETWEEN฀THEM฀AND฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀
4HIS฀IS฀COMPLICATED฀HERE฀BY฀THE฀CLEAR฀ANCESTRAL฀NATURE฀OF฀THESE฀VARIANTS�฀
MAKING฀IT฀STILL฀MORE฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀DIVIDE฀THESE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀INTO฀SUBFAMILIES�

)N฀TERMS฀OF฀EDITING�฀THE฀IDENTIlCATION฀OF฀THESE฀VARIANTS฀AS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀
ARCHETYPAL฀IS฀IMPORTANT�฀&URTHER�฀THE฀IDENTIlCATION฀OF฀A฀SET฀OF฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀AS฀LIKELY฀TO฀HAVE฀ARCHETYPAL฀VARIANTS฀WHERE฀OTHERS฀DO฀NOT฀GIVES฀
THE฀EDITOR฀REASON฀FOR฀CONlDENCE�฀)F฀A฀READING฀IS฀�FOR฀EXAMPLE	฀IN฀TWO฀OF฀
(G฀%L฀#H�฀AND฀IN฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀THESE฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀IT฀IS฀THEN฀HIGHLY฀฀
LIKELY฀TO฀HAVE฀BEEN฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION�฀REGARDLESS฀
OF฀WHAT฀OTHER฀WITNESSES฀MIGHT฀OR฀MIGHT฀NOT฀ATTEST฀TO฀IT�

$ANTE�S฀#OMMEDIA฀AND฀

7E฀FOCUS฀HERE฀ON฀JUST฀ONE฀ASPECT฀OF฀THE฀VAST฀TEXTUAL฀TRADITION฀OF฀THE฀#OM

MEDIA฀� ฀MANUSCRIPTS฀COMPLETE฀IN฀AT฀LEAST฀ONE฀CANTICLE	�฀THE฀QUESTION฀
OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀CLOSE฀TO฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀WHICH฀n฀LIKE฀THE฀/฀WITNESSES฀OF฀฀
THE฀4ALES�฀AND฀THE฀UNGROUPED฀MANUSCRIPTS฀IN฀THE฀3VIPDAGSMÕL฀TRADITION฀n฀฀
EVIDENCE฀THE฀PHENOMENON฀OF฀SHARING฀FEW฀SIGNIlCANT฀ INTRODUCED฀VARI

ANTS฀WITH฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀

&IRST�฀A฀BRIEF฀HISTORY�฀4HE฀MOST฀INmUENTIAL฀EDITION฀OF฀THE฀#OMMEDIA฀OF฀
THE฀LAST฀DECADES฀IS฀THAT฀OF฀'IORGIO฀0ETROCCHI�฀lRST฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀ �฀0E
฀
TROCCHI฀ELECTED฀TO฀BUILD฀HIS฀EDITION฀ON฀ ฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH฀DATE฀FROM฀฀
BEFORE฀"OCCACCIO�S฀ COPYING฀OF฀ THE฀#OMMEDIA฀AROUND฀ �฀ REPRESENT

ING฀WHAT฀HE฀CALLED฀THE฀hANTICA฀VULGATAv� ฀&ROM฀A฀COMPLETE฀COLLATION฀OF฀

฀$ANTE฀!LIGHIERI�฀,A฀#OMMEDIA฀ SECONDO฀ L�ANTICA฀VULGATA�฀A฀CURA฀DI฀'�฀0ETROCCHI�฀
-ILANO�฀-ONDADORI�฀ �
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THESE฀ ฀HE฀CREATED฀THE฀STEMMA฀GIVEN฀BELOW�฀WHICH฀HE฀THEN฀USED฀IN฀THE฀
MAKING฀OF฀HIS฀TEXT�฀(IS฀USE฀OF฀HIS฀STEMMA฀IN฀THE฀EDITING฀OF฀HIS฀TEXT฀WAS฀
�AS฀IT฀HAPPENS	฀QUITE฀SIMILAR฀TO฀2OBINSON�S฀PRACTICE฀IN฀3VIPDAGSMÕL฀IN฀
THAT฀HE฀USED฀THE฀STEMMA฀AS฀A฀GUIDE฀WHEN฀SELECTING฀READINGS�฀AND฀NOT฀฀
AS฀AN฀IRON฀RULE�฀(OWEVER�฀HE฀DID฀NOT฀SELECT฀A฀SINGLE฀MANUSCRIPT฀AS฀THE฀BASE�฀฀
RATHER�฀HE฀TYPICALLY฀CHOSE฀READINGS฀FROM฀WHAT฀ONE฀MIGHT฀TERM฀THE฀&LO

RENTINE฀ TRADITION�฀ FROM฀ THE฀ INmUENCE฀OF฀ THE฀4RIVULZIANO฀MANUSCRIPT�฀
WRITTEN฀IN฀&LORENCE฀IN฀ �฀

FIGURE฀
0ETROCCHI�S฀STEMMA฀OF฀THE฀ ฀ANTICA฀VULGATA฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OF฀THE฀#OMMEDIA�

0ETROCCHI�S฀EDITION฀WAS฀A฀STAGGERING฀EFFORT฀BY฀A฀MUCH฀RESPECTED฀SCHOLAR�฀
(OWEVER�฀ IN฀ ฀&EDERICO฀3ANGUINETI฀PUBLISHED฀A฀NEW฀EDITION฀OF฀ THE฀
#OMMEDIA฀WHICH฀CHALLENGED฀BOTH฀0ETROCCHI�S฀METHODS฀AND฀HIS฀CONCLU

SIONS� ฀0ETROCCHI�S฀METHODS�฀WHERE฀0ETROCCHI฀BASED฀HIS฀ANALYSIS฀ON฀A฀COL

LATION฀OF฀EVERY฀VARIANT฀IN฀ ฀WITNESSES�฀3ANGUINETI฀CLAIMED฀THAT฀HE฀HAD฀

฀$ANTIS฀!LAGHIERII฀#OMEDIA�฀A฀CURA฀DI฀&�฀3ANGUINETI�฀&IRENZE�฀3)3-%,
%DIZIONI฀DEL฀
'ALLUZZO�฀ �
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LOOKED฀AT฀VARIANTS฀IN฀ALL฀ ฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀IN฀FACT�฀AT฀THE฀VARIANTS฀IN฀SOME฀
฀LINES฀�THE฀h"ARBI฀LOCIv	�฀0ETROCCHI�S฀CONCLUSIONS�฀0ETROCCHI฀DIVIDED฀

THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AT฀THE฀TOP฀OF฀HIS฀STEMMA฀INTO฀lVE฀FAMILIES฀�DESIGNATED฀A฀
TO฀E	�฀AND฀SUGGESTED฀THAT฀THESE฀lVE฀GROUPS฀MAY฀DESCEND฀FROM฀TWO฀EXEM

PLARS�฀ ฀�ABC	฀AND฀ ฀�DE	� ฀3ANGUINETI฀RETAINED฀THE฀FUNDAMENTAL฀DIVI

SION฀OF฀0ETROCCHI�S฀STEMMA�฀WITH฀ALL฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DESCEND฀FROM฀TWO฀
COPIES฀MADE฀FROM฀THE฀EXEMPLAR�฀WHICH฀HE฀NAMES฀�FOLLOWING฀0ETROCCHI	฀

฀AND฀ �฀(OWEVER�฀ACCORDING฀TO฀HIS฀ANALYSIS฀THE฀BETA฀FAMILY฀CONSISTS฀OF฀
PRECISELY฀ONE฀MANUSCRIPT�฀6ATICAN฀,IBRARY฀#ODEX฀5RBINATE฀,ATINO฀ ฀
�5RB	�฀WITH฀ALL฀ ฀OR฀SO฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DESCENDING฀FROM฀THE฀ ฀HYPAR

CHETYPE�฀4HIS฀CONTRADICTED฀0ETROCCHI�฀WHO฀PLACED฀TWO฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
AS฀DESCENDING฀FROM฀THE฀SAME฀BETA฀BRANCH�฀3ANGUINETI฀ALSO฀UPENDED฀THE฀
FUNDAMENTAL฀PREMISE฀OF฀0ETROCCHI�S฀EDITION�฀THAT฀NO฀MANUSCRIPT฀AFTER฀

฀HAD฀VALUE฀FOR฀THE฀ESTABLISHMENT฀OF฀THE฀TEXT�฀BY฀INCLUDING฀,AUREN

ZIANA฀3ANTA฀#ROCE฀-S�฀0LUT�฀ � ฀�,AU3#	�฀DATING฀FROM฀AROUND฀ �฀IN฀
THE฀BASE฀SEVEN฀MANUSCRIPTS฀HE฀CHOSE฀AS฀hNECESSARY฀AND฀SUFlCIENTv฀FOR฀THE฀
MAKING฀OF฀AN฀EDITION�

FIGURE฀
3ANGUINETI�S฀STEMMA�

฀4HIS฀SIMPLIlES฀MATTERS฀SOMEWHAT�฀WHAT฀0ETROCCHI฀CALLS฀hDv฀IS฀NOT฀REALLY฀A฀FAMILY฀BUT฀
A฀HYPOTHETICAL฀ANCESTOR฀OF฀,A�฀WHICH฀ALSO฀CONTAINS฀READINGS฀�PRESUMABLY฀BY฀CONTAMINA

TION	฀FROM฀0ETROCCHI�S฀C�

-ANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIFICANT฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS



��

!ROUND฀ �฀WHILE฀3ANGUINETI฀WAS฀DEVELOPING฀THIS฀ARGUMENT�฀0RUE฀
3HAW฀AND฀2OBINSON฀BECAME฀AWARE฀OF฀HIS฀WORK฀THROUGH฀TWO฀!USTRALIAN฀
SCHOLARS�฀-ARY฀$WYER฀AND฀$IANA฀-ODESTO�฀4HE฀lRST฀PLAN฀OF฀THIS฀GROUP฀
WAS฀FOR฀ALL฀TO฀WORK฀TOGETHER฀ON฀A฀DIGITAL฀EDITION฀OF฀THE฀#OMMEDIA฀BASED฀
ON฀THE฀h3ANGUINETI฀SEVENv�฀THE฀SEVEN฀MANUSCRIPTS฀IDENTIlED฀BY฀3ANGUI

NETI฀AS฀ THE฀BASE฀ FOR฀AN฀EDITION�฀&OR฀VARIOUS฀ REASONS฀ THIS฀COLLABORATION฀
DID฀NOT฀CONTINUE�฀)N฀THE฀EVENT�฀3HAW฀AND฀2OBINSON฀DECIDED฀TO฀PROCEED฀
ON฀THEIR฀OWN�฀WITH฀3HAW฀AS฀EDITOR฀AND฀2OBINSON฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀
TECHNICAL฀ASPECTS฀OF฀THE฀EDITION�฀PARTICULARLY฀ITS฀USE฀OF฀DIGITAL฀TOOLS฀FOR฀
TRANSCRIPTION�฀COLLATION฀AND฀ANALYSIS�฀"ORDALEJO฀JOINED฀THIS฀TEAM฀AROUND฀

�฀AND฀WAS฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀FORMAL฀SPECIlCATION฀OF฀THE฀TRANSCRIP

TION฀SYSTEM฀USED฀BY฀THE฀EDITION�฀THE฀TRAINING฀OF฀THE฀COLLATION฀TEAM�฀AND฀
THE฀OVERSEEING฀OF฀THE฀COLLATION฀PROCESS�

3HAW�S฀EDITION฀OF฀THE฀#OMMEDIA฀WAS฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀ � ฀)N฀THE฀PERIOD฀
SINCE฀ITS฀lRST฀CONCEPTION฀AS฀A฀PARTNERSHIP฀INVOLVING฀3ANGUINETI�฀AND฀FOLLOW

ING฀3ANGUINETI�S฀WITHDRAWAL฀FROM฀THE฀COLLABORATION฀IN฀ �฀THE฀PURPOSE฀
OF฀THE฀EDITION฀HAD฀SHIFTED฀MARKEDLY�฀!S฀WELL฀AS฀EXPLORING฀THE฀TRADITION�฀WE฀
NOW฀FOCUSSED฀ON฀TESTING฀3ANGUINETI�S฀HYPOTHESES฀ABOUT฀THE฀TRADITION�฀4HEY฀
DID฀NOT฀FARE฀WELL�฀/UR฀ANALYSIS฀SUGGESTED฀THAT฀5RB฀WAS฀NOT฀THE฀UNIQUE฀REP

RESENTATIVE฀OF฀THE฀ ฀FAMILY�฀2ATHER�฀A฀SECOND฀MANUSCRIPT฀ALSO฀APPEARED฀TO฀
DESCEND฀FROM฀ �฀2B�฀0ETROCCHI฀HAD฀SUGGESTED฀THIS฀AFlLIATION฀AND฀OUR฀ANALY
฀
SIS฀CONlRMED฀IT�฀THEREBY฀EXACTLY฀HALVING฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀5RB�฀!LSO�฀OUR฀ANALYSIS฀
CONlRMED฀THE฀TRADITIONAL฀VIEW฀OF฀THE฀,AU3#฀MANUSCRIPT฀AS฀VALUELESS฀FOR฀
THE฀ESTABLISHMENT฀OF฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀TEXT�฀7E฀WERE฀ABLE฀TO฀SHOW฀THAT฀IT฀PRESENTS฀
AN฀EXTREMELY฀ECLECTIC฀TEXT�฀TYPICAL฀OF฀POST
"OCCACCIO฀TEXTS�฀HENCE฀ADDING฀
SUPPORT฀TO฀0ETROCCHI�S฀CHOICE฀NOT฀TO฀INCLUDE฀POST฀
 ฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀

(OWEVER�฀ THERE฀WAS฀ONE฀KEY฀ASSERTION฀BY฀3ANGUINETI฀ON฀WHICH฀WE฀
COULD฀NOT฀GIVE฀A฀DElNITIVE฀ANSWER�฀)T฀WAS฀HIS฀EXPLICIT฀ASSERTION฀THAT฀THERE฀
WAS฀A฀SINGLE฀EXEMPLAR�฀ �฀FROM฀WHICH฀ALMOST฀ALL฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DESCEND�฀
)N฀TERMS฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀ANALYZED฀IN฀THE฀3HAW฀EDITION�฀THIS฀WOULD฀
MEAN฀ THAT฀ THE฀ TWO฀ NON
 ฀ PAIRS฀ OF฀ MANUSCRIPTS�฀ -ART�4RIV฀ AND฀!SH�
(AM�฀DESCEND฀FROM฀A฀SINGLE฀EXEMPLAR฀BELOW฀THE฀ORIGINAL�฀4HE฀QUESTION฀
IS฀IMPORTANT฀BECAUSE฀IF฀THERE฀IS฀SUCH฀AN฀EXEMPLAR�฀THEN฀A฀READING฀PRESENT฀
IN฀BOTH฀GROUPS฀REPRESENTS฀ONLY฀ONE฀LINE฀OF฀DESCENT�฀)F฀THERE฀IS฀NOT฀SUCH฀
AN฀EXEMPLAR�฀ THEN฀A฀ READING฀PRESENT฀ IN฀BOTH฀-ART�4RIV฀AND฀!SH�(AM฀
REPRESENTS฀TWO฀INDEPENDENT฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT฀AND฀SO฀HAS฀DOUBLE฀THE฀EVI

DENTIARY฀WEIGHT฀OF฀�SAY	฀A฀READING฀FOUND฀ONLY฀IN฀THE฀BETA฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀

฀$ANTE฀!LIGHIERI�฀#OMMEDIA�฀!฀$IGITAL฀%DITION�฀EDITED฀BY฀0�฀3HAW�฀,EICESTER฀AND฀&LOR

ENCE�฀3CHOLARLY฀$IGITAL฀%DITIONS฀AND฀3)3-%,�฀ �
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!CCORDINGLY�฀2OBINSON฀SOUGHT฀EVIDENCE฀THAT฀THERE฀WAS฀SUCH฀AN฀EXEM

PLAR�฀USING฀THE฀DIGITAL฀6"ASE฀TOOL฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀3HAW฀EDITION�฀6"ASE฀฀
ALLOWS฀YOU฀TO฀ASK฀COMPLEX฀QUESTIONS฀ABOUT฀THE฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀A฀TEXTUAL฀
TRADITION�฀)N฀THIS฀INSTANCE�฀IF฀THERE฀WERE฀AN ฀EXEMPLAR฀BELOW฀THE฀ARCHE

TYPE฀FROM฀WHICH฀THE฀TWO฀PAIRS฀-ART�4RIV฀AND฀!SH�(AM฀BOTH฀DESCEND�฀
DISTINCT฀FROM฀THE฀ ฀EXEMPLAR�฀HOW฀MIGHT฀THE฀VARIANTS฀INTRODUCED฀BY฀THAT฀
EXEMPLAR฀BE฀DISTRIBUTED฀ACROSS฀THE฀TRADITION�฀/NE฀MIGHT฀EXPECT฀EACH฀
VARIANT฀TO฀SATISFY฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀CONDITIONS�

�฀4HE฀VARIANT฀SHOULD฀BE฀PRESENT฀IN฀ALL฀FOUR฀OF฀!SH฀(AM฀-ART
C ฀4RIV�
�฀)T฀SHOULD฀BE฀NOT฀PRESENT฀IN฀EITHER฀THE฀EDITIONS฀OF฀0ETROCCHI฀�0%4	฀OR฀

3ANGUINETI�฀AND฀SO฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THEIR฀BEST฀JUDGEMENT�฀IT฀IS฀UNLIKELY฀TO฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�

�฀)T฀SHOULD฀NOT฀BE฀PRESENT฀IN฀EITHER฀ ฀MANUSCRIPT฀�5RB฀2B	

4HE฀3HAW฀EDITION฀6"ASE฀TOOL฀ALLOWS฀THE฀READER฀TO฀lND฀OUT�฀IN฀A฀FEW฀
SECONDS�฀WHICH฀VARIANTS฀MIGHT฀SATISFY฀THESE฀CONDITIONS�฀&IGURE฀ ฀SHOWS฀
OUR฀USE฀OF฀THIS฀TOOL฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀THE฀PUTATIVE฀SET฀OF฀VARIANTS฀EVIDENCING฀
A฀SHARED฀ANCESTOR฀BELOW฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀FOR฀THE฀TWO฀PAIRS฀!SH�(AM฀AND฀
-ART�4RIV�

FIGURE฀
4HE฀6"ASE฀TOOL�฀SHOWING฀A฀SEARCH฀FOR฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀ �

฀h-ART
C v฀WAS฀THE฀DESIGNATION฀WE฀GAVE฀TO฀THE฀VARIANTS฀INTRODUCED฀BY฀,UCA฀-AR

TINI฀ IN฀ ฀ INTO฀HIS฀COPY฀OF฀ THE฀ ฀!LDINE฀EDITION฀FROM฀A฀NOW
LOST฀MANUSCRIPT฀
WRITTEN฀IN฀ 
 �
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4HE฀lRST฀LINE฀OF฀THE฀QUERY฀CORRESPONDS฀TO฀THE฀lRST฀REQUIREMENT�฀THAT฀
IT฀SHOULD฀BE฀PRESENT฀IN฀ALL฀FOUR฀OF฀!SH�(AM฀-ART�4RIV�฀4HE฀SECOND฀LINE฀
CORRESPONDS฀TO฀THE฀SECOND฀AND฀THIRD฀REQUIREMENT�฀THAT฀IT฀SHOULD฀NOT฀BE฀
PRESENT฀IN฀ANY฀OF฀&3฀0%4฀2B฀5RB�

!S฀THIS฀lGURE฀SHOWS�฀THERE฀ARE฀JUST฀ ฀VARIANTS฀IN฀THE฀ � ฀VARIANTS฀
IN฀THE฀ ฀LINES฀OF฀THE฀#OMMEDIA฀WHICH฀SATISFY฀THESE฀CONDITIONS�฀4O฀
COMPLICATE฀MATTERS฀STILL฀FURTHER�฀IF฀ONE฀ALTERS฀THE฀QUERY฀SLIGHTLY�฀TO฀RETURN฀
VARIANTS฀WHERE฀ONE฀OF฀5RB�0ET฀AGREES฀WITH฀!SH�(AM฀AND฀-ART�4RIV�฀THE฀
NUMBER฀MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLES�฀TO฀ ฀VARIANTS�฀/NE฀COULD฀EXPLAIN฀THIS฀BY฀
HYPOTHESIZING฀THAT฀IN฀FACT฀ALL฀OF฀!SH�(AM฀-ART�4RIV฀5RB�2B฀SHARE฀AN฀
ANCESTOR฀BELOW฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀n฀ABOVE฀BOTH฀ ฀AND฀ ฀n฀WHICH฀INTRODUCED฀
THESE฀ ฀VARIANTS�฀BUT฀THAT฀SOME฀WERE฀NOT฀COPIED฀INTO฀THE฀JOINT฀ANCESTOR฀
OF฀2B�5RB�

/NE฀COULD฀MULTIPLY฀HYPOTHESES฀ABOUT฀THESE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AT฀WILL�฀7E฀
HAVE฀PRESUMED฀HERE฀THAT฀A฀VARIANT฀NOT฀ACCEPTED฀BY฀EITHER฀3ANGUINETI฀OR฀
0ETROCCHI฀IS฀UNLIKELY฀TO฀HAVE฀BEEN฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀
TRADITION�฀"UT฀THEIR฀JUDGEMENT฀COULD฀BE฀WRONG฀n฀OR�฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀COULD฀
ITSELF฀HAVE฀CONTAINED฀ERRORS�฀&URTHER�฀WE฀ARE฀DEALING฀WITH฀SO฀FEW฀VARIANTS�฀
AMONG฀SUCH฀A฀MASS฀OF฀VARIANTS฀� � ฀IN฀ALL	�฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀TO฀RECKON฀
WITH฀THE฀LIKELIHOOD฀THAT฀AT฀LEAST฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀ ฀ARE฀THERE฀BY฀SIMPLE฀ACCI

DENT�฀THROUGH฀COINCIDENT฀VARIATION�฀7HERE฀WE฀ARE฀DEALING฀WITH฀SO฀FEW฀
VARIANTS�฀THE฀ADDITION฀OR฀REMOVAL฀OF฀JUST฀A฀FEW฀VARIANTS฀BECAUSE฀EITHER฀
THEY฀ARE฀ANCESTRAL฀TO฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION฀OR฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀COINCIDENCE฀
WOULD฀CHANGE฀THE฀NUMBERS฀DISPROPORTIONATELY�

(ENCE�฀WE฀lND฀OURSELVES฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀POSITION฀AS฀FOR฀THE฀#HAUCER฀AND฀
3VIPDAGSMÕL฀TRADITIONS฀SURVEYED฀EARLIER�฀)NDEED�฀THERE฀MIGHT฀BE฀AN฀ANCES

TOR฀BELOW฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION�฀ �฀FROM฀WHICH฀BOTH฀THE฀
!SH�(AM฀AND฀-ART�4RIV฀PAIRS฀DESCEND�฀AS฀BOTH฀3ANGUINETI฀AND฀0ETROC

CHI฀ASSERT�฀/R�฀THERE฀MIGHT฀NOT฀BE�฀4HE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀VARIANTS฀INDICATIVE฀OF฀
EITHER฀HYPOTHESIS฀ARE฀SO฀FEW฀AS฀NOT฀TO฀BE฀DECISIVE�

!S฀WITH฀BOTH฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀AND฀THE฀3VIPDAGSMÕL฀ TRADITIONS�฀
THIS฀STATE฀OF฀AFFAIRS฀DEPRIVES฀THE฀EDITOR฀OF฀THE฀SIMPLE฀RECOURSE�฀OF฀COUNT

ING฀VARIANTS฀IN฀DISCRETE฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT�฀/NCE฀MORE�฀AT฀THE฀VERY฀TOP฀OF฀
THE฀STEMMA�฀EXACTLY฀WHERE฀IT฀IS฀NEAREST฀TO฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀WE฀ARE฀UNABLE฀
TO฀DETERMINE฀EXACTLY฀HOW฀MANY฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT฀THERE฀ARE�฀4HERE฀MIGHT฀
BE฀ JUST฀ TWO�฀ ฀AND �฀AS฀BOTH฀0ETROCCHI฀AND฀3ANGUINETI฀ASSERT�฀"UT฀ IT฀
MIGHT฀BE฀THAT฀ALL฀THREE฀OF฀0ETROCCHI�S฀A฀B฀C฀GROUPS฀�A�฀-ART�4RIV�฀B�฀!SH�
(AM�฀C฀WAS฀NOT฀REPRESENTED฀AMONG฀THE฀SEVEN฀WE฀ANALYZED	฀REPRESENT฀
INDEPENDENT฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT�฀)N฀THAT฀SITUATION�฀IT฀APPEARS฀THAT฀THE฀EDI

TOR�S฀BEST฀STRATEGY฀IS฀TO฀PROCEED฀WITH฀CAUTION฀AS฀0ETROCCHI฀DID�฀LOOKING฀AT฀
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EACH฀VARIANT฀ON฀A฀CASE฀BY฀CASE฀BASIS�฀AND฀BEING฀ADVISED฀BY฀THE฀DISTRIBU

TION฀OF฀VARIANTS฀BUT฀NOT฀RULED฀BY฀IT�

4HE฀'REEK฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT

7HATEVER฀THE฀PROBLEMS฀OF฀EDITING฀3VIPDAGSMÕL�฀ THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀฀
AND฀THE฀#OMMEDIA�฀THEY฀ARE฀AS฀NOTHING฀COMPARED฀TO฀THE฀CHALLENGE฀OF฀
EDITING฀THE฀'REEK฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT�฀&IRSTLY�฀WE฀ARE฀DEALING฀WITH฀A฀MASSIVE฀
NUMBER฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀SOME฀ ฀FOR฀THE฀WHOLE฀TEXT�฀WITH฀UP฀TO฀ ฀
FOR฀ANY฀SINGLE฀SECTION฀�THUS�฀FOR฀THE฀'OSPEL฀OF฀*OHN	�฀3ECONDLY�฀WE฀ARE฀
DEALING฀WITH฀A฀TRADITION฀THAT฀EXTENDS฀ACROSS฀MILLENNIA�฀ACROSS฀VAST฀GEO

GRAPHICAL฀SPACE�฀AND฀WITH฀MANY฀VERSIONS฀IN฀MANY฀LANGUAGES�฀ALL฀OF฀WHICH฀
MUST฀BE฀EXAMINED฀FOR฀THEIR฀POSSIBLE฀TESTIMONY�฀

"ECAUSE฀OF฀THESE฀FACTORS�฀THERE฀IS฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀ JUST฀WHAT฀SHOULD฀
BE฀ THE฀EDITORIAL฀GOAL�฀&OR฀ THE฀ THREE฀ TRADITIONS฀WE฀HAVE฀SURVEYED�฀AND฀
PARTICULARLY฀ FOR฀ THE฀#HAUCER฀AND฀THE฀$ANTE�฀WHERE฀OUR฀OLDEST฀EXTANT฀
MANUSCRIPTS฀DATE฀TO฀WITHIN฀A฀FEW฀YEARS฀OF฀THE฀AUTHOR�S฀LIFE฀�OR฀EVEN฀TO฀
HIS฀LIFE	฀ONE฀MIGHT฀PLAUSIBLY฀DECLARE฀THAT฀WE฀ARE฀TRYING฀TO฀RECOVER฀THE฀
CLOSEST฀POSSIBLE฀TEXT฀TO฀THAT฀WHICH฀LEFT฀THE฀AUTHOR�S฀HAND�฀THE฀hORIGINALv�฀
IF฀YOU฀LIKE�฀"UT฀THE฀GAP฀BETWEEN฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀*ESUS฀AND฀THE฀lRST฀MANU
฀
SCRIPTS�฀THE฀COMPLEXITY฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION฀AND฀THE฀PAUCITY฀OF฀EVIDENCE฀FOR฀ITS฀฀
VERY฀EARLIEST฀STAGES฀RENDER฀THE฀NOTION฀OF฀THE฀hORIGINALv฀TEXT฀OF฀THE฀.EW฀
4ESTAMENT฀PROBLEMATIC฀INDEED�฀!CCORDINGLY�฀THE฀EDITORS฀OF฀THE฀%DITIO฀
#RITICA฀-AIOR฀�%#-	฀SERIES฀OF฀EDITIONS฀OF฀THE฀'REEK฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT�฀
THE฀MOST฀AMBITIOUS฀AND฀ADVANCED฀INITIATIVE฀IN฀'REEK฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀
TEXTUAL฀SCHOLARSHIP�฀DECLARE฀THAT฀THE฀EDITED฀TEXT฀WHICH฀THEY฀OFFER฀ON฀THE฀
BASIS฀OF฀RESEARCH฀INTO฀ALL฀THE฀EVIDENCE�฀INCLUDING฀ALL฀EXTANT฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
AND฀VERSIONS฀IN฀EVERY฀LANGUAGE�฀REPRESENTS฀NOT฀THE฀hORIGINALv฀TEXT฀BUT฀THE฀
hINITIALv฀TEXT฀�'ERMAN฀h!USGANGSTEXTv	� ฀4HIS฀hINITIAL฀TEXTv฀IS฀GLOSSED฀IN฀

฀)T฀SHOULD฀BE฀NOTED฀THAT฀THE฀DIFlCULTIES฀ARE฀COMPOUNDED฀IF฀ONE฀CHOOSES฀TO฀CARRY฀OUT฀
A฀SAMPLE฀COLLATION฀RATHER฀THAN฀A฀FULL฀COLLATION�฀3EE฀2OBINSON�฀i4HE฀4EXTUAL฀4RADITION฀OF฀
$ANTE�S฀#OMMEDIA฀AND฀THE฀"ARBI฀LOCIw�฀%CDOTICA�฀ ฀� 	�฀PP�฀ �

฀%#-�฀"ARBARA฀!LAND�฀+URT฀!LANDo�฀'ERD฀-INK�฀(OLGER฀3TRUTWOLF�฀AND฀+LAUS฀7ACH

TEL�฀ED��฀.OVUM฀4ESTAMENTUM฀'RAECUM�฀%DITIO฀#RITICA฀-AIOR�฀VOL�฀ �฀#ATHOLIC฀,ETTERS�฀)NSTL�฀
�฀4HE฀,ETTERS฀OF฀0ETER�฀-ÓNSTER�฀)NSTITUTE฀FOR฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀2ESEARCH�฀ �฀4HIS฀DISCUS


SION฀OF฀THE฀%#-฀h!USGANGSTEXTv฀DRAWS฀UPON฀-ICHAEL฀7�฀(OLMES�฀i&ROM฀@/RIGINAL฀4EXT�฀TO฀฀
@)NITIAL฀4EXT��฀4HE฀4RADITIONAL฀'OAL฀OF฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀4EXTUAL฀#RITICISM฀IN฀#ONTEMPORARY฀
$ISCUSSIONw�฀IN฀"�$�฀%HRMAN฀AND฀-�7�฀(OLMES�฀EDS��฀4HE฀4EXT฀OF฀THE฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀IN฀
#ONTEMPORARY฀2ESEARCH�฀%SSAYS฀ON฀THE฀3TATUS฀1UAESTIONIS�฀ ND฀ED��฀"RILL�฀ �฀PP�฀ 
 �
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THE฀INTRODUCTION฀TO฀THE฀%#-฀EDITION฀OF฀ 
 ฀0ETER�฀ 
฀N� ฀AS฀iTHE฀FORM฀
OF฀A฀TEXT฀THAT฀STANDS฀AT฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀A฀TEXTUAL฀TRADITIONw�฀4HE฀EDITORS฀
ARE฀AT฀PAINS฀TO฀DISTINGUISH฀THIS฀FROM฀BOTH฀THE฀hORIGINALv฀�WHAT฀MIGHT฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀lRST฀WRITTEN฀DOWN	฀AND฀THE฀hARCHETYPEv฀�THE฀RECONSTRUCTED฀
ANCESTOR฀OF฀ALL฀SURVIVING฀WITNESSES	�฀)T฀IS฀BOTH฀LESS฀THAN฀THE฀ORIGINAL�฀AND฀฀
MORE฀THAN฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀AS฀+LAUS฀7ACHTEL฀DESCRIBED฀IT฀TO฀2OBINSON�฀฀
IT฀IS฀iTHE฀TEXT฀WHICH฀EXPLAINS฀ALL฀THE฀TEXTSw฀�PERSONAL฀COMMUNICATION	�฀
(OLMES฀DESCRIBES฀IT฀FURTHER฀AS฀iTHE฀RECONSTRUCTED฀HYPOTHETICAL฀FORM฀OF฀
TEXT฀FROM฀WHICH฀ALL฀SURVIVING฀WITNESSES฀DESCEND�฀A฀STAGE฀OF฀A฀TEXT�S฀HIS

TORY฀THAT฀STANDS฀BETWEEN฀ITS฀LITERARY฀FORMATION�฀ON฀THE฀ONE฀HAND�฀AND฀THE฀
ARCHETYPE฀OF฀THE฀EXTANT฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀ON฀THE฀OTHERw฀�P�฀ 	�

)N฀THIS฀DISCUSSION�฀WE฀FOCUS฀ON฀A฀SINGLE฀PLACE฀OF฀VARIATION฀IN฀THE฀%#-฀
PUBLICATION�฀THE฀VARIATION฀AT฀ ฀0ETER฀ � �฀WHERE฀IT฀APPEARS฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀
AN฀INSTANCE฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀PHENOMENON฀IDENTIlED฀AS฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀THREE฀
TRADITIONS฀DISCUSSED฀TO฀THIS฀POINT�฀OF฀THE฀DIFlCULTY฀CAUSED฀BY฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
WHICH฀DO฀NOT฀SHOW฀CONSISTENT฀PATTERNS฀OF฀AGREEMENT฀IN฀INTRODUCED฀VARI

ANTS฀BETWEEN฀THEM฀AND฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�

4HE฀WHOLE฀TEXT฀OF฀THIS฀VERSE฀IS฀GIVEN฀IN฀MOST฀EDITIONS฀AS�

4HIS฀VERSE฀IS฀TRANSLATED฀IN฀THE฀.ET"IBLE฀AS฀i"UT฀IF฀YOU฀SUFFER฀AS฀A฀#HRIS

TIAN�฀DO฀NOT฀BE฀ASHAMED�฀BUT฀GLORIFY฀'OD฀THAT฀YOU฀BEAR฀SUCH฀A฀NAMEw� ฀
4HE฀CONTEXT฀ IS฀ THAT฀ THE฀WRITER฀ �THE฀APOSTLE฀0ETER	฀ IS฀ SPEAKING฀ TO฀ THE฀
READER฀ABOUT฀THE฀SUFFERINGS฀WHICH฀MIGHT฀BE฀BROUGHT฀UPON฀HIM฀OR฀HER฀AS฀
A฀#HRISTIAN�฀)N฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀VERSES�฀THE฀WRITER฀INSTRUCTS฀THE฀READER฀THAT฀HE฀
OR฀SHE฀IS฀NOT฀INSULTED฀BUT฀IS฀ACTUALLY฀BLESSED฀IF฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀IS฀CALLED฀A฀#HRIS

TIAN฀�VERSE฀ 	�฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀SHOULD฀NOT฀ACCEPT฀SUFFERING฀AS฀A฀MERE฀CRIMINAL฀
�VERSE฀ 	฀BUT฀SHOULD฀GLORIFY฀'OD฀THAT฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀IS฀CALLED฀A฀#HRISTIAN�฀
(OWEVER�฀THE฀EXACT฀WORDING฀OF฀THE฀'REEK฀IS฀AWKWARD�฀AS฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀BY฀
THE฀VARIETY฀OF฀TRANSLATIONS฀OF฀THIS฀VERSE�

#OMMON฀%NGLISH฀"IBLE�฀"UT฀DON�T฀BE฀ASHAMED฀IF฀YOU฀SUFFER฀AS฀ONE฀WHO฀
BELONGS฀TO฀#HRIST�฀2ATHER�฀HONOR฀'OD฀AS฀YOU฀BEAR฀#HRIST�S฀NAME�฀'IVE฀
HONOR฀TO฀'OD�

'OOD฀.EWS฀"IBLE�฀(OWEVER�฀IF฀YOU฀SUFFER฀BECAUSE฀YOU฀ARE฀A฀#HRISTIAN�฀
DON�T฀BE฀ASHAMED฀OF฀IT�฀BUT฀THANK฀'OD฀THAT฀YOU฀BEAR฀#HRIST�S฀NAME�

฀https://netbible.org/. Accessed 15 March 2019�
฀4HESE฀TRANSLATIONS฀FROM฀https://www.biblestudytools.com/฀�!CCESSED฀ ฀-ARCH฀ 	�
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,EXHAM฀%NGLISH฀"IBLE�฀"UT฀IF฀;SOMEONE฀SUFFERS=฀AS฀A฀#HRISTIAN�฀HE฀MUST฀NOT฀
BE฀ASHAMED�฀BUT฀MUST฀GLORIFY฀'OD฀WITH฀THIS฀NAME�฀�"IBLE฀4RANSLATIONS	�

)T฀APPEARS฀THAT฀THE฀EXACT฀REFERENCE฀OF฀THE฀PHRASE฀ ฀
�hIN฀THIS฀NAMEv	฀CAUSES฀DIFlCULTY�฀FROM฀THE฀IMMEDIATE฀CONTEXT�฀FOLLOWING฀
THE฀REFERENCE฀TO฀'OD�฀THE฀MOST฀NATURAL฀READING฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀#HRIS

TIAN฀IS฀TO฀BE฀APPLIED฀TO฀'OD�฀AND฀NOT฀TO฀THE฀SUFFERING฀PERSON฀�

�฀hCONCERNING฀'OD฀IN฀THIS฀NAMEv	�฀(ENCE฀THE฀VARIETY฀
OF฀PERIPHRASES฀SEEN฀IN฀THE฀TRANSLATIONS�฀INTENDED฀TO฀SHOW฀THAT฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀
#HRISTIAN฀BELONGS฀TO฀THE฀SUFFERING฀PERSON�฀WHILE฀THE฀GLORY฀BELONGS฀TO฀'OD�

7HERE฀THERE฀IS฀DIFlCULTY฀IN฀THE฀TEXT�฀ONE฀MIGHT฀EXPECT฀VARIATION�฀AND฀
THAT฀IS฀WHAT฀WE฀HAVE฀HERE�฀)N฀MANY฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀WE฀lND฀ ฀
�hIN฀THIS฀PARTv	฀INSTEAD฀OF฀ ฀�hIN฀THIS฀NAMEv	�฀4HIS฀IS฀
THE฀READING฀UNDERLYING฀THE฀+ING฀*AMES฀BIBLE�฀ FOR฀ LONG฀THE฀MOST฀ INmU

ENTIAL฀%NGLISH
LANGUAGE฀BIBLE�฀h9ET฀IF฀ANY฀MAN฀SUFFER฀AS฀A฀#HRISTIAN�฀LET฀
HIM฀NOT฀BE฀ASHAMED�฀BUT฀LET฀HIM฀GLORIFY฀'OD฀ON฀THIS฀BEHALFv�฀(ERE฀IS฀THE฀
DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀THE฀VARIANTS�฀AS฀SUMMARIZED฀BY฀'URRY฀AND฀7ASSERMAN�

FIGURE฀
4HE฀VARIANTS฀AT฀ ฀0ETER฀ � �฀'URRY฀AND฀7ASSERMAN฀P�฀ �

'URRY฀AND฀7ASSERMAN฀OBSERVE�฀AS฀DO฀MANY฀OTHER฀COMMENTATORS฀�SEE฀฀
THE฀NOTES฀TO฀'URRY฀AND฀7ASSERMAN�S฀DISCUSSION	�฀THAT฀THE฀WITNESSES฀TO฀THE฀฀
READING฀ ฀ARE฀CONlNED฀ALMOST฀EXCLUSIVELY฀TO฀JUST฀ONE฀
BRANCH฀OF฀THE฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀TRADITION�฀TO฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
COPIED฀AFTER฀ ฀!$฀AND฀CURRENT฀ IN฀ THE฀/RTHODOX฀CHURCH฀ TO฀ THIS฀DAY�฀
*UST฀ONE฀OTHER฀BRANCH฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION�฀THE฀/LD฀#HURCH฀3LAVONIC฀�ALSO฀
DATING฀IN฀ITS฀EARLIEST฀HYPOTHESIZED฀FORM฀TO฀THE฀ TH฀CENTURY	�฀SUPPORTS฀THE฀
"YZANTINE฀TEXT฀READING฀HERE�฀

)N฀CONTRAST�฀THE฀READING฀ ฀IS฀FOUND฀IN฀EVERY฀WITNESS฀
AND฀EVERY฀VERSION฀DATING฀FROM฀BEFORE฀ ฀!$�฀)T฀IS฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀THREE฀GREAT฀
UNCIAL฀MANUSCRIPTS฀3INAITICUS฀!LEXANDRINUS฀AND฀6ATICANUS฀�DESIGNATED฀

฀0�*�฀'URRY�฀4�฀7ASSERMAN�฀!฀.EW฀!PPROACH฀TO฀4EXTUAL฀#RITICISM�฀!N฀)NTRODUCTION฀TO฀
THE฀#OHERENCE
"ASED฀'ENEALOGICAL฀-ETHOD�฀3TUTTGART�฀3OCIETY฀FOR฀"IBLICAL฀,ITERATURE฀AND฀
$EUTSCHE฀"IBELGESELLSCHAFT�฀ �
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฀ ฀ ฀HERE	�฀ALL฀DATING฀FROM฀BETWEEN฀ ฀AND฀ ฀!$�฀)T฀IS฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀
"ODMER฀0APYRUS฀6))
6)))฀�0 	�฀POSSIBLY฀EARLIER฀THAN฀ALL฀THREE฀UNCIALS�฀)T฀
UNDERLIES฀BOTH฀THE฀6ETUS฀,ATINA฀AND฀6ULGATE฀,ATIN฀VERSIONS�฀DATING฀FROM฀
BEFORE฀ ฀!$�฀AND฀IS฀THE฀SOURCE฀OF฀THE฀READINGS฀IN฀THE฀#OPTIC�฀3YRIAC�฀
%THIOPIC�฀'EORGIAN฀AND฀!RMENIAN฀VERSIONS�฀AND฀INDEED฀EVERY฀VERSION฀
DATING฀BEFORE฀ ฀!$�฀)T฀IS฀ALSO฀THE฀READING฀OF฀THE฀IMPORTANT฀MINUSCULE฀

�฀WHICH฀IS฀HELD฀TO฀BE฀A฀COPY฀OF฀A฀FOURTH฀CENTURY฀UNCIAL฀MANUSCRIPT�
9ET�฀DESPITE฀THIS฀COMPLETE฀UNANIMITY฀OF฀THE฀EARLIEST฀VERSIONS�฀THE฀%#-฀

EDITORS฀CHOOSE฀THE฀LATE฀"YZANTINE฀READING฀HERE�฀7HY฀DO฀THEY฀ACCEPT฀THIS฀
READING�฀(ERE�฀WE฀MUST฀ TAKE฀ TWO฀ FURTHER฀ FACTORS฀ INTO฀ACCOUNT�฀&IRSTLY�฀
ALTHOUGH฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀TRADITION฀AROSE฀CENTURIES฀AFTER฀THE฀EARLIEST฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀AND฀VERSIONS�฀IT฀EXISTS฀IN฀FAR฀MORE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀THAN฀ANY฀OTHER฀VER

SION�฀BECAUSE฀THE฀/RTHODOX฀CHURCH฀HAS฀CONTINUED฀USING฀'REEK�฀AND฀THE฀
'REEK฀TEXT฀HAS฀CONTINUED฀TO฀BE฀COPIED฀�AND฀LATER฀PRINTED	฀UP฀TO฀THIS฀DAY�฀
!S฀A฀RESULT฀WHEN฀RENAISSANCE฀SCHOLARS฀SOUGHT฀'REEK฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀FOR฀THE฀
MAKING฀OF฀NEW฀TRANSLATIONS฀AND฀EDITIONS�฀THEY฀FOUND฀MANUSCRIPTS฀CARRY

ING฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀TEXT�฀4HE฀lRST฀PRINTED฀TEXT฀OF฀THE฀"IBLE�฀PREPARED฀BY฀%RAS

MUS฀AND฀PRINTED฀BY฀&ROBEN฀IN฀"ASEL฀IN฀ �฀WAS฀BASED฀ON฀SEVEN฀MINUS

CULE฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀ALL฀DATING฀AFTER฀ ฀AND฀ALL฀CARRYING฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀TEXT�฀
%RASMUS�S฀SECOND฀EDITION฀� 	฀WAS฀USED฀BY฀-ARTIN฀,UTHER฀AS฀THE฀BASIS฀
OF฀THIS฀'ERMAN฀TRANSLATION฀OF฀THE฀"IBLE�฀THE฀THIRD฀EDITION฀� 	฀WAS฀USED฀
BY฀7ILLIAM฀4YNDALE฀FOR฀THE฀lRST฀%NGLISH฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀BASED฀ON฀'REEK฀
SOURCES�฀AND฀ALSO฀BY฀THE฀CREATORS฀OF฀THE฀'ENEVA฀"IBLE฀AND฀THE฀+ING฀*AMES฀
"IBLE�฀4HE฀INmUENCE฀OF฀THE฀+ING฀*AMES฀"IBLE฀FOR฀LATER฀ANGLOPHONE฀CULTURE฀
CANNOT฀BE฀OVERSTATED�฀FOR฀%NGLAND�฀AND฀LATER฀FOR฀ITS฀COLONIES�฀AND฀THEN฀FOR฀
THE฀EMERGENT฀5NITED฀3TATES�฀IT฀BECAME฀THE฀BOOK฀OF฀BOOKS�฀THE฀TOUCHSTONE฀
BY฀WHICH฀NOT฀JUST฀RELIGION฀BUT฀LANGUAGE฀ITSELF฀WAS฀MEASURED�฀4O฀THIS฀DAY�฀
THERE฀ARE฀MANY฀FUNDAMENTALIST฀#HRISTIAN฀GROUPS�฀ESPECIALLY฀IN฀THE฀5NITED฀
3TATES�฀AND฀NOT฀A฀FEW฀TEXTUAL฀SCHOLARS�฀WHO฀ASCRIBE฀EXTRAORDINARY฀AUTHOR
฀
ITY฀TO฀THE฀+ING฀*AMES฀"IBLE�฀4HERE฀ARE฀GROUPS฀OF฀FUNDAMENTALIST฀"APTISTS฀
WITH฀THE฀MOTTO฀h+ING฀*AMES฀/NLYv�฀AND฀A฀GROUP฀OF฀WELL
QUALIlED฀SCHO
฀
LARS฀WHO฀ASSERT฀ THE฀VALUE฀OF฀ THE฀"YZANTINE฀ TEXT฀UNDER฀VARIOUS฀ LABELS�฀ AS฀
hTEXTUS฀RECEPTUSv฀OR฀THE฀hMAJORITY฀TEXTv� ฀)T฀IS฀THE฀+ING฀*AMES฀"IBLE฀WHICH฀
INFUSES฀THE฀LANGUAGE฀OF฀THE฀"OOK฀OF฀-ORMON�฀)T฀IS฀A฀NOTABLE฀FEATURE฀OF฀THE฀
%#-฀EDITIONS฀THAT฀AT฀MANY฀PLACES฀n฀AS฀HERE฀IN฀ ฀0ETER฀ � ฀n฀THEY฀PREFER฀A฀
READING฀FROM฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀TEXT฀WHERE฀OTHER฀EDITORS฀�INCLUDING฀THE฀EARLIER฀

฀+�฀,AKE�฀3�฀.EW�฀3IX฀#OLLATIONS฀OF฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀-ANUSCRIPTS�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀-ASS�฀
AND฀/XFORD�฀(ARVARD฀50฀AND฀/XFORD฀50�฀ �

฀3EE�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀POSTINGS฀AT฀http://evangelicaltextualcriticism.blogspot.com/�฀WITH฀฀
0ETER฀-�฀(EAD�฀4OMMY฀7ASSERMAN฀AND฀0�*�฀7ILLIAMS฀NAMED฀AS฀CONTRIBUTORS฀ON฀THE฀MAST
฀
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.ESTLE
!LAND฀EDITIONS	฀PREFER฀A฀READING฀ATTESTED฀BY฀EARLIER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀
4HE฀%#-฀EDITORS฀DECLARE฀NO฀SUCH฀POLICY� ฀"UT฀THAT฀IS฀THE฀EFFECT�

4HE฀SECOND฀FACTOR฀IS฀THE฀RELIANCE฀OF฀THE฀%#-฀EDITORS฀ON฀THE฀h#OHER

ENCE
BASED฀'ENEALOGICAL฀-ETHODv฀�#"'-	�฀A฀METHOD฀DEVELOPED฀BY฀'ERD฀
-INK�฀FORMERLY฀OF฀THE฀-ÓNSTER฀)NSTITUTE฀FOR฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀2ESEARCH�฀SPE

CIl฀CALLY฀TO฀HELP฀THE฀%#-฀EDITORS�฀AND฀OTHERS�฀CHOOSE฀WHICH฀READING�฀AMONG฀
THE฀MANY฀SHOWN฀BY฀THEIR฀COMPREHENSIVE฀COLLATION�฀SHOULD฀BE฀CHOSEN฀
FOR฀THE฀h!USGANGSTEXTv฀�AND฀HENCE�฀TO฀APPEAR฀AS฀THE฀TEXT฀IN฀THE฀MANY฀EDI

TIONS฀WHICH฀USE฀THE฀TEXT฀ESTABLISHED฀BY฀THE฀)NSTITUTE฀AND฀ITS฀PARTNERS	� ฀4HIS฀
METHOD฀HAS฀BECOME฀CONTROVERSIAL฀AMONG฀SOME฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀SCHOLARS�฀
IN฀PART฀BECAUSE฀IT฀IS฀DIFl฀CULT฀TO฀UNDERSTAND�฀!฀FULL฀DESCRIPTION฀AND฀ANALYSIS฀
OF฀THE฀#"'-฀IS฀BEYOND฀THE฀SCOPE฀OF฀THIS฀ARTICLE�฀WE฀WILL฀FOCUS฀ON฀ITS฀IMPLI

CATIONS฀FOR฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH฀SHARE฀FEW฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS฀WITH฀OTHERS�

4HE฀ FUNDAMENTAL฀ TOOL฀OF฀#"'-฀IS฀ THAT฀ IT฀BUILDS�฀AT฀ EVERY฀POINT฀OF฀
VARIATION�฀WHAT฀IT฀CALLS฀hTEXTUAL฀m฀OW฀DIAGRAMSv฀�SEE฀&IGURE฀ 	�฀

FIGURE฀
#"'-฀TEXTUAL฀m฀OW฀DIAGRAM฀ FOR฀ THE฀VARIANTS฀ AT฀ *OHN฀ �฀ ฀ �ADDRESSES฀ 
 	�฀
SHOWING฀THE฀DESCENT฀OF฀READING฀C฀FROM฀A� ฀

HEAD฀AS฀OF฀ ฀-ARCH฀ �฀4HESE฀THREE฀ARE฀PROFESSIONAL฀ACADEMIC฀SCHOLARS฀OF฀HIGH฀REPUTE�฀
/NE฀MIGHT฀FAIRLY฀REPORT฀THAT฀MANY฀POSTS฀ON฀THE฀BLOG฀SHOW฀SYMPATHY฀TOWARDS฀THE฀h-AJOR

ITY฀4EXTv฀MOVEMENT�฀WITHOUT฀SUBSCRIBING฀TO฀ITS฀MORE฀EXTREME฀POSITIONS�฀3EE�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀
http://evangelicaltextualcriticism.blogspot.com/2006/06/whats-happened-to-majority-text.

html฀WITH฀ITS฀REPORT฀OF฀THE฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀THE฀h-AJORITY฀4EXT฀3OCIETYv�฀4HE฀SITE฀http://www.

majoritytext.com฀IS฀STILL฀MAINTAINED�฀BUT฀WITH฀LITTLE฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀RECENT฀YEARS�
฀"ARBARA฀!LAND�฀+URT฀!LANDo�฀ *OHANNES฀+ARAVIDOPOULOS�฀#ARLO฀-�฀-ARTINI฀AND฀

"RUCE฀-�฀-ETZGER�฀.OVUM฀4ESTAMENTUM฀'RAECE�฀ TH฀%DITION�฀3TUTTGART�฀$EUTSCHE฀"IBEL

GESELLSCHAFT�฀ �

฀'�฀-INK�฀i0ROBLEMS฀OF฀A฀(IGHLY฀#ONTAMINATED฀4RADITION�฀4HE฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT�฀
3TEMMATA฀OF฀6ARIANTS฀AS฀A฀3OURCE฀OF฀A฀'ENEALOGY฀FOR฀7ITNESSESw�฀IN฀3TUDIES฀IN฀3TEMMA

TOLOGY฀))�฀ED�฀0�4H�฀VAN฀2EENEN�฀!�!�฀DEN฀(OLLANDER�฀-�฀VAN฀-ULKEN�฀!MSTERDAM�฀*OHN฀
"ENJAMINS�฀ �฀PP�฀ 
 �

฀!�#�฀%DMONDSON�฀!N฀!NALYSIS฀OF฀THE฀#OHERENCE
"ASED฀'ENEALOGICAL฀-ETHOD฀5SING฀
0HYLOGENETICS�฀$OCTORAL฀$ISSERTATION�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀"IRMINGHAM�฀ �฀P�฀ �
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4HESE฀TEXTUAL฀mOW฀DIAGRAMS฀LOOK฀LIKE฀TRADITIONAL฀STEMMATA�฀BUT฀THEY฀
DIFFER฀IN฀TWO฀CRUCIAL฀WAYS�

�฀4HEY฀EXCLUDE฀HYPOTHETICAL฀SUB
ANCESTORS�฀/NLY฀EXTANT฀MANUSCRIPTS฀
ARE฀INCLUDED�

�฀4HE฀TEXTUAL฀mOW฀DIAGRAMS฀REPRESENT฀THE฀RELATIONSHIP฀BETWEEN฀TEXTS�฀
NOT฀MANUSCRIPTS� ฀AND฀A฀KEY฀FACTOR฀IN฀DETERMINING฀THE฀DIRECTION฀OF฀mOW฀
BETWEEN฀TEXTS฀IS฀THE฀RELATIVE฀CLOSENESS฀OF฀EACH฀TEXT฀TO฀THE฀HYPOTHETICAL฀!US

GANGSTEXT�฀IN฀FACT�฀THE฀TEXT฀OF฀THE฀'REEK฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀ESTABLISHED฀BY฀THE฀
.ESTLE
!LAND฀AND฀%#-฀EDITORS�฀4HIS฀CAN฀LEAD฀TO฀ODD฀RESULTS�฀!LTHOUGH฀WE฀
KNOW฀THAT฀THE฀MINISCULE฀ ฀�WRITTEN฀AROUND฀ ฀!$	฀IS฀THE฀DIRECT฀EXEM

PLAR฀OF฀ ฀�WRITTEN฀SOME฀ ฀YEARS฀LATER	�฀THE฀TEXTUAL฀mOW฀DIAGRAMS฀ACTUALLY฀
REVERSE฀THIS�฀AND฀SHOW฀ ฀AS฀THE฀ANCESTOR฀OF฀ �฀BECAUSE฀ ฀DIFFERS฀FROM฀
THE฀.ESTLE
!LAND฀TEXT฀AT฀ONLY฀ ฀POINTS�฀WHILE฀ ฀DIFFERS฀AT฀ ฀POINTS�

#"'-฀ OFFERS฀ SUGGESTIONS฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ DIFFERENT฀ LEVELS฀ OF฀ COHERENCE฀
RESULTING฀FROM฀DIFFERENT฀CHOICES฀OF฀hINITIAL฀TEXTv�฀AND฀THE฀EDITORS฀CAN฀TAKE฀
THESE฀DIFFERENT฀ LEVELS฀OF฀ COHERENCE฀ INTO฀ACCOUNT฀AS฀ THEY฀CHOOSE฀WHICH฀
READING฀IS฀MOST฀LIKELY฀TO฀HAVE฀BEEN฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀hINITIAL฀TEXTv�฀h#OHER

ENCEv฀MAY฀BE฀SIGNIlCANTLY฀AFFECTED฀BY฀MANY฀FACTORS�฀INCLUDING฀THE฀CHOICE฀
OF฀WHAT฀VARIANT฀IS฀THE฀!USGANGSTEXT�

)N฀SEVERAL฀RESPECTS�฀THE฀#"'-฀WORKS฀ON฀A฀MODEL฀OF฀TEXTUAL฀VARIATION฀
WHICH฀DIFFERS฀ FROM฀WHAT฀MOST฀SCHOLARS฀THINK฀HAPPENS฀ IN฀TEXTUAL฀ TRADI

TIONS�฀THUS฀THE฀EXCLUSION฀OF฀HYPOTHETICAL฀ANCESTORS�฀AND฀THE฀DETERMINATION฀
OF฀TEXTUAL฀mOW฀AS฀QUITE฀DETACHED฀FROM฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀DATES฀OF฀THE฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀WHICH฀CARRY฀THE฀TEXTS�฀(OWEVER�฀IT฀HAS฀POWERFUL฀PRACTICAL฀ADVAN

TAGES�฀)T฀GREATLY฀SIMPLIlES฀THE฀TEXTUAL฀mOW฀DIAGRAMS�฀AS฀THEY฀INCLUDE฀ONLY฀
EXTANT฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀)T฀ALSO฀PERMITS฀TEXTS฀WHICH฀APPEAR฀IN฀ONLY฀LATE฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀BUT฀REPRESENT฀MUCH฀EARLIER฀STATES฀OF฀THE฀TEXT฀TO฀HAVE฀FULL฀WEIGHT�฀

-OST฀OFTEN�฀ THE฀METHOD฀YIELDS฀APPARENTLY฀GOOD฀RESULTS�฀OR฀AT฀ LEAST฀
RESULTS฀THAT฀THE฀GREAT฀MAJORITY฀OF฀SCHOLARS฀ARE฀PREPARED฀TO฀ACCEPT�฀"UT฀
IN฀A฀FEW฀CASES฀n฀AS฀HERE฀n฀THE฀#"'-฀OFFERS฀A฀SURPRISING฀CHOICE฀OF฀READ

ING�฀4HE฀KEY฀TO฀#"'-�S฀CHOICE฀OF฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀TEXT฀READING฀HERE฀IS฀
THAT฀AMONG฀THE฀MANY฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OF฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀TRADITION�฀THERE฀ARE฀
EIGHT฀WHICH฀ACTUALLY฀HAVE฀THE฀�B	฀READING฀OF฀THE฀UNCIAL฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AND฀
OTHERS�฀ ฀�hIN฀THIS฀NAMEv	�฀AND฀NOT฀THE฀�A	฀READING฀

฀�hIN฀THIS฀PARTv	฀OF฀ALL฀OTHER฀"YZANTINE฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀
4HESE฀EIGHT฀REPRESENT฀ THREE฀ LINES฀OF฀DESCENT� ฀!CCORDINGLY�฀ THE฀TEXTUAL฀

฀"�฀"ORDALEJO�฀i4HE฀'ENEALOGY฀OF฀4EXTS�฀-ANUSCRIPT฀4RADITIONS฀AND฀4EXTUAL฀4RADI

TIONSw�฀IN฀$IGITAL฀3CHOLARSHIP฀IN฀THE฀(UMANITIES�฀ � ฀� 	�฀PP�฀ 
 �

฀%DMONDSON�฀!N฀!NALYSIS�฀P�฀ �
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mOW฀DIAGRAMS฀SHOW฀READING฀�B	฀DESCENDED฀FROM฀�A	฀THREE฀TIMES�฀.OW�฀
IF฀THE฀INITIAL฀TEXT฀WAS฀THE฀OLDER฀READING฀�B	�฀WE฀HAVE฀TO฀DEAL฀WITH฀TWO฀
CHANGES�฀FROM฀ AND฀BACK฀TO฀ ฀�&IGURE฀ 	�

FIGURE฀
4EXTUAL฀mOW฀AT฀ ฀0ETER฀ � �฀WITH฀THE฀INITIAL฀TEXT฀SET฀TO฀ �

(OWEVER�฀IF฀WE฀PRESUME฀THAT฀THE฀INITIAL฀TEXT฀WERE฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀READ

ING฀�A	฀WE฀HAVE฀ONLY฀TO฀DEAL฀WITH฀ONE฀VARIANT�฀THE฀SHIFT฀FROM฀

�&IGURE฀ 	�

FIGURE฀
4EXTUAL฀mOW฀AT฀ ฀0ETER฀ � �฀WITH฀THE฀INITIAL฀TEXT฀SET฀TO฀

)N฀THE฀TERMS฀OF฀THE฀#"'-�฀THE฀SECOND฀HYPOTHESIS฀�THAT฀THE฀ORIGI

NAL฀READING฀WAS฀ 	฀IS฀MORE฀hCOHERENTv฀THAN฀THE฀lRST�฀)T฀
MEANS฀THAT฀WE฀DO฀NOT฀HAVE฀TO฀PRESUME฀THAT฀THE฀CHANGE฀

฀ TO฀ ฀EVER฀HAPPENED�฀)NSTEAD฀WE฀HAVE฀ONLY฀TO฀
PRESUME฀THE฀CHANGE฀ ฀OCCURRED฀
JUST฀FOUR฀TIMES�฀!CCORDINGLY�฀THE฀%#-฀EDITORS฀PRINT฀THIS฀READING฀IN฀THEIR฀
EDITION฀OF฀ ฀0ETER฀ � ฀WITHOUT฀QUALIlCATION�
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(OWEVER�฀A฀LITTLE฀MORE฀THOUGHT฀SUGGESTS฀THERE฀IS฀SOMETHING฀FUNDAMEN

TALLY฀WRONG฀WITH฀THIS฀HYPOTHESIS�฀#ONSIDER฀JUST฀THE฀THREE฀UNCIAL฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀3INAITICUS฀!LEXANDRINUS฀AND฀6ATICANUS�฀THE฀PAPYRUS฀0 �฀AND฀THE฀
MINUSCULE฀ �฀ALL฀WITH฀TEXTS฀DATING฀FROM฀BEFORE฀ ฀!$�฀4HE฀TEXTUAL฀
mOW฀DIAGRAMS฀TYPICALLY฀SHOW฀THE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀ ฀IN฀ALL฀lVE฀OF฀THESE฀
AS฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀A฀SINGLE฀CHANGE�฀FROM฀!USGANGSTEXT฀ ฀�AS฀ASSIGNED฀
BY฀THE฀%#-฀EDITORS	฀TO฀ �฀4HIS฀IS฀REPRESENTED฀AS฀FOLLOWS฀BY฀
%DMONDSON฀IN฀&IGURE฀ �

FIGURE฀
4EXTUAL฀mOW฀IN฀ ฀0ETER฀ � �฀SHOWING฀6ATICANUS฀� 	฀AS฀THE฀ANCESTOR฀OF฀3INAITI

CUS฀!LEXANDRINUS฀� � ฀ 	฀0 ฀AND฀ �

4HAT฀IS�฀THE฀CHANGE฀APPEARS฀lRST฀IN฀6ATICANUS฀� 	฀AND฀THENCE฀DESCENDS฀
TO฀3INAITICUS฀� 	฀0 ฀AND฀ �฀4HIS฀IS฀IN฀ACCORD฀WITH฀THE฀WAY฀IN฀WHICH฀
THE฀#"'-฀SHOWS฀TEXTUAL฀mOW฀WORKING�฀"ECAUSE฀3INAITICUS฀HAS฀MORE฀
VARIANTS฀FROM฀THE฀!USGANGSTEXT฀� 	฀THAN฀HAS฀6ATICANUS฀� 	�฀THE฀TEX

TUAL฀mOW฀SHOWS฀THE฀TEXT฀OF฀3INAITICUS฀AS฀DESCENDED฀FROM฀6ATICANUS�฀"UT฀
THIS฀IS฀SIMPLY฀NOT฀TRUE฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀RATHER฀THAN฀THE฀TEXTS�฀
3INAITICUS฀ IS฀ COMPREHENSIVELY฀ NOT฀ A฀ COPY฀ OF฀6ATICANUS฀ OR฀ DESCENDED฀
FROM฀IT�฀)T฀IS฀HERE฀THAT฀THE฀EXCLUSION฀OF฀SUB
ANCESTORS฀FROM฀THE฀TEXTUAL฀
mOW฀DIAGRAMS฀BECOMES฀A฀PROBLEM�฀%DMONDSON�S฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀
TEXTUAL฀mOW฀APPEARS฀TO฀SHOW฀ALL฀OF฀ � ฀0 ฀AND฀ ฀DESCENDING฀FROM฀

�฀"UT฀THIS฀IS฀NOT฀HISTORICALLY฀THE฀CASE�฀.OT฀ONE฀OF฀THESE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀IS฀
A฀DESCENDANT฀OF฀ �

)T฀ IS฀ POSSIBLE฀ THAT฀ THERE฀ MIGHT฀ HAVE฀BEEN฀AN฀EXEMPLAR฀ BELOW฀ THE฀
ARCHETYPE฀FROM฀WHICH฀ALL฀OF฀THE฀UNCIALS�฀0 ฀ �฀AND฀ALL฀THE฀VERSIONS�฀
MIGHT฀HAVE฀DESCENDED�฀!ND฀HERE฀WE฀COME฀UP฀AGAINST฀THE฀SAME฀PROBLEM฀฀
WE฀HAVE฀SEEN฀IN฀THE฀OTHER฀THREE฀INSTANCES฀STUDIED�฀7E฀HAVE฀HERE฀MULTIPLE฀฀
WITNESSES฀n฀TEN฀OR฀SO฀n฀WHICH฀MAY฀OR฀MAY฀NOT฀SHARE฀AN฀EXEMPLAR฀BELOW฀
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THE฀ORIGINAL�฀OR฀SOME฀OF฀WHICH฀MAY฀SHARE฀EXEMPLARS฀WITH฀OTHERS�฀"UT฀
IT฀APPEARS฀THAT฀GENERATIONS฀OF฀STUDY฀HAVE฀FAILED฀TO฀lND฀CONVINCING฀EVI

DENCE฀OF฀ANY฀SUCH฀RELATIONSHIP�฀

)NDEED�฀EVEN฀IF฀THERE฀WERE฀SURE฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀A฀SINGLE฀EXEMPLAR฀WHICH฀
INTRODUCED฀THE฀READING฀OF฀ ฀FOR฀!USGANGSTEXT฀ �฀IT฀IS฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀
ACCEPT฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀SCENARIO฀THIS฀IMPLIES�฀)T฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀
HAD฀ �฀THAT฀THIS฀IS฀MISCOPIED฀AS฀OF฀ ฀JUST฀ONCE฀INTO฀A฀SINGLE฀EXEM

PLAR฀SOME฀TIME฀BEFORE฀ ฀!$�฀FROM฀WHICH฀ALL฀THE฀COPIES฀MADE฀BEFORE฀
C�฀ ฀!$฀DESCEND�฀3OMEHOW�฀NO฀OTHER฀COPIES฀OF฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀WITH฀฀

฀SURVIVE฀UNTIL฀C�฀ ฀!$�฀WHEN฀THE฀lRST฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀THE฀"YZ

ANTINE฀TEXT฀APPEAR�฀(OWEVER�฀DIFlCULT฀AS฀THIS฀IS฀TO฀IMAGINE�฀THE฀ALTERNA

TIVE฀IN฀WHICH฀EVERY฀ONE฀OF฀THESE฀COPIES฀HAD฀ ฀IN฀THEIR฀EXEMPLAR�฀AND฀
IN฀EVERY฀CASE฀�TEN฀OR฀MORE	฀ALTERED฀THIS฀INDEPENDENTLY฀TO฀OF฀ �฀IS฀
EVEN฀MORE฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀ACCEPT�

&OR฀THESE฀REASONS�฀ALL฀MODERN฀EDITIONS฀BEFORE฀THE฀%#-฀ACCEPTED฀THE฀
OLDER฀READING฀OF฀ �฀SOMETIMES฀NOT฀EVEN฀RECORDING฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀
�AND฀/LD฀#HURCH฀3LAVONIC	฀ ฀AS฀A฀VARIANT�฀!LTHOUGH฀-INK฀ARGUES฀THAT฀
READING฀ ฀IS฀MORE฀LIKELY฀ON฀hINTERNALv฀GROUNDS�฀AS฀THE฀HARDER฀READ

ING�฀AN฀ARGUMENT฀COULD฀BE฀MADE฀FOR฀THE฀DIFlCULTY฀OF฀ ฀AS฀IT฀REFERS฀
NOT฀ TO฀'OD฀�IN฀ THE฀PHRASE฀ IMMEDIATELY฀PRECEDING	฀BUT฀ TO฀ �฀
EARLIER฀IN฀THE฀SENTENCE�฀4HE฀READING฀OF฀ ฀IN฀THREE฀BRANCHES฀OF฀THE฀
VERY฀LARGE฀"YZANTINE฀TRADITION฀�IN฀PLACE฀OF฀ 	฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀ARISEN฀AS฀
A฀REPETITION฀FROM฀TWO฀VERSES฀EARLIER�฀WHERE฀THE฀SAME฀WORD฀APPEARS฀IN฀A฀
PARALLEL฀CONTEXT�฀3IMILARLY�฀AS฀THE฀VARIOUS฀TRANSLATIONS฀OF฀OF฀ ฀SUG

GEST�฀SCRIBES฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀FOUND฀THE฀SENSE฀DIFlCULT฀HERE฀AND฀SUBSTITUTED฀
THE฀BLAND฀ ฀IN฀THE฀EXEMPLARS฀OF฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀AND฀/LD฀#HURCH฀3LA

VONIC฀TRADITIONS�

/NE฀THING฀THAT฀APPEARS฀CLEAR฀IS฀THIS�฀IN฀THIS฀INSTANCE�฀THE฀EFFECT฀OF฀THE฀
#"'-฀MAY฀BE฀THAT฀EDITORS฀DO฀NOT฀PAY฀SUFlCIENT฀ATTENTION฀TO฀THE฀COM

PLEXITIES฀OF฀THE฀HISTORIC฀RELATIONS฀AMONG฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀BY฀SUGGESTING฀THAT฀
ALL฀THE฀OLDER฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AND฀VERSIONS฀AMOUNT฀TO฀A฀SINGLE฀LINE฀OF฀DESCENT�฀
AND฀SO฀�INDEED	฀HAVING฀NO฀MORE฀STEMMATIC฀WEIGHT฀THAN฀THE฀SINGLE฀LINE฀
OF฀DESCENT฀REPRESENTED฀BY฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀TEXT฀�OR฀EVEN฀LESS�฀IF฀ONE฀REGARDS฀฀
THE฀/LD฀#HURCH฀3LAVONIC฀AS฀A฀SECOND�฀INDEPENDENT฀LINE	�฀!CCORDINGLY�฀THE฀฀
%#-฀EDITORS฀CONSIDER฀THEY฀ARE฀LICENSED฀TO฀PREFER฀THE฀"YZANTINE฀READING฀
HERE�฀(OWEVER�฀IN฀OUR฀VIEW�฀THIS฀IS฀AN฀INSTANCE฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀PROBLEM฀OF฀MUL

TIPLE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀REPRESENTING฀AN฀UNCERTAIN฀NUMBER฀OF฀LINES฀OF฀DESCENT฀
FROM฀THE฀EXEMPLAR฀THAT฀WE฀MET฀IN฀THE฀OTHER฀THREE฀TRADITIONS฀HERE฀ANA

LYZED�฀!S฀IN฀THOSE฀CASES�฀THE฀EDITOR฀MUST฀DEAL฀WITH฀THIS฀PHENOMENON�฀AND฀฀
NOT฀IGNORE฀IT�
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#ONCLUSIONS

)T฀IS฀WELL
KNOWN฀THAT฀CONTAMINATION฀AND฀AGREEMENT฀BY฀COINCIDENCE฀MAKE฀
IT฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀DETERMINE฀THE฀EXACT฀AFlLIATIONS฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WITHIN฀A฀
TRADITION�฀4HE฀FOUR฀TRADITIONS฀SURVEYED฀IN฀THIS฀PAPER฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THERE฀
IS฀A฀THIRD฀CIRCUMSTANCE฀WHICH฀MAKES฀IT฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀DETERMINE฀AFlLIATIONS฀
WITHIN฀A฀TRADITION�฀4HIS฀CIRCUMSTANCE฀IS฀WHEN฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DO฀NOT฀SHARE฀
SIGNIlCANT฀NUMBERS฀OF฀ INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS฀WITH฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀
4HIS฀IS฀FURTHER฀COMPLICATED฀BY฀THE฀CASE฀�AS฀SEEN฀IN฀THE฀$ANTE฀AND฀.EW฀
4ESTAMENT฀TRADITIONS	฀WHEN฀IT฀IS฀UNCERTAIN฀WHETHER฀A฀PARTICULAR฀VARIANT฀
IS฀ANCESTRAL฀TO฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION฀�AND฀HENCE฀OF฀NO฀EVIDENTIARY฀VALUE	฀OR฀
INTRODUCED฀BELOW฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀�AND฀HENCE฀OF฀EVIDENTIARY฀VALUE	�฀7HEN฀
A฀SIGNIlCANT฀NUMBER฀OF฀ARCHETYPAL฀VARIATION฀IS฀SHARED฀BY฀WITNESSES฀�AS฀IT฀
IS฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀(G�฀%L�฀AND฀#H฀IN฀THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀TRADITION	�฀RESEARCH

ERS฀MIGHT฀INTERPRET฀THE฀SHARED฀VARIATION฀AS฀IF฀IT฀WERE฀CHARACTERISTIC฀OF฀A฀
DETERMINATE฀SUB
FAMILY฀WHEN฀THAT฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀CASE�฀!RCHETYPAL฀VARIATION�฀
UNLESS฀THE฀WITNESSES฀IN฀QUESTION฀ARE฀VERY฀CLOSE฀TO฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀TENDS฀TO฀
SHIFT฀AND฀CHANGE�฀PRESENTING฀DIFFERENT฀GROUPINGS฀AT฀DIVERSE฀POINTS�฀-IS

TAKING฀THESE฀GROUPINGS฀FOR฀GENETIC฀ONES฀WOULD฀LEAD฀TO฀INCORRECT฀CONCLU

SIONS฀ABOUT฀A฀TRADITION�฀

)T฀IS฀NOTABLE฀THAT฀IN฀ALL฀FOUR฀INSTANCES�฀THE฀READINGS฀IN฀QUESTION฀ARE฀ALL฀
FOUND฀IN฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WHICH�฀FOR฀MULTIPLE฀REASONS�฀ARE฀CONSIDERED฀ESPE

CIALLY฀CLOSE฀TO฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀&URTHERMORE�฀MANY฀OF฀THE฀VARIANTS฀THEM

SELVES฀ARE฀STRONG฀CANDIDATES฀FOR฀IDENTIlCATION฀AS฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀
OF฀THE฀WHOLE฀TRADITION฀�WHETHER฀THIS฀ARCHETYPE฀BE฀THE฀hORIGINALv�฀THE฀hINI

TIAL฀TEXTv�฀OR฀SOME฀OTHER฀FORMULATION	�฀4HIS฀IS฀IN฀CONTRAST฀WITH฀THE฀PROB
฀
LEMS฀OFFERED฀BY฀INSTANCES฀OF฀CONTAMINATION฀AND฀COINCIDENT฀AGREEMENT�฀฀
WHICH฀ARE฀ TYPICALLY฀ SEEN฀ IN฀MANUSCRIPTS฀ FURTHER฀ FROM฀THE฀ARCHETYPE�฀
!CCORDINGLY�฀EDITORIAL฀POLICY฀ON฀HOW฀TO฀TREAT฀THESE฀VARIANTS฀IS฀OF฀SPECIAL฀
IMPORTANCE�฀7E฀ARE฀NOT฀ABLE฀TO฀OFFER฀A฀GENERAL฀RULE฀AS฀TO฀HOW฀THEY฀SHOULD฀
BE฀TREATED�฀BEYOND฀THIS�฀EDITORS฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀ALERT฀TO฀THIS฀LIKELY฀SITUATION�฀AT฀
ANY฀POINT฀WHERE฀THERE฀IS฀VARIATION�

ABSTRACT

4HE฀LITERATURE฀OF฀STEMMATICS฀IS฀RICH฀IN฀DISCUSSIONS฀OF฀TWO฀PHENOMENA฀WHICH�฀IT฀
IS฀COMMONLY฀HELD�฀RENDER฀THE฀ORDERLY฀ASSIGNATION฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀INTO฀FAMILIES฀
PROBLEMATIC�฀EVEN฀IMPOSSIBLE�฀4HESE฀TWO฀PHENOMENA฀ARE฀COINCIDENT฀AGREEMENT฀
�WHERE฀UNRELATED฀MANUSCRIPTS฀SHARE฀THE฀SAME฀READING�฀APPARENTLY฀BY฀SIMPLE฀
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COINCIDENCE	฀AND฀CONTAMINATION฀�WHERE฀A฀MANUSCRIPT฀COMBINES฀READINGS฀FROM฀
TWO฀OR฀MORE฀MANUSCRIPTS	�฀)N฀THIS฀ARTICLE�฀WE฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀A฀THIRD฀AREA฀
OF฀ DIFlCULTY฀ WHICH฀ CAUSES฀ CONSIDERABLE฀ PROBLEMS฀ TO฀ THE฀ STEMMATIC฀ PROJECT�฀
4HIS฀THIRD฀AREA฀IS฀THE฀PHENOMENON฀OF฀MULTIPLE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WITHIN฀A฀TRADITION฀
WHICH฀CANNOT฀BE฀ASSIGNED฀TO฀ANY฀FAMILY฀BECAUSE฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀CONSISTENT฀PATTERN฀
OF฀AGREEMENT฀ IN฀ INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS฀BETWEEN฀THEM฀AND฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀
4HIS฀PHENOMENON฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀IN฀FOUR฀DIFFERENT฀TEXTUAL฀TRADITIONS�฀THOSE฀OF฀THE฀
/LD฀.ORSE฀3VIPDAGSMAL฀ � ฀WITNESSES�฀ 
 	�฀ THE฀#ANTERBURY฀4ALES฀ � ฀
WITNESSES�฀ 
 	�฀THE฀#OMMEDIA฀OF฀$ANTE฀�C�฀ ฀WITNESSES�฀C�฀ 
	�฀THE฀
'REEK฀.EW฀4ESTAMENT฀�C�฀ ฀WITNESSES�฀ ฀C�E�
	�฀4HE฀LIKELY฀OCCURRENCE฀OF฀
THIS฀PHENOMENON฀IN฀TEXTUAL฀TRADITIONS฀REQUIRES฀ATTENTION฀FROM฀EDITORS�

+EYWORDS
4EXTUAL฀#RITICISM�฀3TEMMATICS�฀$IGITAL฀(UMANITIES�฀3CHOLARLY฀%DITING�฀#OHER

ENCE฀BASED฀GENEALOGICAL฀METHOD�฀0HYLOGENETICS

-ANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀FEW฀SIGNIFICANT฀INTRODUCED฀VARIANTS


