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�฀)NTRODUCTION

)N฀CHAPTER฀ IV฀OF฀ THE฀lRST฀PART฀OF฀$ON฀1UIXOTE�฀ THE฀EPONYMOUS฀HERO฀
COMES฀ACROSS฀A฀YOUNG฀LABOURER฀�!NDR£S	฀TIED฀TO฀A฀TREE฀AND฀WHIPPED฀BY฀HIS฀
MASTER�฀*UAN฀(ALDUDO�฀4HE฀MASTER฀EXPLAINS฀THAT�฀BEING฀A฀CARELEES฀SHEEP

HERDER�฀!NDR£S฀LOSES฀A฀SHEEP฀EVERYDAY�฀4HE฀BOY฀ACCUSES฀*UAN฀OF฀WITHHOLD

ING฀HIS฀SALARY�฀"UT฀THE฀BOY฀LIES฀�MIENTE	�฀SAYS฀THE฀MASTER��฀

�zi-IENTEw฀DELANTE฀DE฀M¤�฀RUIN฀VILLANO�฀n฀DIJO฀DON฀1UIJOTE฀n�฀0OR฀EL฀SOL฀QUE฀NOS฀
ALUMBRA�฀QUE฀ESTOY฀POR฀PASAROS฀DE฀PARTE฀A฀PARTE฀CON฀ESTA฀LANZA�฀0AGADLE฀LUEGO฀SIN฀
MÕS฀R£PLICA�฀SI฀NO�฀POR฀EL฀$IOS฀QUE฀NOS฀RIGE�฀QUE฀OS฀CONCLUYA฀Y฀ANIQUILE฀EN฀ESTE฀PUNTO�

�$ESATADLO฀LUEGO�฀
%L฀LABRADOR฀BAJ�฀LA฀CABEZA฀Y�฀SIN฀RESPONDER฀PALABRA�฀DESAT�฀A฀SU฀CRIADO�฀AL฀CUAL฀PRE


GUNT�฀DON฀1UIJOTE฀QUE฀CUÕNTO฀LE฀DEB¤A฀SU฀AMO�฀�L฀DIJO฀QUE฀NUEVE฀MESES�฀A฀SIETE฀REALES฀
CADA฀MES�฀(IZO฀LA฀CUENTA฀DON฀1UIJOTE฀Y฀HALL�฀QUE฀MONTABAN฀SESENTA฀Y฀TRES฀REALES�฀Y฀
D¤JOLE฀AL฀LABRADOR฀QUE฀AL฀MOMENTO฀LOS฀DESEMBOLSASE�฀SI฀NO฀QUER¤A฀MORIR฀POR฀ELLO�

)N฀THE฀EDITIO฀PRINCEPS�฀THE฀AMOUNT฀IS฀NOT฀SESENTA฀Y฀TRES฀BUT฀SETENTA฀Y฀TRES�฀
%VEN฀IF฀THE฀CALCULATION฀IS฀QUITE฀SIMPLE�฀THE฀ANCIENT฀EDITIONS฀DO฀NOT฀COR

RECT฀THE฀ERROR�฀THAT฀IS฀VERY฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀AN฀AUTHORIAL฀ONE��฀


฀4HIS฀IS฀THE฀WRITTEN฀AND฀EXTENDED฀VERSION฀OF฀AN฀ORAL฀)TALIAN฀CONTRIBUTION฀PRESENTED฀AT฀
A฀SEMINAR฀HELD฀IN฀&LORENCE�฀&ONDAZIONE฀%ZIO฀&RANCESCHINI�฀ON฀��TH฀*ANUARY฀�����฀)฀WISH฀TO฀
THANK฀THE฀SEMINAR฀PARTICIPANTS�฀WHO฀HAVE฀PROVIDED฀ME฀WITH฀INTERESTING฀SUGGESTIONS฀AND฀
OBSERVATIONS�฀3PECIAL฀THANKS฀GO฀TO฀-ARIA฀#ARERI�฀WITH฀WHOM฀)฀HAVE฀DISCUSSED฀SOME฀THEO

RETICAL฀ASPECTS฀OF฀THIS฀RESEARCH�฀AND฀WHO฀HAS฀PROVIDED฀ME฀WITH฀USEFUL฀BIBLIOGRAPHICAL฀MATE

RIALS�฀&INALLY฀)฀EXPRESS฀MY฀GRATITUDE฀TO฀"LAKE฀'UTT฀FOR฀THE฀REVISION฀OF฀MY฀%NGLISH฀TEXT�฀

�฀$ON฀1UIJOTE฀DE฀ LA฀-ANCHA�฀EDICI�N฀DIRIGIDA฀POR฀&�฀2ICO�฀CON฀LA฀COLABORACI�N฀DE฀฀
*�฀&ORRADELLAS�฀'�฀0ONT�N฀Y฀EL฀#ENTRO฀PARA฀LA฀%DICI�N฀DE฀LOS฀#LÕSICOS฀%SPA¶OLES�฀-ADRID�฀
2EAL฀!CADEMIA฀%SPA¶OLA�฀�����฀VOL�฀I�฀P�฀��฀�ITALICS฀MINE	�

�฀3EE฀IVI�฀N�฀���฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀PHILOLOGICAL฀COMMENTARY฀AT฀P�฀���฀OF฀VOL�฀II�
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4HIS฀IS฀JUST฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MANY฀CASES฀OF฀SLIPS�฀INCONSISTENCIES฀AND฀ERRORS฀
CONCERNING฀NUMBERS฀IN฀LITERARY฀TEXTS��฀7HEN฀IT฀COMES฀TO฀!NCIENT�฀#LAS

SICAL฀AND฀-EDIEVAL฀WORKS�฀WHOSE฀ORIGINALS฀WE฀DO฀NOT฀POSSESS�฀IT฀IS฀OFTEN฀
IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀DECIDE฀WHETHER฀THE฀ANOMALOUS฀READING฀THAT฀WE฀lND฀IN฀
A฀GIVEN฀PASSAGE฀IS฀DUE฀TO฀A฀SCRIBAL฀ERROR฀OR฀TO฀AN฀AUTHORIAL฀�I�E�฀ORIG

INAL	฀INCONGRUITY�฀,ET฀US฀CONSIDER�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀BIBLICAL฀฀
PASSAGES�

� ฀+INGS�฀��฀��	
/CHOZIAH�฀SON฀OF฀*EHORAM�฀KING฀OF฀*UDAH�฀BECAME฀KING฀IN฀THE฀TWELFTH฀YEAR฀OF฀

*ORAM�฀SON฀OF฀!HAB�฀KING฀OF฀)SRAEL�
;6ULGATE�฀!NNO฀DUODECIMO฀)ORAM฀���฀REGNAVIT฀/CHOZIAS฀���฀=�

� ฀+INGS�฀��฀��	฀
/CHOZIAH฀HAD฀BECOME฀KING฀OF฀*UDAH฀IN฀THE฀ELEVENTH฀YEAR฀OF฀*ORAM�฀SON฀OF฀!HAB�
;6ULGATE�฀!NNO฀UNDECIMO฀)ORAM฀���฀REGNAVIT฀/CHOZIAS฀���฀=�

)T฀WOULD฀BE฀ARDUOUS฀WORK฀TO฀CONCLUDE฀WHETHER฀A฀PROBLEM฀OCCURRED฀IN฀
TEXTUAL฀ TRANSMISSION�฀OR฀WHETHER฀ THE฀BIBLICAL฀ CHRONICLER฀HIMSELF฀ FALLS฀฀
INTO฀CONTRADICTION�฀)N฀TRYING฀TO฀INTERPRET฀SUCH฀A฀TEXTUAL฀INCONSISTENCY�฀
SOME฀ COMMENTATORS฀HAVE฀ SHOWN฀A฀VERY฀ TYPICAL฀ RESISTANCE฀n฀ONE฀ THAT฀
ALSO฀AFFECTS฀THE฀SCHOLARS฀AND฀READERS฀OF฀SECULAR฀TEXTS฀n฀WHEN฀CONFRONTED฀
WITH฀A฀�POSSIBLE	฀AUTHORIAL฀MISTAKE�฀4HEY฀HAVE฀TRIED฀TO฀JUSTIFY฀THE฀APPAR

ENT฀INCONSISTENCY฀BY฀EXPLAINING฀THE฀ONE฀YEAR฀VARIANCE฀AS฀AN฀IMPLICIT฀REF

ERENCE฀TO฀THE฀PERIOD฀OF฀COREGENCY฀OF฀/CHOZIA฀AND฀HIS฀FATHER฀*EHORAM฀
�IN฀THE฀ELEVENTH฀YEAR฀THEY฀REIGN฀TOGETHER�฀IN฀THE฀TWELFTH฀/CHOZIA฀BEGINS฀
TO฀ REIGN฀ALONE	�฀OR฀BY฀ARGUING฀ THAT฀ TWO฀DIFFERENT฀ SYSTEMS฀ FOR฀DATING฀
*EHORAM�S฀ACCESSION฀TO฀THE฀THRONE฀ARE฀USED฀BY฀THE฀SAME฀AUTHOR��฀

)N฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀PAGES฀)฀WILL฀DISCUSS฀A฀REPRESENTATIVE฀SET฀OF฀NUMERICAL฀
ERRORS฀AND฀VARIANT฀READINGS฀IN฀-EDIEVAL฀VERNACULAR฀LITERATURE�฀CONCENTRAT

ING฀ON฀THE฀/LD฀&RENCH฀PROSE฀ROMANCES฀THAT฀)฀HAVE฀STUDIED฀MOST฀CLOSELY�฀
AND฀WHICH฀CAN฀PROVIDE฀A฀CRITICAL฀MASS฀OF฀DATA�฀4HE฀RESEARCH฀WILL฀BE฀PARTIALLY฀

�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀ANOTHER฀ERROR฀CONCERNING฀A฀CALCULATION฀CAN฀BE฀FOUND฀IN฀CHAPTER฀XIV฀OF฀
&YODOR฀$OSTOEVSKY�S฀4HE฀'AMBLER�฀SEE฀&�฀$OSTOEVSKY�฀4HE฀'AMBLER฀AND฀/THER฀3TORIES�฀IN฀
4HE฀.OVELS฀OF฀&YODOR฀$OSTOEVSKY�฀TRANSL�฀BY฀#�฀'ARNETT�฀+INGSWOOD�฀4HE฀7INDMILL฀0RESS�฀
����฀;�����=�฀VOL�฀��฀P�฀����

�฀#F�฀,�฀-C&ALL�฀i!฀4RANSLATION฀'UIDE฀TO฀THE฀#HRONOLOGICAL฀$ATA฀IN฀+INGS฀AND฀#HRON

ICLESw�฀"IBLIOTHECA฀3ACRA�฀���฀�����	�฀PP�฀�
���฀AND฀%�2�฀4HIELE�฀i#OREGENCIES฀AND฀/VER

LAPPING฀2EIGNS฀AMONG฀THE฀(EBREW฀+INGSw�฀*OURNAL฀OF฀"IBLICAL฀,ITERATURE�฀��฀�฀�฀�����	�฀
PP�฀���
���฀ �P�฀���	�฀%�2�฀4HIELE�฀4HE฀-YSTERIOUS฀.UMBERS฀OF฀ THE฀(EBREW฀+INGS�฀.EW฀
9ORK�฀-ACMILLAN�฀�����฀P�฀���฀

4HE฀3CRIBE฀AND฀THE฀!BACUS
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EXTENDED฀TO฀OTHER฀LANGUAGES฀AND฀LITERARY฀GENRES�฀฀!S฀)฀HAVE฀DEMONSTRA
฀
TED฀IN฀THE฀EXAMPLES฀ABOVE�฀ANALOGOUS฀OBSERVATIONS฀COULD฀INVOLVE฀NON

2OMANCE฀AREAS�฀OTHER฀AGES฀AND฀EVEN฀NON
MANUSCRIPT฀TRADITIONS฀�I�E�฀TEXTS฀
TRANSMITTED฀IN฀PRINT฀OR฀OVER฀THE฀INTERNET	�฀/F฀COURSE฀ROMANCES฀AND฀OTHER฀฀
NARRATIVE฀WORKS�฀IN฀A฀BROADER฀ACCEPTATION฀THAT฀ALSO฀INCLUDES฀EPIC฀AND฀
NON
LITERARY฀PRODUCTION฀�HISTORIOGRAPHY�฀HAGIOGRAPHY�฀ETC�	�฀ARE฀RICHER฀IN฀
OCCURRENCES฀OF฀NUMBERS฀WITHIN฀A฀VERBAL฀CONTEXT�฀4HE฀STUDY฀OF฀TEXTS฀WIT

NESSED฀BY฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀CONSISTENT฀COPIES฀PRESENTS฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀OF฀COM

PARING฀VARIANTS�฀AN฀OPERATION฀THAT฀IS฀NOT฀POSSIBLE฀FOR฀LIMITED฀TEXTUAL฀TRADI

TIONS�฀&ROM฀THIS฀POINT฀OF฀VIEW�฀NARRATIVE฀WORKS฀CAN฀PROVIDE฀US฀WITH฀A฀GOOD฀
NUMBER฀OF฀OCCURRENCES฀WITNESSED฀BY฀MANY฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀WHICH฀IS฀NOT฀AT฀
ALL฀THE฀CASE฀FOR฀OTHER฀TEXTS฀FULL฀OF฀NUMBERS�฀SUCH฀AS฀RECORD฀BOOKS�฀WHICH฀
USUALLY฀SURVIVE฀IN฀A฀SINGLE฀MANUSCRIPT฀DIRECTLY฀COMPILED฀BY฀A฀BOOKKEEPER�฀

4HE฀PARTICULAR฀PHENOMENON฀OF฀THE฀@CORRUPTION�฀OF฀NUMBERS฀BY฀SCRIBES฀
WAS฀ALREADY฀KNOWN฀TO฀ANCIENT฀AND฀MEDIEVAL฀SCHOLARS�฀SUCH฀AS฀"EDE฀AND฀
2OGER฀"ACON��฀-ODERN฀TEXTUAL฀CRITICISM฀HAS฀OBVIOUSLY฀FOCUSED฀ITS฀INVES

TIGATIONS฀ON฀THE฀CATEGORIZATION฀OF฀@VERBAL�฀ERRORS฀AND฀VARIANTS�฀OFFERING฀
PERSUASIVE฀EXPLANATIONS฀AND฀AETIOLOGIES฀WHICH฀WORK฀FOR฀BOTH฀ANCIENT฀AND฀
MODERN฀TRADITIONS��฀!S฀ FOR฀NUMBERS�฀A฀ FEW฀CATEGORIES฀�FOR฀ INSTANCE฀SO

CALLED฀@PALAEOGRAPHICAL฀ERRORS�	฀CAN฀BE฀BORROWED฀FROM฀THAT฀MODEL�฀BUT฀A฀
COMPLETE฀AND฀ANALYTIC฀INSPECTION฀REMAINS฀TO฀BE฀DONE��฀"EFORE฀TRYING฀TO฀

�฀"EDE฀REMARKS฀THAT�฀WHEN฀A฀SCRIBE฀MEETS฀A฀NUMBER฀WITHIN฀A฀TEXT฀THAT฀HE฀lNDS฀DIFl
฀
CULT฀TO฀FOLLOW�฀SERIES฀OF฀lGURES฀ARE฀NEGLIGENTLY฀COPIED฀AND฀MORE฀NEGLIGENTLY฀CORRECTED�฀
iET฀NEGLIGENTER฀DESCRIBUNTUR฀ET฀NEGLIGENTIUS฀EMENDANTURw฀�CITED฀BY฀,�฀(AVET�฀-ANUEL฀
DE฀CRITIQUE฀VERBALE฀APPLIQU£E฀AUX฀TEXTES฀ LATINS�฀0ARIS�฀(ACHETTE�฀�����฀e����฀P�฀���	�฀ ฀!N฀
EARLY฀PHILOLOGICAL฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀NUMBER฀INCONSISTENCIES฀WITHIN฀THE฀SO
CALLED฀@0ARIS฀TEXT�฀
OF฀THE฀"IBLE฀WAS฀OFFERED฀BY฀2OGER฀"ACON฀IN฀HIS฀/PUS฀-AJUS�฀PT�฀IV฀�SEE฀4HE฀@/PUS฀-AJUS�฀
OF฀2OGER฀"ACON�฀ED�฀BY฀*�(�฀"RIDGES�฀,ONDON�฀7ILLIAMS฀�฀.ORGATE�฀�����฀�฀VOLS��฀VOL฀ I�฀฀
PP�฀���
��	�฀)฀THANK฀0IETRO฀'�฀"ELTRAMI฀FOR฀SIGNALLING฀THIS฀LATTER฀PASSAGE฀TO฀ME�

�฀3EE฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀,�$�฀2EYNOLDS
.�'�฀7ILSON�฀3CRIBES฀AND฀3CHOLARS�฀/XFORD�฀#LAREN

DON฀0RESS�฀�����฀CHAPTER฀VI���฀&OR฀GENERAL฀ASPECTS฀OF฀THE฀MEANING฀OF฀NUMBERS฀IN฀-EDI

EVAL฀TEXTS�฀WITH฀SPECIAL฀CONSIDERATION฀OF฀SYMBOLOGY�฀SEE฀THE฀MONOGRAPHICAL฀ISSUE฀,ES฀
NOMBRES�฀IN฀PRIS
MA�฀VIII฀�����
����	�฀&OR฀SOME฀PALAEOGRAPHICAL฀ASPECTS฀OF฀THE฀PROB

LEM�฀WITH฀PARTICULAR฀ATTENTION฀ TO฀ THE฀ RESISTANCE฀OF฀MERCANTESCA฀ TO฀ THE฀ INTRODUCTION฀OF฀
(INDU
!RABIC฀NUMBERS�฀SEE฀0�฀#HERUBINI�฀i)L฀NUMERO฀COME฀ELEMENTO฀DI฀DISTURBO�฀IPO

TESI฀SULL�EVOLUZIONE฀DELLA฀MERCANTESCAw�฀IN฀,O฀SCAFFALE฀DELLA฀BIBLIOTECA฀SCIENTIlCA฀IN฀VOLGARE฀
�SECOLI฀XIII
XVI	�฀!TTI฀DEL฀#ONVEGNO฀�-ATERA�฀��
��฀OTT�฀����	�฀ED�฀BY฀2�฀,IBRANDI฀AND฀฀
2�฀0IRO�฀&IRENZE�฀3)3-%,
%D�฀DEL฀'ALLUZZO�฀�����฀PP�฀���
���

�฀!N฀OUTLINE฀FOR฀CLASSIlCATION฀HAS฀BEEN฀PROPOSED฀BY฀(AVET�฀-ANUEL�฀�SEE฀ESPECIALLY฀
ee���
���฀PP�฀���
��	�฀WHO฀INDICATES฀A฀FEW฀MAJOR฀CATEGORIES฀OF฀ERRORS฀CONCERNING฀NUM

BERS฀IN฀,ATIN฀TEXTS�฀ADDITION฀OR฀OMISSION฀OF฀lGURES�฀NUMERALS฀READ฀AS฀WORDS�฀WORDS฀READ฀
AS฀NUMERALS�฀ERRORS฀IN฀ABBREVIATION�฀

#LAUDIO฀,AGOMARSINI







SUPPLY฀AN฀APPROXIMATE฀CLASSIlCATION฀AND฀A฀FEW฀OBSERVATIONS฀ABOUT฀FAC

TORS฀AT฀PLAY฀IN฀THE฀SCRIBAL฀COPYING฀OF฀NUMBERS�฀)฀WILL฀PRESENT฀SOME฀CASE฀
STUDIES฀THAT฀OFFER฀AN฀OVERVIEW฀OF฀THE฀PARTICULAR฀DYNAMICS฀OF฀TEXTUAL฀TRANS

MISSION฀AFFECTING฀NUMERALS�

�฀4HE฀CORPUS

7HEN฀TWO฀OR฀MORE฀COPIES฀OF฀A฀GIVEN฀TEXT฀ARE฀PRESERVED�฀THEIR฀COMPARI

SON฀OFTEN฀REVEALS฀THAT฀NUMERICAL฀VARIANTS฀ARE฀FREQUENT฀AND�฀IN฀SOME฀CASES�฀
PERVASIVE�฀)N฀COLLECTING฀THESE฀KINDS฀OF฀VARIANTS฀DURING฀MY฀PERSONAL฀EXPE

RIENCE฀BOTH฀AS฀AN฀EDITOR฀AND฀AS฀A฀READER฀OF฀-EDIEVAL฀TEXTS�฀)฀HAVE฀DECIDED฀
TO฀EXCLUDE฀FROM฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀CORPUS฀INSIGNIlCANT฀n฀BUT฀VERY฀COMMON฀n฀
VARIANTS฀CLEARLY฀DEALING฀WITH฀RHETORICAL฀ENUNCIATIONS�฀SUCH฀AS฀HYPERBO

LES�฀E�G��฀i,ANCELOT฀WAS฀AS฀STRONG฀AS฀��฀�VARIANTS�฀�����฀���฀ETC�	฀KNIGHTSw�฀
)฀BELIEVE฀THAT�฀IN฀SUCH฀A฀SENTENCE�฀INVESTIGATING฀THE฀REASON฀WHY฀A฀SCRIBE฀
READ฀��฀IN฀HIS฀EXEMPLAR฀AND฀WROTE฀��฀�OR฀VICE฀VERSA	฀WOULD฀CORRESPOND฀
TO฀WONDERING฀WHY�฀IN฀EVERYDAY฀SPOKEN฀LANGUAGE�฀SUBJECT฀!฀SAYS฀HE฀IS฀VERY฀
WORRIED฀BECAUSE฀HE฀HAS฀i���฀THINGS฀TO฀DOw�฀WHILE฀SUBJECT฀"฀SAYS฀HE฀HAS฀
i����฀THINGS฀TO฀DOw�฀4HESE฀VERBAL฀TICS฀ARE฀SIMPLY฀IRRATIONAL฀�MOTIVATED฀
BY฀PERSONAL฀OR฀SOCIAL฀FACTORS	฀AND฀THEIR฀CATEGORIZATION฀WOULD฀INTRODUCE฀
BACKGROUND฀NOISE฀INTO฀THE฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀OTHER฀INSTANCES฀OF฀NUMERICAL฀VARI

ATION฀THAT฀)฀lND฀TO฀BE฀MORE฀SIGNIlCANT�฀4HE฀FOLLOWING฀PARAGRAPHS฀ARE฀
DEDICATED฀TO฀THE฀PRESENTATION฀AND฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀CASES฀BELONGING฀TO฀THE฀
LATTER฀SET��฀&OR฀THE฀MOMENT�฀ IN฀ESTABLISHING฀THE฀CORPUS�฀ )฀MAKE฀NO฀DIS

TINCTION฀BETWEEN฀NUMBERS฀EXPRESSED฀IN฀lGURES฀�E�G�฀�VII�	฀AND฀NUMBERS฀
EXPRESSED฀IN฀WORDS฀�E�G�฀SEPT�฀SET�฀SETTE�฀ETC�	��฀

����฀'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS�฀THE฀LADY฀OF฀-ALOHAUT�S฀BODYGUARD฀

!T฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀ THE฀2OMAN฀DE฀'UIRON�฀ THE฀SECOND฀BRANCH฀OF฀ THE฀
'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS฀CYCLE฀�C�฀����
����	���฀$ANAIN฀LE฀2OUX฀n฀THE฀LORD฀OF฀
-ALOHAUT฀n฀AND฀HIS฀COMPANION฀'UIRON฀ARE฀PLANNING฀TO฀TAKE฀PART฀TO฀A฀
TOURNAMENT฀WHICH฀IS฀ABOUT฀TO฀BEGIN฀AT฀THE฀#ASTLE฀OF฀THE฀4WO฀3ISTERS�฀
$ANAIN�S฀ WIFE�฀ THE฀ LADY฀ OF฀ -ALOHAUT�฀ IS฀ IN฀ LOVE฀ WITH฀ 'UIRON�฀ BUT�฀ IN฀

�฀)฀ENUMERATE฀EACH฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀THE฀CORPUS฀WITH฀THE฀ABBREVIATION฀iC�w฀FOLLOWED฀BY฀A฀
PROGRESSIVE฀NUMBER�฀

�฀3EE฀FURTHER�฀e����
��฀2�฀,ATHUILLÞRE�฀@'UIRON฀LE฀COURTOIS��฀�TUDE฀DE฀LA฀TRADITION฀MANUSCRITE฀ET฀ANALYSE฀CRITIQUE�฀

'ENÞVE�฀$ROZ�฀�����฀SEE฀ALSO฀.�฀-ORATO�฀)L฀CICLO฀DI฀@'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS��฀3TRUTTURE฀E฀TESTI฀NELLA฀TRA

DIZIONE฀MANOSCRITTA�฀&IRENZE�฀%DIZIONI฀DEL฀'ALLUZZO฀PER฀LA฀&ONDAZIONE฀%ZIO฀&RANCESCHINI�฀�����฀

4HE฀3CRIBE฀AND฀THE฀!BACUS
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RESPECT฀OF฀HIS฀FRIEND�฀'UIRON฀HAS฀ALREADY฀REJECTED฀HER฀TWICE�฀.ONETHELESS�฀
THE฀LADY฀OF฀-ALOHAUT฀�WHOSE฀NAME฀IS฀LATER฀REVEALED฀TO฀BE฀"LOIE	�฀WANTS฀
TO฀GO฀TO฀THE฀TOURNAMENT�฀'UIRON฀AND฀$ANAIN฀LEAVE฀SECRETLY�฀SO฀AS฀NOT฀TO฀
BE฀IDENTIlED฀BY฀OTHER฀KNIGHTS�฀AND฀"LOIE฀LEAVES฀ALONE�฀WITH฀A฀BODYGUARD฀
OF฀-ALOHAUT฀KNIGHTS฀CHOSEN฀BY฀HER฀HUSBAND�฀4HE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DO฀NOT฀
AGREE฀ABOUT฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀GUARDS���

฀�,ATH�฀��	

��	฀!PR£S฀CE฀QUE฀$ANAYN฀LE฀2OUS฀OT฀AINSI฀PARL£฀A฀LA฀DAME฀DE฀-ALOHALT�฀SI฀lST฀
QUERRE฀JUSQU�A฀�XXVI�฀CHEVALIERS฀DE฀LA฀CONTREE�฀PROUDONS฀ET฀VAILLANS�฀QUI฀CONDUI

RONT฀LA฀DAME฀AU฀TOURNOIEMENT฀MOULT฀HONNOUREEMENT฀COMME฀SI฀HAUTE฀DAME฀
COMME฀ELE฀ESTOIT�฀��	฀%T฀MOULT฀TOST฀FURENT฀TROUV£S฀LES฀�XXVI�฀CHEVALIERS�
�
�0R฀-AR฀LACKING	฀RUBR��฀#OMMENT฀'UYRON฀lST฀QUERRE฀�XXV�฀CHEVALIERS฀DE฀LA฀CONTREE฀���฀
��฀�XXVI�฀���฀���฀#฀���฀6£R=฀�XX�฀����฀�XXV�฀���฀!�฀฀฀฀��฀�XXVI�฀���฀!�฀���฀#฀���฀6£R=฀
�XX�฀����฀�XXV�฀���

)N฀THE฀lRST฀HALF฀OF฀THE฀ROMANCE�฀ON฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀SEVERAL฀CONJUNCTIVE฀
�VERBAL	฀ERRORS�฀THE฀TEXTUAL฀TRADITION฀IS฀DIVIDED฀INTO฀TWO฀MAJOR฀FAMI

LIES�฀CALLED฀ X฀�-AR฀���	฀AND฀ Y฀�0R฀���฀���฀!�฀���฀#฀���฀6£R	���฀)N฀THE฀
ABSENCE฀OF฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀TEXT�฀AND฀LACKING฀EXTERNAL฀EVIDENCE�฀IT฀IS฀IMPOS

SIBLE฀TO฀ESTABLISH฀THE฀EXACT฀NUMBER฀OF฀-ALOHAUT฀GUARDS�฀฀!T฀THIS฀POINT�฀
ONE฀MIGHT฀WONDER฀WHY฀A฀SCRIBE฀SHOULD฀HAVE฀DECIDED฀TO฀MODIFY฀A฀ROUND฀
NUMBER฀ LIKE฀��฀ INTO฀���฀ WHILE฀ THE฀ OPPOSITE฀ NORMALIZATION฀ WOULD฀ BE฀
MORE฀PREDICTABLE�฀(OWEVER�฀LET฀US฀FOLLOW฀THE฀EVOLUTION฀OF฀THE฀STORY฀AND฀
OBSERVE฀WHETHER฀ONE฀GROUP฀OR฀ANOTHER฀FALLS฀INTO฀EVIDENT฀CONTRADICTION�฀

฀�,ATH�฀��	

��	฀/R฀ SACI£S฀QU�ELE฀VINT฀BIEN฀NOBLEMENT฀ET฀ SI฀ RICEMENT฀COM฀ IL฀ APARTIENT฀A฀ SI฀
HAUTE฀DAME฀COM฀EL�EST�฀CAR฀ELE฀AMENA฀LARGEMENT฀EN฀SA฀COMPAIGNIE฀DUSC�A฀�XXVI�฀
CEVALIERS���

��฀4HE฀'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS฀CYCLE฀IS฀STILL฀UNEDITED�฀4HE฀FOLLOWING฀CITATIONS฀ARE฀TAKEN฀FROM฀
MY฀CRITICAL฀EDITION฀OF฀THE฀lRST฀PART฀OF฀THE฀2OMAN฀DE฀'UIRON�฀A฀WORK฀IN฀PROGRESS฀WHICH฀IS฀
PART฀OF฀THE฀COLLABORATIVE฀RESEARCH฀OF฀THE฀@'UIRON฀'ROUP��฀&OR฀AN฀OVERVIEW฀OF฀THIS฀PROJECT฀SEE฀
,�฀,EONARDI฀AND฀2�฀4RACHSLER�฀i,�£DITION฀CRITIQUE฀DES฀ROMANS฀EN฀PROSE�฀LE฀CAS฀DE฀'UIRON฀LE฀
#OURTOISw�฀IN฀%DITIONSPHILOLOGIE�฀DIR�฀$�฀4ROTTER�฀"ERLIN
.EW฀9ORK�฀$E฀'RUYTER�฀�����฀PP�฀��

���฀4HE฀ABBREVIATION฀@,ATH��฀REFERS฀TO฀THE฀CRITICAL฀SUMMARY฀OF฀,ATHUILLÞRE�฀'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS�฀

��฀#�฀,AGOMARSINI�฀i0OUR฀L�£DITION฀DU฀2OMAN฀DE฀'UIRON�฀#LASSEMENT฀DES฀MANUSCRITSw�฀
IN฀,E฀CYCLE฀DE฀'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS�฀0ROL£GOMÞNES฀Í฀L�£DITION฀INT£GRALE฀DU฀CORPUS�฀£D�฀PAR฀฀
,�฀#ADIOLI฀ET฀3�฀,ECOMTE�฀0ARIS�฀#LASSIQUES฀'ARNIER�฀;FORTHCOMING=�฀

#LAUDIO฀,AGOMARSINI




�

��	฀���SE฀IL฀FUST฀DE฀HAUTE฀BONT£�฀BIEN฀PEUST฀LES฀�XXVI�฀CHEVALIERS฀METRE฀A฀DESCONl

TURE฀ET฀GAAIGNIER฀LA฀DAME�฀

��	฀���ET฀ELE฀N�EUIST฀EN฀SA฀COMPAIGNIE฀QUE฀�XXVI�฀CEVALIERS฀QUI฀LE฀CONDUISISSENT�฀
SE฀LI฀CEVALIER฀N�ESTOIENT฀CEVALIER฀ERRANT฀ET฀JE฀SOUR฀LES฀�XXVI�฀CEVALIERS฀NE฀LE฀POOIE฀
CONQUERRE฀PAR฀FORCE฀D�ARMES�฀JE฀VAUDROIE฀QUE฀ON฀NE฀ME฀TENIST฀PUIS฀POUR฀CEVALIER�

��	฀���EN฀CELE฀FOREST฀OU฀CONDUIT฀DES฀�XXVI�฀CEVALIERS�฀

��	฀���SI฀M�AÆT฀$IEUX�฀�XXVI�฀CEVALIER฀NE฀LE฀PORROIENT฀DEFFENDRE฀ENCONTRE฀MOI�

��	฀0OUR฀CE฀EST฀IL฀ORENDROIT฀COURCI£S฀AUQUES฀VERS฀MESIRE฀,AC�฀ET฀POUR฀LA฀GRANT฀
PAROLE฀QU�IL฀AVOIT฀DIT฀DES฀�XXVI�฀CEVALIERS฀LE฀CONNISTROIT฀IL฀TROP฀VOLENTIERS�

��	฀ ���CUIDERIE£S฀VOUS�฀ SI฀ LEGIEREMENT฀DESCONlRE฀ �XXVI�฀ CHEVALIERS฀POUR฀CESTE฀
DAME฀DE฀-ALOAUT฀QUE฀VOUS฀AL£S฀DISANT�w�

��	฀3IRE�฀FAIT฀'URON�฀VOUS฀DEISTES฀ENCORE฀N�A฀GAIRES�฀QUE฀VOUS฀VAUDRIE£S฀ESTRE฀EN฀
L�ESPREUVE฀DE฀�XXVI�฀CEVALIERS�฀

��	฀ ���SE฀VOUS฀FUISSI£S฀UNS฀DES฀ �XXVI�฀CEVALIERS฀QUI฀ LA฀DAME฀DEUSSENT฀DEFFENDRE฀
ENCONTRE฀MOI�

���	฀���%T฀VOUS฀EN฀VOL£S฀OUTRER฀�XXVI�฀�฀

���	฀���SE฀JE฀ME฀SENTISSE฀A฀SI฀PREUDOMME฀QUE฀JE฀CUIDASSE฀PAR฀MON฀CORS฀DESCON

lRE฀�XXVI�฀CEVALIER�
�
�
��฀��฀��
���฀�XXVI�฀ Y=฀�XX�฀ X฀
��฀�)N฀THE฀LAST฀SENTENCE฀ ฀OMITS฀THE฀NUMERAL	฀฀฀฀��฀�XXVI�฀ =฀�XX�฀0R� X

)N฀THE฀SENTENCES฀ABOVE�฀THE฀OPPOSITION฀BETWEEN฀THE฀NUMBERS฀TWENTY฀
� X	฀AND฀ TWENTY
SIX฀ � Y	฀ SEEMS฀ TO฀BE฀QUITE฀CONSISTENT�฀ THE฀ONLY฀EXCEP

TION฀BEING฀THE฀OCCURRENCE฀OF฀SENTENCE฀��฀WHERE฀0R฀�THE฀OLDEST฀AND฀MOST฀
RELIABLE฀WITNESS฀OF฀GROUP฀ Y	฀AGREES฀WITH฀GROUP฀ X฀AGAINST฀THE฀SUBGROUP฀

฀�WHICH฀BELONGS฀TO฀ Y฀TOGETHER฀WITH฀0R	�฀)฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀THIS฀lRST฀ANOM

ALY฀CAN฀BE฀EXPLAINED฀AS฀A฀POLYGENETIC฀INNOVATION฀OF฀0R�฀WHICH฀COULD฀ALSO฀
CONlRM฀THE฀TENDENCY฀OF฀SCRIBES฀TO฀SIMPLIFY฀n฀EITHER฀KNOWINGLY฀OR฀UNCON

SCIOUSLY฀n฀COMPLEX฀NUMBERS฀INTO฀SIMPLE฀ONES฀���฀TO฀��	�

)N฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀PASSAGE�฀THE฀CONTEXT฀IS฀A฀LITTLE฀MORE฀COMPLICATED�฀THE฀
NARRATOR฀DESCRIBES฀ THE฀PARADE฀OF฀GUARDS฀AND฀DAMSELS฀MARCHING฀WITH฀฀
THE฀LADY฀OF฀-ALOHAUT�฀3OME฀GUARDS฀PRECEDE฀THE฀LADY�฀WHILST฀OTHERS฀FOLLOW฀฀

4HE฀3CRIBE฀AND฀THE฀!BACUS




�

HER�฀/UR฀NUMBER฀IS฀THUS฀SPLIT฀INTO฀TWO฀FRACTIONS�฀WHICH฀REQUIRE฀A฀SIMPLE฀
CALCULATION�

฀�,ATH�฀��	

��	฀ 1UANT฀ MESIRE฀ ,AC฀ OT฀ ET฀ ENTENT฀ QUE฀ MADAME฀ DE฀ -ALOAUT฀ VIENT�฀ IL฀ DRECE฀
LA฀TESTE฀ESRAMMENT฀ET฀REGARDE฀CELE฀PART฀ET฀VOIT฀VENIR฀PREMIEREMENT฀DAMES฀ET฀
DAMOISELES�฀DONT฀IL฀Y฀AVOIT฀BELES฀ASS£S�฀��	฀!PR£S฀CELE฀COMPAIGNIE฀VINDRENT฀JUS

QU�A฀�XIIII�฀CHEVALIERS฀ARM£฀MOUT฀BIEN฀ET฀MOUT฀RICEMENT�฀ET฀MENOIENT฀GRANT฀JOIE�฀
��	฀!PR£S฀CE฀VENOIT฀LA฀DAME฀DE฀-ALOAUT฀EN฀LA฀COMPAIGNIE฀DE฀�VI�฀DAMES�฀DONT฀
CASCUNE฀ESTOIT฀BELE฀ASS£S�฀MAIS฀CELE฀PAR฀ESTOIT฀TANT฀BELE฀ESTRANGEMENT฀QUE฀NUS฀NEL฀
REGARDE฀GRAMMENT฀QU�IL฀N�EN฀DEVIEGNE฀TOUS฀ESBAHIS฀DE฀SA฀SAVOUREUSE�฀DESMESU

REE�฀BYAUT£�฀��	฀APR£S฀LI฀VENOIENT฀�XII�฀฀!UTRE฀CHEVALIER฀APPARILLI£฀DE฀TOUTES฀ARMES�฀
SI฀RICEMENT฀ET฀SI฀NOBLEMENT฀COMME฀JE฀VOUS฀CONT�
�
��฀�XIIII�฀ Y฀�
 �	=฀�X�฀-AR�฀�XX�฀����฀�XXIIII�฀ �฀฀฀฀��฀�XII�฀ Y=฀�X�฀ X฀

'ROUP฀ Y฀DIVIDES฀THE฀BODYGUARD฀OF฀��฀KNIGHTS฀INTO฀TWO฀UNEVEN฀HALVES฀
������	�฀฀!CCORDING฀TO฀ X�฀WHOSE฀REFERENCE฀NUMBER฀IS฀TWENTY�฀THE฀SECOND฀
GROUPING฀INCLUDES฀TEN฀KNIGHTS�฀AS฀FOR฀THE฀lRST฀SET฀OF฀KNIGHTS�฀THE฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀DISAGREE�฀IT฀IS฀LIKELY฀THAT฀THE฀READING฀OF฀ X฀HAS฀BEEN฀PRESERVED฀BY฀
-AR฀ONLY�฀WHILE฀����฀BY฀A฀SORT฀OF฀PRINCIPLE฀OF฀INERTIA�฀CONTINUES฀TO฀USE฀
THE฀NUMBER฀TWENTY�

5P฀TO฀THIS฀POINT฀IN฀THE฀STORY�฀EVERYTHING฀IS฀QUITE฀REGULAR�฀TWO฀MAJOR฀
GROUPS฀DISAGREE�฀4HEN฀WE฀OBSERVE฀THE฀lRST฀SIGNIlCANT฀ANOMALY�

฀�,ATH�฀��	

��	฀���ORENDROIT฀LI฀SOUVIENT฀DEL฀CHEVALIER฀QUI฀AVOIT฀DIT฀QUE฀JA฀POUR฀DOUTANCE฀DE฀
�XX�฀CEVALIERS฀NE฀REMANROIT�฀S�IL฀TROUVOIT฀LA฀DAME฀DE฀-ALOHAUT฀FORS฀DU฀CASTEL�฀QU�I฀
NE฀SE฀MEIST฀EN฀AVENTURE฀DE฀GAAIGNIER฀LA�

��	฀���%T฀S�IL฀AVENOIT฀ADONC฀PAR฀AVENTURE฀QUE฀LI฀CEVALIERS฀FUST฀SI฀FOLS฀QUE฀IL฀SE฀MEIST฀
EN฀CESTE฀ESPREUVE฀ET฀IL฀PEUST฀LES฀�XX�฀CEVALIERS฀DESCONlRE฀QUI฀LE฀CONDUIENT�฀IL฀VAU

DROIT฀PUIS฀SAUVER฀SA฀DAME฀ET฀CONQUESTER฀LE฀SOUR฀CELUI฀PAR฀FORCE฀D�ARMES�
�
RUBR��฀#OMMENT฀'UIRON฀ LE฀#OURTOIS฀DIST฀ A฀ SOY฀MESMES฀QUE฀ IL฀ YROIT฀ APR£S฀ LA฀DAME฀DE฀
-ALOAUT฀POUR฀LA฀DOUBTE฀DU฀CHEVALIER฀QUI฀DIST฀QUI฀LA฀CONQUERROIT฀ENCONTRE฀�XXVI�฀CHEVA

LIERS฀SE฀IL฀ONCQUES฀POUOIT฀#฀฀฀฀��฀�XX�฀ Y฀�
 �	฀�฀ X=฀�XXVI�฀ �฀฀฀฀��฀�XX�฀ Y฀�
 �	฀�฀ X=฀�XXVI�฀ �

4HE฀STEMMATIC฀MAJORITY฀OF฀ THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OF฀ Y฀ �0R฀���฀���฀���	฀
AGREE฀ABOUT฀THE฀NUMBER฀TWENTY�฀)S฀THIS฀PROOF฀THAT฀ X฀�READING฀@TWENTY�	฀

#LAUDIO฀,AGOMARSINI




�

WAS฀ALWAYS฀RIGHT�฀/NLY฀A฀SUBGROUP฀OF฀ Y�฀CALLED฀ �฀�#฀,�฀���฀6£R	�฀DIS

PLAYS฀THE฀READING฀@TWENTY
SIX��฀4HE฀ISOLATION฀OF฀THIS฀SUBGROUP฀VERSUS฀THE฀
AGREEMENT฀OF฀OTHER฀INDEPENDENT฀GROUPS฀�0R฀AND฀ �฀BELONGING฀TO฀ Y�฀AND฀

X	฀ INDICATES฀THAT฀THIS฀ IS฀PROBABLY฀A฀STANDARDIZING฀INTERVENTION฀OF฀ ��฀
"EFORE฀REACHING฀A฀CONCLUSION�฀IT฀IS฀NECESSARY฀TO฀CHECK฀ALL฀REFERENCES฀TO฀
THE฀-ALOHAUT฀GUARDS�

3OME฀PARAGRAPHS฀FURTHER฀ON฀IN฀THE฀TEXT�฀ALL฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀WITH฀NO฀
EXCEPTIONS�฀AGREE฀ON฀THE฀NUMBER฀TWENTY
SIX�฀BEING฀THUS฀AT฀ODDS฀WITH฀THE฀
LAST฀OCCURRENCE฀ON฀WHICH฀WE฀HAVE฀COMMENTED�฀

฀�,ATH�฀��	

��	฀3IRE�฀OR฀SACI£S฀TOUT฀CERTAINNEMENT฀QUE฀MADAME฀VIENT฀A฀COMPAIGNIE฀SI฀NOBLE฀
DE฀DAMES฀ET฀DE฀DAMOISELES฀ET฀DE฀CEVALIERS฀COM฀IL฀APPARTIENT฀A฀SI฀HAUTE฀DAME฀
COM฀ELE฀EST�฀��	฀CAR฀TOUT฀PREMIEREMENT฀ELE฀NE฀MAINNE฀DAME฀NE฀DAMOISELE฀EN฀฀
SA฀ COMPAIGNIE฀ QUI฀ NE฀ SOIT฀ GENTIEUS฀ FEME฀ ET฀ DE฀ HAUT฀ LIGNAGE�฀ ��	฀ ET฀ DE฀ CELES฀
MAINNE฀ELE฀BIEN฀JUSQU�A฀�XL��฀ET฀DE฀CHEVALIERS฀DE฀LIGNAGE฀ASS£S฀PREUDOMMES฀ET฀
DE฀HAUT฀AFAIRE฀MAINNE฀ELE฀BIEN฀�XXVI�฀��	฀%NSI฀COM฀JE฀VOUS฀AI฀CONT£฀VIENT฀OREN

DROIT฀MADAME฀PAR฀CHI
�
��฀�XL�=฀�LX�฀#฀ ฀�XXVI�฀ Y฀�฀ X

,ATER�฀ AMONG฀ THE฀ LAST฀ MENTIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀ BODYGUARD�฀ OTHER฀ ANOMALIES฀
ARISE�

฀�,ATH�฀��	

-AINTENANT฀LI฀COMMENCE฀A฀CONTER฀TOUT฀MOT฀A฀MOT฀COMMENT฀MESIRE฀,AC฀AVOIT฀
DESCONl฀TOUS฀LES฀CEVALIER฀DE฀-ALOAUT฀QUI฀ESTOIENT฀ADONC฀�XXIIII�฀ET฀PLUS�
�
�XXIII�฀ Y฀�
 �	฀ X=฀ ��฀�XXXIII�฀���฀#�฀�XXVI�฀฀6£R�฀�XXX�฀���฀

4HE฀STEMMATIC฀MAJORITY฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀REPORT฀THAT฀THERE฀WERE฀iMORE฀
THAN฀TWENTY
FOURw฀GUARDS�฀WHICH฀WOULD฀OPPOSE฀THE฀PRECEDING฀READING฀
OF฀iTWENTYw฀AND฀POSSIBLY฀CONlRM฀iTWENTY
SIXw�฀3OME฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OF฀
THE฀ X฀FAMILY฀MODIFY฀THE฀lGURE฀�iMORE฀THAN฀TWENTY
THREEw฀OR฀iTWENTY

SIXw฀OR฀iTHIRTYw	�฀

&INALLY�฀IN฀THE฀VERY฀LAST฀MENTIONS�฀THIS฀NEW฀NUMBER�฀TWENTY
FOUR�฀SEEMS฀
TO฀HAVE฀TAKEN฀HOLD฀OF฀ THE฀ENTIRE฀MANUSCRIPT฀ TRADITION�฀APART฀ FROM฀6£R�฀
WHICH฀RETAINS฀THE฀NUMBER฀TWENTY
SIX�

4HE฀3CRIBE฀AND฀THE฀!BACUS
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฀�,ATH�฀��	

��	฀%N฀NON฀$IEU�฀SIRE�฀FAIT฀LI฀VALL£S�฀OR฀SACI£S฀TOUT฀VRAIEMENT฀QUE฀NOUVELLES฀SONT฀
ORENDROIT฀APORTEES฀EN฀CEST฀CASTEL฀QUE�฀LA฀OU฀ELE฀CEVAUCHOIT฀HUI฀SON฀CEMIN฀VERS฀
-ALOALT฀ET฀BIEN฀LA฀CONDUISOIENT฀ADONT฀�XXIIII�฀CEVALIER฀DE฀-ALOAUT�฀UNS฀CEVALIERS฀
SANS฀NULE฀COMPAIGNIE฀SAILLI฀AVANT฀DE฀L�AUTRE฀PART฀ET฀COURUT฀SUS฀A฀CIAUS฀QUI฀LA฀CON

DUISOIENT฀ET฀TOUS฀�XXIIII�฀LES฀DESCONlST฀PAR฀SA฀PROECHE�฀%NSI฀FURENT฀TOURN£฀A฀DES

CONlTURE฀LI฀�XXIIII�฀CEVALIER฀QUI฀LOUR฀DAME฀VOLOIENT฀DEFFENDRE

��	฀���UN฀SEUL฀CEVALIER฀QUI฀PAR฀SON฀CORS฀TANT฀SEULEMENT฀PEÓST฀METRE฀A฀DESCONl

TURE฀TEUS฀�XX�฀ET฀�IIII�฀CEVALIERS฀COM฀ESTOIENT฀CIL฀DE฀-ALOAUT
�
��฀�XX�฀ET฀�IV�=฀�XXVI�฀฀6£R

)T฀IS฀WORTH฀NOTING฀THAT�฀IN฀THE฀LAST฀TWO฀SENTENCES�฀THE฀NUMBER฀IS฀NOT฀
REPORTED฀BY฀THE฀USUAL฀OMNISCIENT฀NARRATOR�฀BUT฀BY฀A฀VALET฀WHO฀TELLS฀-ELI

ADUS฀AND฀(ERYAN฀THE฀LATEST฀NEWS฀FROM฀THE฀KINGDOM฀OF฀-ALOHAUT�฀3HOULD฀
WE฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀THIS฀IS฀A฀DELIBERATE฀MISTAKE฀THAT�฀FOR฀SOME฀REASON�฀THE฀
AUTHOR฀ATTRIBUTES฀TO฀A฀SECONDARY�฀MISINFORMED฀CHARACTER�฀4HIS฀WOULD฀
PROBABLY฀ BE฀ AS฀ CONTROVERSIAL฀ AS฀ JUSTIFYING฀ $ON฀ 1UIXOTE�S฀ CALCULATION฀
MISTAKE�

)N฀ THE฀ FOLLOWING฀ PARAGRAPHS฀ )฀ WILL฀ PROCEED฀ TO฀ OTHER฀ ERRORS฀ CONCERN

ING฀NUMBERS�฀POSTPONING฀GENERAL฀DISCUSSION฀UNTIL฀MY฀CONCLUSION฀�e�	�฀
"EFORE฀SO฀DOING�฀IT฀IS฀WORTH฀A฀BRIEF฀DIGRESSION฀TO฀POINT฀OUT฀THAT฀THE฀ANOM

ALIES฀IN฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀-ALOHAUT฀GUARDS฀RAISE฀QUESTIONS฀RELATING฀TO฀DIF

FERENT฀MAJOR฀PROBLEMS�฀A	฀ THE฀STABILITY฀OF฀ THE฀ STEMMA฀CODICUM�฀B	฀ THE฀
AETIOLOGY฀OF฀VARIANTS฀AND฀ERRORS฀CONCERNING฀NUMBERS�฀C	฀THE฀REACTIONS฀OF฀
SCRIBES฀WHEN฀CONFRONTED฀WITH฀NUMERICAL฀INCONSISTENCIES฀IN฀THEIR฀EXEM

PLARS�฀D	฀EDITORIAL฀POLICY฀WHEN฀DEALING฀WITH฀THESE฀KINDS฀OF฀ERRORS�

2EGARDING฀POINT฀A�฀IT฀IS฀NOT฀A฀CASE฀OF฀INVOKING฀THEORIES฀OF฀hMOUVANCEv��฀
AND฀SPECULATING฀ABOUT฀INSOLUBLE฀DISTURBANCES฀WHICH฀AFFECT฀THE฀TRANS

MISSION฀OF฀-EDIEVAL฀TEXTS�฀฀!FTER฀EVALUATING฀ONE฀HUNDRED฀OR฀SO฀@VERBAL�฀
ERRORS฀AND฀VARIANTS�฀)฀HAVE฀NOT฀FOUND฀SIGNIlCANT฀CASES฀WHICH฀CONTRA

DICT฀THE฀STRUCTURE฀OF฀THE฀STEMMA฀CODICUM฀BRIEmY฀PRESENTED฀ABOVE�฀฀!฀REA

SONABLE฀HYPOTHESIS฀IS฀THAT�฀lRSTLY�฀CONTRADICTIONS฀RELATING฀TO฀NUMBERS฀

��฀3EE฀0�฀:UMTHOR�฀%SSAI฀DE฀PO£TIQUE฀M£DI£VALE�฀0ARIS�฀�DITIONS฀DU฀3EUIL�฀�����฀"�฀#ER

QUIGLINI�฀�LOGE฀DE฀LA฀VARIANTE�฀(ISTOIRE฀CRITIQUE฀DE฀LA฀PHILOLOGIE�฀0ARIS�฀�DITIONS฀DU฀3EUIL�฀
�����฀&OR฀A฀REBUTTAL฀OF฀THE฀.EW฀0HILOLOGY฀THEORIES�฀SEE฀!�฀฀6ARVARO�฀i4HE฀h.EW฀0HILOL

OGYv฀FROM฀AN฀)TALIAN฀0ERSPECTIVEw�฀ IN฀)D��฀)DENTITÍ฀ LINGUISTICHE฀E฀ LETTERARIE฀NELL�%UROPA฀
2OMANZA�฀2OMA�฀3ALERNO฀%D��฀�����฀PP�฀���
���
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COULD฀ALREADY฀AFFECT฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀OR฀THE฀ARCHETYPE฀AND฀THAT�฀SECONDLY�฀
MOST฀VARIANTS฀AND฀ERRORS฀OF฀THIS฀KIND฀CAN฀BE฀POLYGENETIC�฀THAT฀IS฀TO฀SAY฀
THAT฀TWO฀OR฀MORE฀SCRIBES�฀INDEPENDENTLY฀FROM฀ONE฀ANOTHER�฀COULD฀HAVE฀
MODIlED฀ONE฀OR฀MORE฀NUMBERS�฀)T฀WOULD฀BE฀BIZARRE฀IF฀A฀SCRIBE฀CONTAM

INATED฀HIS฀TEXT฀ONLY฀FOR฀NUMERICAL฀AND฀NOT฀FOR฀VERBAL฀READINGS�฀5NDER
฀
STANDING฀OR฀PARTIALLY฀RATIONALISING฀THE฀REASONS฀WHY฀A฀SCRIBE฀MODIlED฀฀
n฀UNCONSCIOUSLY฀AND฀POLYGENETICALLY฀OR฀NOT฀n฀A฀lGURE฀THAT฀HE฀FOUND฀IN฀HIS฀฀
EXEMPLAR฀�POINT฀B	฀IS฀THE฀PRINCIPAL฀AIM฀OF฀THIS฀ESSAY฀�SEE฀BELOW	�฀-OVING฀
STRAIGHT฀TO฀POINT฀C�฀WE฀HAVE฀SEEN฀ABOVE฀THAT฀SOME฀SCRIBES฀ARE฀MORE฀REAC

TIVE฀THAN฀OTHERS฀WHEN฀IT฀COMES฀TO฀INCONSISTENCIES฀IN฀THEIR฀EXEMPLARS�฀฀฀
!฀SIMILAR฀ATTITUDE฀CAN฀BE฀ASCERTAINED฀IN฀COPYING฀@VERBAL�฀READINGS฀AND฀PROB

ABLY฀ALSO฀DEPENDS฀ON฀INDIVIDUAL฀AND฀INCIDENTAL฀FACTORS฀�CONCENTRATION�฀฀
TIREDNESS�฀INDIVIDUAL฀SENSITIVITY	�฀3OME฀SCRIBES฀n฀LIKE�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀MODERN฀
EDITORS฀OR฀PROOFREADERS฀n฀ARE฀JUST฀MORE฀ATTENTIVE฀THAN฀OTHERS�

0OINT฀D฀IS฀A฀THORNY฀ONE�฀)N฀THE฀PARTICULAR฀CASE฀WE฀HAVE฀DISCUSSED�฀IT฀
SEEMS฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀COME฀TO฀ANY฀DElNITE฀CONCLUSION฀AS฀TO฀THE฀ORIGI

NAL฀READING�฀฀!T฀lRST฀iTWENTY
SIXw฀APPEARED฀TO฀BE฀A฀SORT฀OF฀LECTIO฀DIFl

CILIOR�฀BUT฀FURTHER฀ELEMENTS฀HAVE฀SHOWN฀THAT฀THIS฀NUMBER฀IS฀CONTRADICTED฀
BY฀PASSAGES฀WHERE฀THE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AGREE฀ON฀THE฀NUMBERS฀
TWENTY฀AND฀TWENTY
FOUR�฀4HE฀MOST฀CAUTIOUS฀SOLUTION฀IS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀THE฀
RETENTION฀OF฀CONTRADICTIONS฀n฀REJECTING฀OF฀COURSE฀ISOLATED฀READINGS฀OF฀
SINGULAR฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OR฀SUBGROUPS฀n�฀ TO฀BE฀ACCOMPANIED฀BY฀EXPLANA

TORY฀ANNOTATIONS�

2ICHARD฀4RACHSLER�฀AMONG฀OTHER฀SCHOLARS�฀HAS฀RECENTLY฀POINTED฀OUT฀
THAT฀THESE฀MASSIVE฀ROMANCES�฀OFTEN฀CHARACTERIZED฀BY฀CONVOLUTED฀PLOTS�฀
WERE฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀SUPERVISE฀AND฀TO฀KEEP฀IN฀MIND฀FOR฀AUTHORS฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀
FOR฀SCRIBES���฀)T฀WOULD฀NOT฀BE฀SURPRISING฀IF฀A฀ROMANCE�฀FOR฀LACK฀OF฀A฀LAST฀
METICULOUS฀REVIEW�฀RETAINED฀SOME฀AUTHORIAL฀CONTRADICTIONS฀OVER฀A฀MINOR฀
DETAIL�฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀-ALOHAUT฀GUARDS�฀$URING฀THE฀TRANSMIS

SION฀OF฀THE฀TEXT�฀SOME฀SCRIBES฀COULD฀HAVE฀NOTICED฀SOME฀CONTRADICTIONS�฀
AND฀THUS฀TRIED฀TO฀MAKE฀EVERYTHING฀CONFORM�฀)N฀COPYING฀SEVERAL฀HUNDRED฀
PAGES�฀SOME฀PASSAGES฀MAY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀CORRECTED฀WHILST฀OTHERS฀MAY฀HAVE฀
BEEN฀MISSED�

��฀2�฀4RACHSLER�฀i&ATALEMENT฀hMOUVANTESv�฀QUELQUES฀OBSERVATIONS฀SUR฀LES฀�UVRES฀DITES฀
hCYCLIQUESvw�฀ IN฀-�฀-IKHAÆLOVA฀�ED�	�฀-OUVANCES฀ET฀ *OINTURES�฀$U฀MANUSCRIT฀AU฀ TEXTE฀
M£DI£VAL�฀฀!CTES฀DU฀#OLLOQUE฀INTERNATIONAL฀DE฀,IMOGES�฀��
��฀NOVEMBRE฀�����฀/RL£ANS�฀
0ARADIGME�฀�����฀PP�฀���
���
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����฀&URTHER฀NUMERICAL฀VARIANTS฀WITHIN฀THE฀'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS
CYCLE฀AND฀OTHER฀/LD฀&RENCH฀TEXTS

!LL฀ THE฀BRANCHES฀OF฀ THE฀'UIRON฀ LE฀#OURTOIS฀CYCLE฀CONTAIN฀MANY฀NUM

BERS���฀)N฀MOST฀CASES฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DISAGREE�฀PRODUCING฀BOTH฀DIVERGENT฀
�BUT฀UNVERIlABLE	฀READINGS�฀AND฀EVIDENT฀ERRORS���฀

)N฀ANOTHER฀EPISODE฀OF฀THE฀2OMAN฀DE฀'UIRON�฀(ENOR฀DE฀LA฀3ELVE�฀A฀NOTO

RIOUSLY฀ COWARDLY฀ KNIGHT฀ FROM฀ .ORTHUMBERLAND�฀ IS฀ DEFEATED฀ BY฀ AN฀ OLD฀
LADY฀�VIEILLE฀DAME	�฀&ROM฀THE฀AUTHOR�S฀PERSPECTIVE�฀THIS฀EPISODE฀IS฀LIKELY฀TO฀
BE฀A฀SORT฀OF฀HYPERBOLIC฀CONlRMATION฀OF฀(ENOR�S฀KNIGHTLY฀INEPTITUDE�฀)N฀
THE฀FOLLOWING฀PASSAGE�฀THE฀ONLY฀ONE฀WHICH฀INDICATES฀THE฀LADY�S฀AGE�฀THE฀TWO฀
FAMILIES฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀THAT฀WE฀ALREADY฀KNOW฀DISAGREE�

; Y=

-AIS฀NE฀PLACE฀$IEU฀QU�ELE฀EÓST฀EN฀SA฀
COMPAIGNIE฀FORS฀UN฀ESCUIIER฀ET฀UN฀NAIN�฀
LA฀PLUS฀PETITE฀CREATURE฀DE฀SON฀AAGE฀QUE฀
JE฀ONQUES฀VEÆSSE�฀ET฀UNE฀DAME฀VIELLE฀
MERVILLEUZEMENT�฀BIEN฀DE฀L�AAGE฀DE฀�C�฀฀฀
ANS�฀ ET฀ CE฀ ESTOIT฀ LA฀ PLUS฀ LAIDE฀ �VIELLE฀
���฀!�	฀DAME฀QUE฀JE฀ONQUES฀VEISSE฀EN฀
TOUTE฀MA฀VIE

; X=

-AIS฀;NE฀PLACE฀$IEU฀QUE=฀�OM�฀-AR	฀
ELE฀N�OT฀EN฀SA฀COMPAGNIE฀FORS฀UN฀SEUL฀
ESCUIER฀ET฀UN฀NAIN�฀LA฀PLUS฀PETITE฀CREA

TURE฀DE฀SON฀AAGE฀QUE฀JOU฀ONQUES฀VEISCE�฀
ET฀UNE฀VIEILLE฀DAME฀DE฀�L�฀ANS฀�ET฀UNE฀
DAME฀VIELLE฀DUREMENT฀BIEN฀DE฀�L�฀ANS฀
���	�฀QUI฀ESTOIT฀SANS฀DOUTE฀LA฀PLUS฀LAIDE฀
�LA฀ P�฀ VIELLE฀ DAME฀ LAIDE฀ ���	฀ QUE฀ JE฀
ONQUES฀VEISCE฀EN฀TOUTE฀MA฀VIE

��฀/F฀COURSE฀THIS฀IS฀NOT฀AN฀EXCLUSIVE฀FEATURE฀OF฀THIS฀CYCLE�฀3EE฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀2�,�฀#URTIS�฀
,E฀2OMAN฀DE฀4RISTAN฀EN฀PROSE�฀,EIDEN�฀"RILL�฀�����฀VOL�฀II�฀PP�฀��฀AND฀���฀WHERE฀NUMERI

CAL฀VARIANTS฀ARE฀LISTED�฀

��฀*UST฀CONSULTING฀THE฀FOOTNOTES฀OF฀THE฀SUMMARY฀OF฀,ATHUILLÞRE�฀'UIRON฀LE฀#OURTOIS�฀)฀
HAVE฀COLLECTED฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀EXAMPLES฀�VARIANTS฀ARE฀GIVEN฀IN฀SQUARE฀BRACKETS�฀THE฀ABBRE

VIATION฀@OM��฀INDICATES฀THAT฀ONE฀OR฀MORE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OMIT฀THE฀NUMERICAL฀DETAIL	�฀e��฀
���฀ ;����฀�฀HUNDRED=฀YEARS฀AFTER฀ *ESUS฀#HRIST�S฀0ASSION�฀ THE฀2OMAN฀%MPIRE฀ENCOM

PASSES฀THE฀WHOLE฀WORLD฀AS฀FAR฀AS฀)NDIA�฀e��฀%SCLABOR฀IS฀LESS฀THAN฀��฀;��=฀YEARS฀OLD�฀e���฀
+ING฀!RTHUR�S฀ARMY฀HAS฀MORE฀THAN฀����฀;������=฀KNIGHTS�฀e��฀N�฀��฀0ALAMEDES฀฀IS฀LESS฀
THAN฀�฀;���฀OM�=฀YEARS฀OLD�฀e��฀N�฀��฀THE฀lRST฀THREE฀BATTALIONS฀OF฀-ELIADUS�฀ARMY฀HAVE฀���฀
;�����฀OM�=฀SOLDIERS�฀WHILE฀THE฀FOURTH฀HAS฀����฀;�����฀OM�=฀MEN�฀e���฀,AC฀CANNOT฀lGHT฀
FOR฀�฀;�=฀MONTHS�฀e���฀A฀KNIGHT฀SAYS฀HE฀HAS฀NOT฀FOUGHT฀FOR฀��฀;�=฀YEARS�฀e���฀'UIRON฀HAS฀
BEEN฀A฀KNIGHT฀FOR฀��฀;��฀OM�=฀MONTHS�฀e���฀A฀SIEGE฀OCCURRED฀�฀;�=฀YEARS฀BEFORE฀THE฀PRES

ENT฀TIME�฀e���฀REGARDING฀A฀YOUNG฀KNIGHT�฀HE฀IS฀��฀;���฀OM�=฀YEARS฀OLD�฀e���฀A฀TROOP฀OF฀��฀
SOLDIERS฀AND฀��฀;��=฀KNIGHTS฀PARADES�฀e����฀&EBUS฀HAS฀INmICTED฀���฀;��������฀����฀���฀
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%VEN฀ IF฀ IN฀ SUCH฀A฀CONTEXT฀AN฀ULTIMATE฀ RESOLUTION฀ IS฀ IMPOSSIBLE�฀ IT฀ IS฀
LIKELY฀THAT฀THE฀READING฀iONE฀HUNDREDw฀REmECTS฀THE฀AUTHOR�S฀INTENTION�฀THE฀
TWO฀GROUPS฀AGREE฀THAT฀THE฀LADY฀IS฀OLD�฀VERY฀OLD฀�MERVEILLEUZEMENT�DURE

MENT฀VIEILLE	�฀SO฀THE฀READING฀ilFTYw฀DOES฀NOT฀SEEM฀SATISFACTORY�฀/F฀COURSE฀
PERCEPTION฀OF฀AGE฀WAS฀DIFFERENT฀FOR฀A฀-EDIEVAL฀PERSON�฀"UT฀LET฀US฀REMEM

BER฀THAT�฀IN฀THE฀-ORT฀LE฀ROI฀!RTHUR�฀1UEEN฀'UINEVERE฀IS฀SAID฀TO฀BE฀ONE฀OF฀
THE฀MOST฀BEAUTIFUL฀LADIES฀IN฀THE฀WORLD�฀@EVEN฀IF �฀SHE฀IS฀lFTY�฀4HIS฀MAKES฀
HER฀A฀MATURE฀BEAUTY฀�HER฀LOOKS฀ARE฀SAID฀TO฀BE฀EXTRAORDINARY฀FOR฀HER฀AGE	�฀
BUT฀SHE฀WOULD฀PROBABLY฀NOT฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀A฀VIEILLE���฀

%T฀LA฀ROÆNE฀FU฀SI฀BELE฀QUE฀TOZ฀LI฀MONZ฀S�EN฀MERVELLOIT�฀CAR฀A฀CELUI฀TENS฀MEÆSMES฀
QU�ELE฀ESTOIT฀BIEN฀DE฀L�AAGE฀DE฀�L�฀ANZ�฀ESTOIT฀ELE฀SI฀BELE฀DAME฀QUE฀EN฀TOT฀LE฀MONDE฀
NE฀TROVAST฀L�EN฀MIE฀SA฀PAREIL���

4HIS฀PASSAGE฀ALSO฀ALLOWS฀US฀TO฀CONSIDER฀ANOTHER฀INTERESTING฀ERROR฀RELAT

ING฀TO฀THE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀A฀NUMBER฀WITHIN฀TEXT�฀ )N฀THE฀ ITALICIZED฀PHRASE฀
ABOVE�฀A฀GROUP฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OF฀ THE฀-ORT฀ LE฀ROI฀!RTHUR฀GIVES฀THE฀FOL

LOWING฀VARIANT�฀i���QU�ELE฀ESTOIT฀BIEN฀DE฀,ANCELOTw�฀*EAN฀&RAPPIER฀EXPLAINS฀
THIS฀INNOVATION฀AS฀A฀MISREADING฀OF฀�L�฀ANZ�฀WHICH฀A฀SCRIBE฀HAS฀INTERPRETED฀
AS฀AN฀ABBREVIATION฀OF฀,ANCELOT�,ANSELOT฀�,ANS�	���฀

)N฀THE฀!VENTURES฀DES฀"RUNS�฀A฀LATE฀THIRTEENTH
CENTURY฀COMPILATION฀OF฀
'UIRON฀ LE฀#OURTOIS฀BY฀2USTICHELLO฀OF฀0ISA฀ THAT฀ )฀HAVE฀RECENTLY฀EDITED���฀
THERE฀IS฀A฀PASSAGE฀WHERE฀THE฀3UITE฀'UIRON�฀THE฀DIRECT฀SOURCE฀OF฀THE฀EPI

SODE�฀GIVES฀INFORMATION฀CONCERNING฀THE฀AGE฀AND฀NUMBER฀OF฀THE฀YOUNG฀
MALE฀AND฀FEMALE฀CAPTIVES฀�DAMOISIAUX�VALLEZ฀AND฀DAMOISELES	฀TAKEN฀BY฀
TWO฀SAVAGE฀GIANTS�฀

PLUS฀���=฀BLOWS�฀e����฀THE฀ARMY฀OF฀/RCANIE฀HAS฀MORE฀THAN฀������฀;�����฀������=฀UNITS�฀
e����฀'UIRON�S฀ANCESTOR฀RELATES฀AN฀ADVENTURE฀FROM฀HIS฀YOUTH�฀WHEN฀HE฀WAS฀��฀;���฀��=฀
YEARS฀OLD�฀e����฀'ALEHAUT฀SMITES฀��฀;���฀������=฀ENEMIES�฀e����฀ON฀A฀BRIDGE�฀MORE฀THAN฀
�฀;��฀���=฀KNIGHT฀HAVE฀ALREADY฀BEEN฀DEFEATED�฀e����฀'UIRON฀UNHORSES฀��฀;��=฀KNIGHTS�฀
e����฀THE฀LADY฀OF฀-ALOHAUT฀IS฀LESS฀THAN฀��฀;��=฀YEARS฀OLD�฀e����฀5TERPENDRAGON�S฀TABLE฀
ACCOMMODATES฀THE฀��฀;��=฀BRAVEST฀KNIGHTS฀IN฀THE฀WORLD�฀฀!NOTHER฀���฀;����฀����=฀SIT฀
AT฀OTHER฀TABLES�

��฀#F�฀,A฀-ORT฀DU฀ROI฀!RTHUR�฀£D�฀ET฀TRAD�฀PAR฀$�฀(ULT�฀0ARIS�฀,IBRAIRIE฀G£N£RALE฀FRAN

½AISE�฀�����฀e��฀��
���฀

��฀#F�฀,A฀-ORT฀LE฀ROI฀!RTU�฀2OMAN฀DU฀XIIIE฀SIÞCLE�฀£D�฀PAR฀*�฀&RAPPIER�฀'ENÞVE�฀$ROZ�฀�����฀฀
P�฀XXXV�฀N�฀��฀&OR฀FURTHER฀DISCUSSION฀ABOUT฀THIS฀PASSAGE�฀SEE฀THE฀(ULT฀EDITION฀CITED฀ABOVE�฀P�฀����฀

��฀,ES฀AVENTURES฀DES฀"RUNS�฀#OMPILAZIONE฀GUIRONIANA฀ATTRIBUIBILE฀A฀2USTICHELLO฀DA฀0ISA�฀
ED�฀CRITICA฀A฀CURA฀DI฀#�฀,AGOMARSINI�฀&IRENZE�฀%DIZIONI฀DEL฀'ALLUZZO฀PER฀LA฀&ONDAZIONE฀
%ZIO฀&RANCESCHINI�฀�����
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�3UITE฀'UIRON	

���#HASQUN฀AN฀ LE฀PREMIER฀ JOR฀DE฀MAI฀
IL฀VENOIENT฀EN฀CEST฀CHASTEL฀E฀COUVENOIT฀฀
QUE฀ TOUZ฀ LES฀DAMOISIAUX฀E฀ TOUTES฀ LES฀
DAMOISELES฀LOR฀FUSSENT฀AMENEES฀QI฀ES
฀
TOIENT฀ ENTRE฀ VINT฀ ANZ฀ E฀ �XIIII�฀ )L฀PRE

NOIENT฀DES฀DAMOISELES฀�LX�฀DE฀CELES฀QI฀
MIEUZ฀LOR฀ENTALENTOIENT฀E฀DES฀VALLEZ฀�XL�฀฀
E฀LES฀ENMENOIENT฀EN฀LOR฀CHASTEL฀QUE฀VOS฀
ENQORE฀POEZ฀VEOIR฀SUS฀EN฀CELE฀MONTAI

GNE฀LA฀DEVANT�

�!VENTURES฀DES฀"RUNS�฀e�����
�	

��	฀"EAUX฀SEIGNEURS�฀FAIT฀LE฀SIRE฀DU฀CHAS
฀
TEAU�฀SE฀SONT฀DEUX฀FRERES฀GEANS฀LES฀PLUS฀
PUISSANS฀HOMMES฀DU฀MONDE�฀QUI฀DE
฀
MEURENT฀EN฀LA฀GRANT฀MONTAIGNE฀QUI฀EST฀
A฀L�ISSUE฀DE฀3OROLOYS�฀LESQUELZ฀VIENNENT฀
CHASCUN฀AN฀LE฀PREMIER฀JOUR฀DE฀MAY฀ET฀
FONT฀ASSEMBLER฀LES฀DAMOISEAULX฀ET฀LES฀฀
DAMOYSELLES฀DU฀CHASTEAU฀QUI฀ENTRE฀VINGT฀฀
ANS฀ET฀QUATORZE฀ESTOIENT�฀��	฀)LZ฀PREN

NENT฀;DES฀DAMOISELES=฀ �LX��฀DE฀CELLES฀
QUI฀MIEULX฀LEUR฀PLAISENT�฀;ET฀DES฀VALLEZ฀
�XL�=�฀ET฀LES฀MAYNENT฀AVECQUES฀EULX฀EN฀
LEUR฀TERRE�฀
�
��฀PRENNENT฀DES฀DAMOISELES฀�LX�=฀EN฀PREN
฀
NENT฀.�฀NE฀PREINENT฀JUSQE฀A฀�XX�฀&I�฀EN฀PRE

NOIENT฀�XL�฀����฀ET฀IL฀PRENOIENT฀�LX�฀"E฀#฀ ฀
ET฀DES฀VALLEZ฀�XL�=฀ALL฀MANUSCRIPTS฀OMIT฀THESE฀
WORDS

.O฀WITNESSES฀OF฀THE฀COMPILATION฀PRESERVE฀A฀COMPLETE฀TEXT฀CORRESPOND

ING฀TO฀THE฀SOURCE�฀&URTHERMORE�฀SEVERAL฀SCRIBES฀HAVE฀MODIlED฀THE฀NUM

BERS฀USED฀BY฀THE฀SOURCE�฀)N฀THIS฀PASSAGE�฀THE฀MOST฀SIGNIlCANT฀ERROR฀�OR฀
INNOVATION	฀OF฀THE฀!VENTURES฀DES฀"RUNS฀n฀OR฀OF฀THEIR฀ARCHETYPE�฀IF฀WE฀DO฀
NOT฀WANT฀TO฀SUPPOSE฀AN฀AUTHORIAL฀MISTAKE฀n฀CONSISTS฀IN฀THE฀FUSION฀OF฀
THE฀DIFFERENT฀NUMBERS฀OF฀DAMOISIAUX฀AND฀DAMOISELES�฀BOTH฀OF฀WHICH฀ARE฀
REDUCED฀TO฀THE฀lRST฀NUMBER฀MENTIONED฀��LX�	�฀

!NOTHER฀QUITE฀COMMON฀NUMERICAL฀ERROR฀CONCERNS฀LISTS฀OF฀ELEMENTS�฀
#ONSIDER฀ THE฀ FOLLOWING฀EXCERPT฀ TAKEN฀ONCE฀AGAIN฀ FROM฀THE฀!VENTURES฀
DES฀"RUNS�

฀�!VENTURES฀DES฀"RUNS�฀e�����	

%N฀CESTE฀PARTIE฀DIT฀LE฀COMPTE฀QUE฀LE฀ROY฀!RTUS฀S�ESTOIT฀ALL£฀ESBATRE฀DEHORS฀LA฀VILLE฀
DE฀+AMALOTH฀EN฀LA฀FOREST฀ENTRE฀LUI฀ET฀�X�฀CHEVALIERS฀DE฀SON฀HOSTEL�฀LESQUELZ฀VOUS฀
NOMMERAY฀CY฀APR£S฀PAR฀LEURS฀NOMS���
�
�X�฀CHEVALIERS฀"E=฀LES฀NEUFF฀CH�฀.�฀�IX�฀CH�฀���
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4HE฀NARRATOR฀KEEPS฀HIS฀PROMISE฀AND฀ENUMERATES฀TEN฀KNIGHTS�฀7HAT฀IS฀
RELEVANT฀IS฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀TWO฀MANUSCRIPTS฀BELONGING฀TO฀DIFFERENT฀FAMILIES฀
�.฀AND฀���	฀SHARE฀THE฀ERRONEOUS฀READING฀iNINEw�฀WHICH฀SUGGESTS฀AT฀LEAST฀
TWO฀POSSIBILITIES�฀�	฀AN฀AUTHORIAL฀ERROR฀CORRECTED฀BY฀"E฀ON฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀
THE฀LIST฀OR฀�	฀A฀POLYGENETIC฀MISTAKE฀OF฀.฀AND฀����฀

%RRORS฀ IN฀ LISTS฀ARE฀NOT฀ INFREQUENT�฀ )N฀ THE฀#HANSON฀DE฀'UILLAUME�฀ AN฀
EPIC฀POEM฀FROM฀THE฀lRST฀HALF฀OF฀THE฀TWELFTH฀CENTURY�฀WE฀ARE฀TOLD฀THAT฀lF

TEEN฀�QUINZE	฀3ARACEN฀KNIGHTS฀CHARGE฀'UILLAUME�฀BUT�฀WHEN฀THE฀NARRATOR฀
RECOUNTS฀THEIR฀NAMES�฀ONLY฀FOURTEEN฀KNIGHTS฀ARE฀MENTIONED���

฀�#HANSON฀DE฀'UILLAUME�฀LINES฀����
��	

3UR฀LI฀CORENT฀3ARAZIN฀E฀%SCLER�
4ELS฀QUINZE฀REIS฀QUI฀BEN฀VUS฀SAI฀NOMER�
2EIS฀-ATHAMAR฀E฀UNS฀REIS฀D�!VER�
%฀"ASSUMET฀E฀LI฀REIS฀$EFAM£�
3OLDAN฀D�!LFRIKE฀E฀LI฀FORZ฀%ADUEL�
%฀!ELRAN฀E฀SUN฀lZ฀!ELRED�
,I฀REIS฀3ACEALME�฀!LFAM£฀E฀$ESTURBED�
%฀'OLIAS฀E฀!NDAmE฀E฀7ANIBLED�฀
4UZ฀QUINZE฀LE฀FERENT฀EN฀SUN฀ESCU฀BOCL£�
0UR฀UN฀PETIT฀NE฀L�UNT฀ACRAVENT£�฀

!NDREA฀&ASSÏ฀ARGUES฀THAT฀IT฀IS฀PROBABLE฀THAT฀THE฀AUTHOR฀IS฀KNOWINGLY฀
OMITTING฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀A฀3ARACEN฀KNIGHT�฀%SMER£���฀"UT฀THIS฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀฀
ONLY฀CASE฀OF฀A฀CONTRADICTORY฀LIST฀WITHIN฀THE฀'UILLAUME�฀IN฀LINES฀����
��฀
THE฀NARRATOR฀MENTIONS฀lFTEEN฀KNIGHTS�฀WHO฀ARE฀THEN฀REVEALED฀TO฀BE฀SIX

TEEN฀IN฀NUMBER�฀i&IFTEENw฀IS฀OFTEN฀USED฀AS฀A฀SORT฀OF฀PASSE
PARTOUT฀NUMBER�฀
STANDING฀FOR฀@A฀REMARKABLE฀NUMBER฀OF �฀�SEE฀LINES฀����฀�����฀�����฀�����฀
�����฀�����฀�����฀�����฀�����฀�����฀����	���

!S฀A฀VARIANT�฀ THE฀NUMBER฀lFTEEN฀ALSO฀OCCURS฀ IN฀ANOTHER฀EPIC฀POEM�฀
!LISCANS�฀FROM฀THE฀SECOND฀HALF฀OF฀THE฀THIRTEENTH฀CENTURY���

��฀,A฀#HANSON฀DE฀'UILLAUME�฀ED�฀BY฀&�฀3UARD�฀0ARIS�฀,IBRAIRIE฀G£N£RALE฀FRAN½AISE�฀�����฀฀
)฀THANK฀'IOVANNI฀:AGNI฀FOR฀BRINGING฀THIS�฀AND฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀PASSAGE�฀TO฀MY฀ATTENTION�฀

��฀i#HE฀SIA฀STATO฀SOPPRESSO฀PROPRIO฀%SMER£�฀IL฀SOLO฀lGLIO฀SOPRAVVISSUTO฀ALL�ECCIDIO�฀CON฀
LA฀SUA฀IMBARAZZANTE฀ACCUSA�w฀�,A฀#ANZONE฀DI฀'UGLIELMO�฀A฀CURA฀DI฀!�฀&ASSÏ�฀0ARMA�฀0RA

TICHE�฀�����฀P�฀���฀N�฀��	�

��฀)฀ONCE฀AGAIN฀THANK฀'IOVANNI฀:AGNI฀FOR฀HIS฀KIND฀ASSISTANCE�
��฀!LISCANS�฀£D�฀PAR฀#�฀2£GNIER�฀PR£SENTATION฀ET฀NOTES฀DE฀*�฀3UBRENAT�฀0ARIS�฀#HAM
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฀�!LISCANS�฀LINES฀����
��	

�XXX�฀CHAITIS฀SONT฀AVEC฀REMASU
QUE฀JE฀RESCOUS฀A฀UN฀ROI฀MESCREÓS฀
�
����฀�XXX�฀3=฀�XV�฀฀!�฀!�฀!�฀!�

�!LISCANS�฀LINES฀����	

฀*EUNES฀ESTOIT�฀N�AVOIT฀PAS฀�XX�฀ANZ฀PASS£
�
XX�฀3=฀�XV�฀฀!�฀!�฀!�

)N฀BOTH฀CONTEXTS�฀THE฀NUMBER฀lFTEEN฀IS฀A฀VERIlABLE฀ERROR�฀IN฀THE฀lRST฀
CASE�฀SOME฀HUNDRED฀LINES฀ABOVE�฀ALL฀MANUSCRIPTS฀AGREE฀THAT฀THERE฀ARE฀
THIRTY฀SLAVES�฀

�!LISCANS�฀LINES฀����
��	

0AR฀EX฀FESOIT฀$ESRAM£฀PRESENTER
�XXX�฀CHAITIS฀QUI฀TUIT฀SONT฀BACHELER

)N฀THE฀SECOND฀CASE�฀FURTHER฀ON฀IN฀THE฀CHANSON�฀2AINOUART�S฀AGE฀IS฀SAID฀
TO฀BE฀TWENTY�฀WITH฀ALL฀MANUSCRIPTS฀IN฀AGREEMENT฀�iGUERNONS฀LI฀POIGNENT�฀
N�OT฀PAS฀�XX�฀ANZ฀PASSEZw�฀LINE฀����	�฀

2EMARKABLY�฀INCORRECT฀NUMBERS฀ARE฀OFTEN฀FOUND฀WITHIN฀THE฀SAME฀GROUP฀
OF฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀WHICH฀SHOW฀THAT฀AWARENESS฀IS฀FREQUENTLY฀LACKING฀WHEN฀IT฀
COMES฀TO฀COPYING฀NUMBERS�฀(ERE฀IS฀ANOTHER฀EXAMPLE�

฀�!LISCANS�฀LINES฀����
��	

0OR฀LA฀ROINE฀A฀MOUT฀TOST฀ENVOIE
�II�฀CHEVALIERS฀QUI฀SONT฀DE฀SA฀MESNIE�
ET฀S�I฀ALA฀LI฀DUS฀DE฀.ORMANDIE
ENSEMBLE฀O฀LUI฀'ARINS฀DE฀LA฀'ASTIE฀
�
�����฀�II�฀3=฀�V�฀฀!�฀!�฀!�

4HE฀SECOND฀PAIR฀OF฀LINES฀REVEALS฀THAT฀THERE฀ARE฀TWO฀KNIGHTS�฀BUT฀IT฀DOES฀
NOT฀PREVENT฀THREE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀FROM฀COPYING฀hlVEv�฀WHICH฀WAS฀PROBABLY฀
AN฀INNOVATIVE฀READING฀OF฀THEIR฀COMMON฀EXEMPLAR�
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!NOTHER฀INTERESTING฀CASE฀CONCERNING฀/LD฀&RENCH฀EPICS฀CAN฀BE฀FOUND฀
IN฀THE฀&RANCO
6ENETIAN฀VERSION฀OF฀THE฀#HANSON฀D�!SPREMONT���฀

฀�&R�
6EN�฀#HANSON฀D�!SPREMONT�฀LINES฀���
�	

$EVIEN฀SIS฀HOME�฀NEN฀POI฀FAR฀AUTREMENT�
0OR฀LA฀CORONE฀ÂN½A฀DINER฀LI฀RENT฀

)N฀LINE฀���฀OF฀MS�฀฀6��฀ÂN½A฀IS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀A฀&RANCO
6ENETIAN฀FORM฀OF฀
ONZE�฀@ELEVEN��฀)N฀OTHER฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀WHERE฀THIS฀SAME฀VERSE฀IS฀PRESENT�฀ONE฀
CAN฀lND฀THE฀VARIANT฀READINGS฀QUARANTE฀�,�	฀�฀�XL�฀�0�	฀AND฀QUATRE฀�#H	�฀
4HE฀EDITOR฀OF฀ THIS฀VERSION฀CONCLUDES฀ THAT฀QUARANTE฀ IS฀iLA฀ LE½ON฀ LA฀PLUS฀
LOGIQUE฀ET฀PROBABLEMENT฀L�ORIGINALEw��฀AND฀THAT฀ÂN½A฀HINTS฀AT฀A฀MISREAD

ING฀OF฀�XL�฀AS฀�XI���

-OVING฀ON฀TO฀ANOTHER฀LITERARY฀GENRE�฀)฀WOULD฀LIKE฀TO฀BRIEmY฀DISCUSS฀A฀
NUMERICAL฀ERROR฀IN฀THE฀!NGLO
.ORMAN฀6OYAGE฀OF฀3AINT฀"RENDAN฀BY฀"ENE

DEIT�฀A฀HAGIOGRAPHIC฀POEM฀IN฀OCTOSYLLABIC฀VERSE฀DATING฀FROM฀THE฀BEGIN

NING฀OF฀THE฀TWELFTH฀CENTURY�฀)N฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀TRADITION฀OF฀THE฀3T�฀"REN

DAN�฀TWO฀MAIN฀FAMILIES฀ARE฀IN฀OPPOSITION�฀!฀"฀VS�฀$฀%���฀4HE฀lRST฀FAMILY฀
PRESERVES฀A฀PARTICULAR฀METRE�฀AN฀ARCHAIC฀OCTOSYLLABE฀IN฀WHICH฀BOTH฀MAS

CULINE฀AND฀FEMININE฀LINES฀HAVE฀EIGHT฀SYLLABLES฀�THE฀FEMININE฀ONES฀BEING฀
STRESSED฀ON฀THE฀SEVENTH	�฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀PRINCIPLE฀OF฀,ATIN฀PARITAS฀SYLLA

BARUM�฀/N฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀THE฀SECOND฀FAMILY฀ADJUSTS฀THIS฀PARTICULAR฀VER

SIlCATION฀TO฀THE฀STANDARD฀OF฀LATER฀@CLASSICAL�฀OCTOSYLLABE฀�FEMININE฀LINES฀OF฀
EIGHT฀SYLLABLES�฀THE฀LAST฀STRESS฀FALLING฀ON฀THE฀EIGHTH	�฀4HE฀ONLY฀STRONG฀CON

JUNCTIVE฀ERROR฀OF฀!฀AND฀"�฀AMONG฀SEVERAL฀MINOR฀VARIANTS฀AND฀POLYGENETIC฀
SLIPS฀LISTED฀BY฀%DWIN฀'�2�฀7ATERS�฀SEEMS฀TO฀OCCUR฀IN฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀LINES�

��฀!�฀#ONSTANTINIDIS�฀,A฀@#HANSON฀D�!SPREMONT�฀ENTRE฀&RANCE฀ET฀)TALIE�฀�TUDE฀ET฀£DITION฀
CRITIQUE฀PARTIELLE฀DES฀ VERSIONS฀ FRANCO
ITALIENNES�฀0H$฀$ISS��฀5NIVERSIT£฀DE฀.AMUR�฀�����฀฀
)฀THANK฀!NNA฀#ONSTANTINIDIS฀FOR฀POINTING฀OUT฀THIS฀PASSAGE฀AND฀FOR฀ALLOWING฀ME฀TO฀CON

SULT฀HER฀WORK�

��฀)VI�฀NOTE฀TO฀LINE฀����
��฀)N฀HER฀COMMENTARY฀�IBID�	�฀!�฀#ONSTANTINIDIS฀POINTS฀OUT฀THAT฀A฀SIMILAR฀&RANCO


6ENETIAN฀FORM฀FOR฀ONZE฀CAN฀BE฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀0HARSALE฀�UN½E�฀LINE฀����	�฀IN฀THAT฀PASSAGE฀TOO฀
n฀WHICH฀THE฀AUTHOR฀HAS฀BORROWED฀FROM฀THE฀&AITS฀DES฀2OMAINS฀n฀THE฀NUMERAL฀IS฀THE฀RESULT฀
OF฀A฀MISUNDERSTANDING฀�THE฀SOURCE฀READS฀�IX�	�

��฀#F�฀4HE฀!NGLO
.ORMAN฀6OYAGE฀OF฀3T�฀"RENDAN฀BY฀"ENEDEIT�฀฀!฀0OEM฀OF฀THE฀%ARLY฀4WELFTH฀
#ENTURY�฀ED�฀BY฀%�'�2�฀7ATERS�฀/XFORD�฀#LARENDON฀0RESS�฀�����฀PP�฀LVIII
LXXX�฀4HE฀EXCERPT฀
BELOW฀IS฀TAKEN฀FROM฀THE฀SAME฀EDITION�฀)฀HAVE฀DEDICATED฀SOME฀NOTES฀TO฀7ATERS�฀CLASSIlCA

TION�฀SEE฀#�฀,AGOMARSINI�฀i!PPUNTI฀SUL฀TESTO฀DEL฀6OYAGE฀DE฀3AINT฀"RENDAN฀DI฀"ENEDEITw�฀
3TUDI฀MEDIOLATINI฀E฀VOLGARI�฀��฀�����	�฀PP�฀��
��฀�ESPECIALLY฀PP�฀��
��	�
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฀�6OYAGE฀OF฀3T�฀"RENDAN�฀LINES฀���
��	

$IST฀LUR�฀@#I฀STREIZ฀DEL฀TENS฀UN฀POI�
!฀VOZ฀CUNGEZ฀JO฀M�EN฀REVOI�
)CI฀MANDREZ�฀E฀SANZ฀CUSTE�
$ESQUE฀UITAVES฀0ENTECUSTE�
.E฀DUTEZ฀RIEN�฀NE฀DEMURAI�
1UANT฀MESTERS฀ERT�฀VUS฀SUCCURRAI��
&ERMENT฀LUR฀NEF฀OD฀CHAEINES�
%฀SUNT฀ILOEC฀UIT฀SEMAINES�
�
����฀UIT฀$฀%฀&฀�OET฀$�฀�VIII�฀%�฀OIT฀&	��=฀SET฀!฀"

4HE฀PASSAGE฀TAKES฀PLACE฀ON฀%ASTER฀$AY฀�,E฀DI฀PASCHUR�฀LINE฀���	�฀฀!ND฀
iFROM฀%ASTER฀$AY฀TO฀THE฀OCTAVE฀OF฀0ENTECOST฀IS฀EIGHT฀WEEKSw���฀NOT฀SEVEN�฀
THAT฀IS฀TO฀SAY฀EXACTLY฀TWO฀MONTHS�฀AS฀THE฀AUTHOR฀REMARKS฀ELSEWHERE฀�DOUS฀
MEIS�฀LINES฀���฀AND฀����	�฀

����฀฀!฀FEW฀EXAMPLES฀FROM฀OTHER฀2OMANCE฀TRADITIONS

/F฀COURSE�฀NUMERICAL฀VARIATION฀DOES฀NOT฀ONLY฀AFFECT฀/LD฀&RENCH฀MANU

SCRIPT฀TRADITIONS�฀AND฀SIMILAR฀CASES฀OF฀ERRORS฀AND฀VARIANTS฀CAN฀BE฀OBSERVED฀
IN฀OTHER฀LANGUAGES฀AND฀OTHER฀AGES�฀฀!S฀FOR฀THE฀2OMANCE฀DOMAIN�฀-EDI

EVAL฀&RENCH฀LITERATURE฀IS฀RICHER฀IN฀NARRATIVE฀TEXTS�฀ESPECIALLY฀EPIC฀POEMS฀
AND฀ROMANCES�฀WITNESSED฀BY฀A฀LARGE฀NUMBER฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀AND฀THUS฀
REPRESENTS฀A฀NOTABLE฀SOURCE฀OF฀DATA฀FOR฀OUR฀PURPOSE�

)T฀ IS฀ LESS฀ COMMON฀ TO฀ CHANCE฀ UPON฀ NUMBERS�฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE�฀ IN฀ LYRIC฀
POETRY�฀WHICH฀MAKES฀UP฀THE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀/LD฀/CCITAN฀LITERATURE�฀)T฀IS฀SUF

lCIENT฀TO฀CONSULT฀THE฀#/- ฀DATABASE��฀TO฀VERIFY฀THAT฀NUMBERS฀ARE฀QUITE฀
RARE฀IN฀THE฀/LD฀/CCITAN฀LYRICAL฀TRADITION�฀AND฀THAT฀MOST฀CASES฀OCCUR฀IN฀
NARRATIVE฀VERSE฀TEXTS�฀WHICH฀ARE฀OFTEN฀WITNESSED฀BY฀ONLY฀ONE฀MANUSCRIPT�฀
OR฀A฀HANDFUL฀AT฀MOST�฀SO฀THAT฀IT฀IS฀OFTEN฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀COLLECT฀SIGNIlCANT฀
VARIANTS�฀)฀WILL฀PRESENT฀JUST฀ONE฀EXAMPLE฀FROM฀THIS฀AREA�฀FROM฀&ARAI฀UN฀

��฀&฀IS฀A฀FRAGMENT฀�#OLOGNY
'ENÞVE�฀&ONDATION฀-�฀"ODMER�฀��	฀LATER฀EDITED฀BY฀&�฀฀6I

ELLIARD�฀"IBLIOTHECA฀"ODMERIANA�฀-ANUSCRITS฀FRAN½AIS฀DU฀-OYEN฀ÇGE�฀#OLOGNY
'ENÞVE�฀
&ONDATION฀-ARTIN฀"ODMER�฀�����฀PP�฀���
���฀4HE฀FRAGMENT฀IS฀NOW฀DIGITIZED�฀SEE฀www.
e-codices.unifr.ch�

��฀7ATERS�฀IN฀4HE฀!NGLO
.ORMAN฀6OYAGE�฀P�฀LIX�
��฀#ONCORDANCE฀DE฀L�/CCITAN฀-£DI£VAL฀
฀4HE฀#ONCORDANCE฀OF฀-EDIEVAL฀/CCITAN฀�#/- 	�฀

,ES฀4ROUBADOURS�฀,ES฀4EXTES฀.ARRATIFS฀EN฀VERS฀
฀4HE฀4ROUBADOURS�฀.ARRATIVE฀6ERSE�฀DIR�฀0�4�฀
2ICKETTS�฀CD
ROM�฀4URNHOUT�฀"REPOLS�฀�����
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VERS฀POS฀MI฀SONELH฀�"D4฀������	�฀BY฀THE฀TROUBADOUR฀7ILLIAM฀)8฀OF฀!QUI

TAINE�฀)N฀THE฀THIRTEENTH฀COBLA฀�LINES฀��
��	�฀THE฀lCTIONAL฀AUTOBIOGRAPHI

CAL฀VOICE฀SAYS���

;.฀.�=

�VIII�฀JORN฀EZ฀ANCAR฀MEN฀ESTEI
EN฀AQUEL฀SOTORN

;6=

�XLI�฀JORN฀ESTEI
AZ฀AQEL฀TORN

.ICCOLÏ฀0ASERO฀FOLLOWS฀THE฀TEXT฀OF฀.�฀JUST฀EMENDING฀ITS฀ADVERB฀�i5EIT฀
JORN฀EZ฀ANCAR฀MAIS฀ESTEIw	���฀&OR฀OUR฀PURPOSES฀IT฀IS฀INTERESTING฀TO฀REMARK฀
THAT฀HIS฀EDITORIAL฀CHOICE฀PROBABLY฀DEPENDS฀ON฀A฀MISREADING฀OF฀MS�฀฀6฀�iE฀
LI฀IORN฀ESTEIw฀INSTEAD฀OF฀i�XLI�฀IORN฀ESTEIw	�฀THAT฀WOULD฀PRODUCE฀AN฀HYPO

METRICAL฀ LINE�฀/THER฀EDITORS฀HAVE฀PREFERRED฀THE฀NUMERAL฀COPIED฀BY฀THE฀
SCRIBE฀OF฀6�฀฀!MONG฀OTHERS�฀!LFONSO฀$�!GOSTINO฀PREFERS฀.�S฀READING��฀AND฀
EXPLAINS฀THAT฀THE฀NUMBER฀��฀IS฀EQUAL฀TO฀��฀DAYS฀n฀RECALLING�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀
THE฀DURATION฀OF฀THE฀"IBLICAL฀&LOOD�฀-OSES�฀STAY฀ON฀-OUNT฀3INAI฀OR฀THE฀
TIME฀SPENT฀BY฀*ESUS฀ IN฀THE฀DESERT	฀n฀PLUS฀ONE�฀A฀NUMBER฀CONSTRUCTED฀
SIMILARLY฀TO฀THE฀/NE฀4HOUSAND฀AND฀/NE฀.IGHTS�฀BUT฀$�!GOSTINO�฀WHO฀
DOES฀NOT฀COMMENT฀ON฀THE฀NUMERICAL฀VARIANT฀OF฀.�฀ALSO฀POINTS฀OUT฀AS฀AN฀
ODDITY฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀TWO฀MARRIED฀LADIES฀�THOSE฀WITH฀WHOM฀THE฀PILGRIM฀
STAYS	฀ARE฀LEFT฀ALONE฀BY฀THEIR฀HUSBANDS฀FOR฀SO฀MANY฀DAYS���฀

7HEN฀ IT฀COMES฀ TO฀NUMBERS฀ INVOLVING฀A฀COMPLEX฀CALCULATION�฀PROB

LEMS฀ IN฀MANUSCRIPT฀ TRANSMISSION฀ARE฀VERY฀COMMONLY฀DISCOVERED�฀ )T฀ IS฀
WELL฀KNOWN฀THAT฀THE฀DATING฀OF฀THE฀3PANISH฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE฀DEPENDS฀
ON฀THE฀ INTERPRETATION฀OF฀COPLA฀�����฀ INVOLVING฀A฀COMPLEX฀CALCULATION฀
ABOUT฀WHICH฀SCRIBES฀�AND฀MODERN฀SCHOLARS	฀DISAGREE���

��฀0ARALLEL฀EDITIONS฀OF฀THE฀WITNESSES฀ARE฀GIVEN฀BY฀!�฀$�!GOSTINO�฀ih&ARAI฀UN฀VÞRS฀PÏS฀MI฀
SONELHv�฀-ATERIALI฀PER฀UN�EDIZIONE฀PLURIMAw�฀,A฀PAROLA฀DEL฀TESTO�฀�฀�฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀��
���฀
���฀-ANUSCRIPT฀#�฀WHICH฀GIVES฀A฀DIFFERENT฀REDACTION฀OF฀THE฀TEXT�฀DOES฀NOT฀GIVE฀A฀NUMBER฀
IN฀THE฀CORRESPONDING฀COBLA�฀

��฀'UGLIELMO฀)8�฀0OESIE�฀ED�฀CRITICA฀A฀CURA฀DI฀.�฀0ASERO�฀-ODENA�฀-UCCHI�฀����฀�N�฀฀6	�
��฀#FR�฀$�!GOSTINO�฀ih&ARAI฀UN฀VÞRS฀PÏS฀MI฀SONELHvw�฀P�฀���
��฀i.O฀SO฀QUANTI฀SI฀ SIANO฀CHIESTI฀CHE฀lNE฀ABBIANO฀FATTO฀MESSER฀'UARINO฀E฀MESSER฀

"ERNARDO�฀CHE฀LASCIANO฀LE฀CONSORTI฀IN฀LIBERA฀USCITA฀PER฀TANTO฀TEMPO�฀COMUNQUE฀I฀QUA

RANTUNO฀DÖ฀RAPPRESENTANO฀UNO฀IN฀PIÂ฀DEI฀BIBLICI฀GIORNI฀DEL฀DILUVIO���w฀�IVI�฀P�฀��฀AND฀
NOTE฀��	�

��฀1UOTATIONS฀ARE฀FROM฀THE฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE�฀ED�฀BY฀*�฀#ASAS฀2IGALL�฀-ADRID�฀2EAL฀
!CADEMIA฀%SPA¶OLA�฀�����฀PP�฀���
���฀AND฀����

4HE฀3CRIBE฀AND฀THE฀!BACUS



��

;MS�฀/฀�฀-ADRID�฀".%�฀6IT�฀�
��=

%SCREVIO฀LA฀CUENTA฀CA฀DE฀COR฀LA฀SABIA
%L฀MUNDO฀QUANDO฀FUE฀FECHO฀E฀QUANTOS฀

;ANNOS฀AVIA
DE฀TRES฀MIL฀E฀NUEVE½IENTOS฀DOZE฀LES฀TOLLIA
AGORA฀�IIIIO�฀MIL฀E฀TREZIENTOS฀E฀QUINZE฀

;PRENDIA�

;MS�฀0฀�฀0ARIS�฀"N&�฀ESP�฀���=

!LLJ฀ESCRIUIO฀LA฀CUENTA฀QUE฀DE฀CORA½ON฀
;LA฀SABIE

EL฀MUNDO฀QUANDO฀FUE฀FECHO฀QUANTOS฀
;A¶OS฀AVIE

DE฀TRES฀MJLL฀E฀NUEVE½IENTOS฀E฀DOSE฀NON฀
;TOLLJ£

AGORA฀QUATROCIENTOS฀E฀SEYS฀MJLL฀
;EMPRENDI£�

4HE฀DIRECT฀SOURCE฀OF฀THIS฀COPLA฀IS฀TO฀BE฀FOUND฀IN฀'AUTIER฀OF฀#HºTILLON�S฀
!LEXANDREIS�฀IN฀A฀PASSAGE฀WHERE฀THE฀AUTHOR฀DESCRIBES฀!PELLES฀BUILDING฀
$ARIUS�฀SEPULCHRE฀AND฀NOTING฀THE฀DATE฀OF฀HIS฀DEATH฀ON฀IT฀�VII฀���
��	�

)N฀SUMMA฀ANNORUM฀BIS฀MILIA฀BINA฀LEGUNTUR
"ISQUE฀QUADRINGENTI฀DECIES฀SEX฀BISQUE฀QUATERNI

!CCORDING฀TO฀'AUTIER�฀$ARIUS�S฀DEATH฀OCCURRED฀IN฀YEAR฀����฀��¾����฀
�฀�¾���฀�฀��¾�฀�฀�¾�	฀AFTER฀THE฀#REATION฀�����฀"�#�฀IN฀)SIDORE�S฀%TY

MOLOGIAE	�฀CORRESPONDING฀TO฀���฀"�#�฀(ERE฀)฀WILL฀NOT฀DWELL฀ON฀THE฀LONG

STANDING฀PROBLEM฀OF฀THE฀DATE฀OF฀THE฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE�฀BUT฀THERE฀ARE฀
TWO฀INTERESTING฀OBSERVATIONS฀TO฀BE฀MADE�฀�	฀ IN฀THE฀THIRD฀LINE฀OF฀COPLA฀
�����฀MANUSCRIPTS฀/฀AND฀0฀AGREE฀ABOUT฀THE฀NUMBERS฀INVOLVED฀�THE฀DATE฀
OF฀$ARIUS�฀DEATH	�฀BUT฀NOT฀ABOUT฀THE฀SYNTAX�฀ )N฀ANY฀CASE�฀ THE฀NUMBER฀
����฀DOES฀NOT฀SEEM฀TO฀MAKE฀ANY฀SENSE฀HERE�฀�	฀IN฀THE฀LAST฀LINE฀/฀AND฀0฀
DISAGREE�฀SHOWING฀THAT฀AT฀ LEAST฀ONE฀SCRIBE฀HAS฀TRIED฀TO฀MANIPULATE฀THE฀
NUMBERS�฀

!MONG฀OTHER฀SCHOLARS���฀!RTHUR฀$ANA฀.ELSON฀HAS฀PROPOSED฀THE฀FOL

LOWING฀EMENDATION���

DE฀;QUATRO=฀MILL฀NUE;F=฀CIENTOS฀;TREINTA฀E฀DOS=฀TOLLI£฀

��฀&OR฀A฀SUMMARY฀OF฀INTERPRETATIONS฀OF฀THIS฀PASSAGE�฀SEE฀THE฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE�฀ED�฀BY฀
*�฀#ASAS฀2IGALL�฀PP�฀��
���

��฀'ONZALO฀DE฀"ERCEO�฀%L฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LIXANDRE�฀2ECONSTRUCCI�N฀CR¤TICA�฀BY฀!�฀$ANA฀.ELSON�฀
-ADRID�฀'REDOS�฀�����

#LAUDIO฀,AGOMARSINI



��

4HE฀CALCULATION฀SHOULD฀INVOLVE฀THE฀SUBTRACTION฀����฀
฀��฀�GIVING฀
�����฀THAT฀IS�฀THE฀YEAR฀OF฀$ARIUS�฀DEATH฀IN฀!LEXANDREIS	��฀AND฀SUGGESTS฀
THAT฀����฀SHOULD฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀AS฀THE฀PRESENT฀DATE�฀THAT฀IS�฀����฀!�$�฀
"UT฀IT฀IS฀NOT฀CLEAR฀HOW฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀TRADITION฀HAS฀PASSED฀FROM฀THE฀
ORIGINAL฀READING฀TO฀THE฀NUMBER฀�������฀&RANCISCO฀-ARCOS฀-AR¤N�฀SUP

POSING฀AN฀INVERSION฀OF฀lGURES฀IN฀THE฀lRST฀HEMISTICHS�฀HAS฀PROPOSED฀TO฀
TAKE฀THE฀READING฀OF฀MANUSCRIPT฀/฀AND฀RESTORE฀THE฀SUPPOSEDLY฀ORIGINAL฀
ORDER���฀

DE฀;QUATRO=฀MILL฀NUEUE฀CIENTOS฀E฀DOZE฀LES฀TOLLIA
AGORA฀;TRES=฀MILL฀E฀TREZIENTOS฀E฀QUINZE฀PRENDIA

4HIS฀EMENDATION฀INVOLVES฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀CALCULATION�฀����฀
฀���฀�lRST฀
VERSE	฀�฀����฀�SECOND฀VERSE	฀�฀�����฀CORRESPONDING฀TO฀����฀!�$��฀BUT฀
THIS฀DOES฀NOT฀CONCERN฀$ARIUS�฀YEAR฀OF฀DEATH�฀

7HILST฀IT฀IS฀CLEAR฀WHY฀SUCH฀A฀COMPLEX฀PASSAGE฀HAS฀TRIGGERED฀THE฀MANIP

ULATIONS฀OF฀SCRIBES฀�AND฀THE฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀SCHOLARS	���฀SIMILAR฀PROBLEMS฀
MAY฀ALSO฀OCCUR฀FOR฀SIMPLE฀CALCULATIONS�฀4HE฀SHORT฀#ATALAN฀VERSION฀OF฀THE฀
.AVIGATIO฀SANCTI฀"RENDANI฀�lFTEENTH฀CENTURY	฀CONTAINS฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀NUMERI

CAL฀INCONSISTENCIES�฀#ONSIDER฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀PASSAGE���

฀�6IDA฀DE฀SENT฀"RENDA�฀P�฀���	

%฀;LO฀ABAT=฀TRIA฀AMB฀ELL฀�XIIII�฀FRARES�฀���฀%฀VENGUEREN฀A฀ELLS฀�III�฀FRARES฀QUI฀ESTAVEN฀
EN฀AQUELLA฀ILLA฀E฀DIGUEREN฀QUE฀ELLS฀VOLIEN฀ANAR฀AB฀ELLS฀EN฀LO฀PELERINATGE�฀%฀SENT฀
"RENDA฀REEB฀ELS฀E฀FOREN฀AB฀AQUESTS฀BE฀�XVIII�฀FRARES�

��฀3EE฀ALSO฀.�*�฀7ARE�฀i4HE฀$ATE฀OF฀#OMPOSITION฀OF฀ THE฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE�฀!฀2E

EXAMINATION฀OF฀3TANZA฀����w�฀"ULLETIN฀OF฀(ISPANIC฀3TUDIES�฀��฀�฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀���
���

��฀)N฀THE฀SECOND฀HEMISTICH฀OF฀THE฀THIRD฀VERSE�฀THE฀READING฀E฀DOZE฀LE�S	฀TOLLIA฀��E฀XII฀LE฀
TOLLIA	฀COULD฀BE฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀A฀MISREADING฀�XXX฀II฀�฀XII฀LE	�

��฀3EE฀THE฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE�฀%STUDIO฀Y฀EDICI�N�฀BY฀&�฀-ARCOS฀-AR¤N�฀-ADRID�฀!LIANZA฀
%DITORIAL�฀ �����฀ ESPECIALLY฀ PP�฀ ��
���฀ /N฀ THE฀ SAME฀ PASSAGE฀ SEE฀ ALSO฀ &�฀ -ARCOS฀ -AR¤N�฀
i,A฀FECHA฀DEL฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE฀Y฀LA฀CONFUSI�N฀DE฀LOS฀NOMBRES฀DEL฀N¢MEROw�฀)NCIPIT�฀��฀
�����	�฀PP�฀���
���฀)D��฀i%TIMOLOG¤AS฀ENGA¶OSAS฀Y฀SUS฀CONSECUENCIAS�฀LOS฀NUMERALES฀Y฀EL฀
,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDREw�฀,A฀#OR�NICA�฀��฀�฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀��
����฀

��฀!฀FURTHER฀HYPOTHESIS฀FOR฀THE฀DATE฀OF฀COMPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀!LEXANDRE฀�YEAR฀����	฀HAS฀
BEEN฀PROPOSED฀BY฀,�฀,AZZERINI�฀i%L฀,IBRO฀DE฀!LEXANDRE฀Y฀SUS฀�PRESUNTOS	฀ENIGMAS�฀NUEVAS฀
PROPUESTASw�฀#ULTURA฀.EOLATINA�฀��฀�����	�฀PP�฀��
����฀

��฀3EE฀4HE฀6OYAGE฀OF฀3T�฀"RENDAN�฀2EPRESENTATIVE฀6ERSIONS฀OF฀THE฀,EGEND฀IN฀%NGLISH฀4RANS

LATION�฀ED�฀BY฀7�2�*�฀"ARRON฀AND฀'�3�฀"URGESS�฀%XETER�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀%XETER฀0RESS�฀�����฀฀
PP�฀���
��฀�THE฀EDITION฀OF฀THIS฀VERSION฀IS฀BY฀-�฀"URRELL	�฀

4HE฀3CRIBE฀AND฀THE฀!BACUS



��

���%฀SENT฀"RENDA฀DIX฀ALS฀SEUS฀FRARES�฀i'UARDATS
VOS฀QUE฀3ATANAS฀NO฀US฀ENGAN�฀CAR฀
VEIG฀QUE฀DELS฀�IIII�฀FRARES฀QUI฀APRES฀NOS฀VENGUEREN฀JA฀LA฀HU฀HA฀MENGAT฀HUN฀FRUYT฀
MALA฀ALS฀SEUS฀OPSw�

!S฀THE฀LAST฀EDITOR฀OF฀THE฀TEXT฀HAS฀REMARKED���฀THE฀lRST฀PASSAGE฀OF฀THE฀#AT

ALAN฀VERSION฀OF฀THE฀LEGEND฀�OF฀WHICH฀THERE฀IS฀ONE฀EXTANT฀MANUSCRIPT	฀ IS฀
ERRONEOUS�฀&IRSTLY�฀THE฀CALCULATION฀SEEMS฀TO฀BE฀WRONG฀����� ��	�฀BECAUSE฀
ABBOT฀"RENDAN฀SHOULD฀NOT฀BE฀COUNTED฀AS฀A฀FRIAR�฀AND�฀SECONDLY�฀FOUR฀INTRUD

ING฀MONKS฀�NOT฀THREE	฀ARE฀MENTIONED฀IN฀THE฀SECOND฀PASSAGE�฀7E฀CAN฀ADD฀
THAT฀ IN฀THE฀,ATIN฀.AVIGATIO฀ONLY฀THREE฀INTRUDING฀MONKS฀ARE฀RECEIVED฀ON฀
"RENDAN�S฀SHIP�

,ET฀US฀MOVE฀ON฀TO฀ANOTHER฀LINGUISTIC฀AREA�฀)N฀THE฀/LD฀)TALIAN฀.OVEL

LINO฀WE฀lND฀A฀VERY฀INTERESTING฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀THE฀lCTIONAL฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀
A฀SCRIBAL฀MISTAKE฀IN฀COPYING฀NUMBERS���฀

฀�.OVELLINO�฀XXV	

3ALADINO฀FU฀SOLDANO�฀NOBILISSIMO฀SIGNORE�฀PRODE฀E฀LARGO�฀5N฀GIORNO฀DONAVA฀A฀UNO฀
DUGENTO฀MARCHI�฀CHE฀LI฀AVEA฀PRESENTATO฀UNO฀PANIERE฀DI฀ROSE฀DI฀VERNO฀A฀UNA฀STUFA�฀
%฀�L฀TESORIERE฀SUO฀DINANZI฀DA฀LUI฀LI฀SCRIVEA฀AD฀USCITA�฀SCORSELI฀LA฀PENNA�฀E฀SCRISSE฀
�CCC�฀$ISSE฀IL฀3ALADINO�฀�฀#HE฀FAI�฀n฀$ISSE฀IL฀TESORIERE�฀�฀-ESSERE�฀ERRAVA฀n�฀฀
E฀VOLLE฀DANNARE฀IL฀SOPRA฀PI¢�฀฀!LLORA฀IL฀3ALADINO฀PARLÏ�฀�฀.ON฀DANNARE�฀SCRIVI฀
�CCCC�฀0ER฀MALA฀VENTURA฀SE฀UNA฀TUA฀PENNA฀SARÍ฀PI¢฀LARGA฀DI฀ME�

i7OE฀BETIDE฀YOUR฀PEN�฀IF฀IT฀IS฀MORE฀GENEROUS฀THAN฀MEw�฀SAYS฀3ALADIN฀IN฀THE฀฀
lNAL฀LINE�฀3INCE฀HIS฀TREASURER฀HAS฀WRITTEN฀i�CCC�w฀MARKS฀INSTEAD฀OF฀i�CC�w�฀
THEN฀REALIZING฀HIS฀MISTAKE฀AND฀STARTING฀TO฀EMEND฀�iDANNAREw	฀THE฀REGIS

TER�฀3ALADIN฀STOPS฀HIM฀AND฀ORDERS฀HIM฀TO฀ADD฀ANOTHER฀HUNDRED฀TO฀THE฀GIFT�฀

&INALLY�฀A฀CONSIDERABLE฀SERIES฀OF฀NUMERICAL฀ERRORS฀AND฀INNOVATIONS฀CAN฀
BE฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀,ANCILLOTTO�฀A฀4USCAN฀TRANSLATION฀OF฀THE฀&RENCH฀PROSE฀,ANCE

LOT฀SURVIVING฀IN฀A฀SINGLE฀MANUSCRIPT���฀(ERE฀ARE฀SOME฀EXAMPLES�฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀THE฀&RENCH฀TEXT�

��฀3EE฀IVI�฀P�฀����
��฀3EE฀)L฀.OVELLINO�฀ED�฀A฀CURA฀DI฀!�฀#ONTE�฀2OMA�฀3ALERNO฀%D��฀�����฀PP�฀��
���฀4HIS฀

PASSAGE฀IS฀DISCUSSED฀BY฀!�฀$�!GOSTINO�฀#APITOLI฀DI฀lLOLOGIA฀TESTUALE�฀4ESTI฀ITALIANI฀E฀ROMANZI�฀
3ECONDA฀EDIZIONE฀CORRETTA฀E฀ACCRESCIUTA�฀-ILANO�฀#5%-�฀�����฀P�฀����฀WHO฀EXPLAINS฀THIS฀
ERROR฀AS฀iAN฀INTERFERENCE฀OF฀THE฀ENDOPHASIC฀DISCOURSEw฀�THE฀TRANSLATION฀IS฀MINE	�

��฀)฀THANK฀,UCA฀#ADIOLI�฀WHO฀IS฀CURRENTLY฀EDITING฀THE฀TEXT�฀FOR฀DRAWING฀MY฀ATTENTION฀TO฀
A฀SIGNIlCANT฀SERIES฀OF฀PASSAGES฀INVOLVING฀NUMBERS�฀&OR฀FURTHER฀INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀THIS฀
UNEDITED฀VERSION�฀SEE฀,�฀#ADIOLI�฀i!฀.EW฀!RTHURIAN฀4EXT�฀THE฀4USCAN฀TRANSLATION฀OF฀THE฀
,ANCELOT฀EN฀PROSEw�฀*OURNAL฀OF฀THE฀)NTERNATIONAL฀!RTHURIAN฀3OCIETY�฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀��
���฀

#LAUDIO฀,AGOMARSINI



��

��	฀!LLORA฀ SE฀NE฀VA฀ L�UNO฀DELLI฀ SCUDIERI฀NEL฀ CHASTELLO฀ �&R��฀,ORS฀ S�EN฀VONT฀ �IIII�฀
ESCUIER฀EL฀CHASTEL	

��	฀%฀SÖ฀CE฀N�Í฀ELLI฀ONITE฀PIÂ฀DI฀SESSANTA฀�&R�฀�XL�	

��	฀3Ö฀FURONO฀STIMATI฀DA฀�LX�฀CHR฀;�CAVALIERI=฀�&R��฀SI฀FURENT฀ESM£฀DE฀�XL�฀CHEVALIERS	

��	฀���SÖ฀VO�฀DIRÏ฀CHOME฀I�฀VIDI฀GIÍ฀FARE฀UNA฀FESTA฀PER฀LIUI�฀OV�EGLI฀EBBE฀INSINO฀A฀
QUINDICI฀CHR฀;�CAVALIERI=฀�&R��฀JE฀VI฀JA฀FAIRE฀�)�฀QUESTE฀POR฀LUI฀OU฀IL฀OT฀DECI฀A฀�LXV�฀
CHEVALIERS	

!LL฀ THESE฀VARIANTS฀AND฀ERRORS฀�WHERE฀@ERROR�฀HERE฀MEANS฀A฀ LIKELY฀MIS

READING฀OF฀ THE฀ORIGINAL฀&RENCH฀ TEXT	฀ CAN฀BE฀ ASCRIBED�฀ �A	฀ TO฀ THE฀ �LOST	฀
&RENCH฀EXEMPLAR฀USED฀BY฀THE฀)TALIAN฀TRANSLATOR�฀�B	฀TO฀THE฀TRANSLATOR฀HIM

SELF�฀OR฀�C	฀TO฀THE฀SCRIBE฀WHO฀COPIED฀THE฀TRANSLATION฀IN฀THE฀EXTANT฀MANU

SCRIPT฀ IN฀ THE฀MID
FOURTEENTH฀CENTURY�฀2EGARDING฀ THE฀lRST฀ TYPE฀OF฀ERROR฀
�CONFUSION฀OF฀�IIII�฀฀!ND฀UN	�฀)฀CAN฀PROVIDE฀ANOTHER฀EXAMPLE�฀TAKEN฀FROM฀
THE฀2OMAN฀DE฀'UIRON�฀

฀�2OMAN฀DE฀'UIRON�฀,ATH�฀���	

)L฀REGARDENT฀AVANT฀E฀VOIENT฀ADONC฀VENIR฀TOUT฀LE฀CHEMIN฀QU�I฀ESTOIENT฀VENUZ฀DAVANT฀
UN฀CHEVALIER฀ARMEZ฀DE฀TOUTES฀ARMES฀QUI฀MENOIT฀EN฀SA฀COMPAGNIE฀UN฀ESCUIER���
�
UN฀CHEVALIER฀���฀COMPAGNIE฀,�฀,�฀6�=฀�IIII�฀CHEVALIERS฀ARM£S฀D�฀T�฀฀!��฀QUI฀MENOIENT฀EN฀LEUR฀
C�฀���฀6£R฀#฀���
฀!�


!S฀ FOR฀ THE฀ SECOND฀AND฀ THE฀ THIRD฀ SENTENCES฀OF฀ ;C���=�฀ THEY฀ SHOW฀ THE฀
VERY฀ COMMON฀ CONFUSION฀ BETWEEN฀ �LX�฀ ฀!ND฀ �XL���฀ )N฀ THE฀ LAST฀ EXAMPLE�฀
THE฀NUMBER฀FROM฀THE฀&RENCH฀TEXT฀��LXV�	฀HAS฀BEEN฀TRANSLATED฀AS฀QUINDICI฀
�THAT฀IS�฀�XV��฀WITH฀THE฀LOSS฀OF฀THE฀lRST฀lGURE	�

��฀!NOTHER฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀ THIS฀KIND฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀ IN฀THE฀APPARATUS฀OF฀;C���=�฀4HE฀SAME฀
INVERSION฀IN฀EPIC฀MANUSCRIPT฀TRADITIONS฀�WITH฀A฀LIST฀OF฀OTHER฀NUMBER฀VARIANTS	฀IS฀RECORDED฀
BY฀-�฀#ARERI
0�฀2INOLDI�฀i#OPISTI฀E฀VARIANTI�฀CODICI฀GEMELLI฀NELLA฀TRADIZIONE฀MANOSCRITTA฀
DELLA฀h'ESTE฀DE฀'UILLAUME฀D�/RANGEv฀E฀DELLA฀h'ESTE฀DES฀,OHERAINSvw�฀#RITICA฀DEL฀4ESTO�฀฀
�฀�฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀��
����
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�฀&ACTORS฀AT฀PLAY฀IN฀THE฀COPYING฀OF฀NUMERALS

����฀#OGNITIVE฀AND฀LINGUISTIC฀FACTORS

4HE฀BRANCH฀OF฀COGNITIVE฀SCIENCE฀THAT฀STUDIES฀THE฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀NUMBERS฀
BY฀THE฀HUMAN฀BRAIN�฀REFERRED฀TO฀AS฀@NUMERICAL฀COGNITION��฀INVOLVES฀ABOVE฀
ALL฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀@NUMEROSITY��฀THE฀ABILITY฀TO฀PERCEIVE฀n฀AND฀COMPETENCE฀
IN฀PERCEIVING฀n฀DISCRETE฀QUANTITIES���฀#OGNITIVE฀PSYCHOLOGISTS฀MAINLY฀
STUDY฀CHILDREN฀OR฀ADULTS฀AFFECTED฀BY฀DYSCALCULIA�฀DYSLEXIA฀AND฀SIMILAR฀DYS

FUNCTIONS�฀"OTH฀THE฀SCIENTIlC฀APPROACH฀AND฀ITS฀EXPECTED฀OUTPUT฀ARE฀OBVI

OUSLY฀FOCUSED฀ON฀UNDERSTANDING฀AND฀TAKING฀CARE฀OF฀PATIENTS�฀)T฀IS฀NATURAL฀
THAT฀THIS฀PERSPECTIVE�฀WHEN฀COMPARED฀TO฀THE฀QUESTIONS฀THAT฀AFFECT฀PHILOL

OGY�฀IS฀RATHER฀DIFFERENT฀FROM฀OURS�฀"UT฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀THEORETICAL฀lNDINGS฀OF฀
COGNITIVE฀SCIENCE฀ARE฀ALSO฀IMPORTANT฀FOR฀STUDYING฀NUMERICAL฀VARIATION฀IN฀
TEXTUAL฀TRANSMISSION�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀(EIKE฀7IESE฀OBSERVES฀THAT฀NUMERICAL฀
WORDS฀iDO฀NOT฀REFER฀TO฀NUMBERS�฀THEY฀SERVE฀AS฀NUMBERSw���฀A฀REMARK฀THAT฀
IS฀PARTICULARLY฀IMPORTANT฀FOR฀NEGOTIATING฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀OBSTACLES฀THAT฀WE฀MET฀
WHEN฀APPROACHING฀THE฀CORPUS฀�SEE฀e�	�

!NOTHER฀OBSERVATION฀CONCERNS฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀-EDIEVAL฀2OMANCE฀TEXTS฀
�INCLUDING�฀GROSSO฀MODO�฀THE฀WHOLE฀OF฀THE฀FOURTEENTH฀AND฀PART฀OF฀THE฀lF

TEENTH฀CENTURY	฀USED฀2OMAN฀lGURES฀�I�E�฀,ATIN฀CHARACTERS฀WITH฀NUMER

ICAL฀VALUE	฀TO฀REPRESENT฀NUMBERS�฀)N฀THE฀PROCESS฀OF฀WRITING�฀READING฀AND฀
COPYING�฀AUTHORS�฀ READERS฀AND฀SCRIBES฀WERE฀OF฀COURSE฀PERFECTLY฀AWARE฀
THAT฀SOME฀LETTERS฀FORMED฀WORDS�฀WITH฀THEIR฀PARTICULAR฀PHONETIC฀PERFOR

MANCE�฀WHILE฀OTHER฀LETTERS฀�MARKED฀BY฀PUNCTUATION	฀REPRESENTED฀NUM

BERS�฀WITH฀A฀CONVENTIONAL฀AND฀ARBITRARY฀PHONETIC฀OUTPUT�฀3OMETIMES฀
THIS฀FEATURE฀n฀THE฀INTRINSIC฀AMBIGUITY฀BETWEEN฀2OMAN฀NUMERALS฀AND฀LET

TERS฀n฀WAS฀EXPLOITED฀BY฀-EDIEVAL฀AUTHORS฀ IN฀AN฀EXPRESSIVE฀WAY�฀2ECALL�฀
FOR฀INSTANCE�฀THE฀FAMOUS฀LINES฀OF฀THE฀$IVINE฀#OMEDY฀�0URGATORIO฀XXXIII�฀
��
��	�฀WHERE฀$ANTE฀REFERS฀TO฀A฀NAMELESS฀CHARACTER�฀ENIGMATICALLY฀CALLED฀
iUN฀CINQUECENTO฀DIECE฀E฀CINQUE�฀�฀MESSO฀DI฀$IOw฀�hA฀lVE฀HUNDRED�฀TEN฀
AND฀lVE�฀MESSENGER฀OF฀'ODv	�฀-OST฀CRITICS฀AGREE฀THAT฀THIS฀LINE฀IS฀TO฀BE฀

��฀3EE฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE฀2�3�฀3IEGLER
*�%�฀/PFER�฀i4HE฀DEVELOPMENT฀OF฀NUMERICAL฀ESTIMA

TION�฀%VIDENCE฀ FOR฀MULTIPLE฀ REPRESENTATIONS฀OF฀NUMERICAL฀QUANTITYw�฀0SYCHOLOGICAL฀3CI

ENCE�฀��฀�����	�฀PP�฀���
���฀-�฀:ORZI
)�฀3TOIANOV
#�฀5MILTÍ�฀i#OMPUTATIONAL฀MODELING฀
OF฀NUMERICAL฀COGNITIONw�฀(ANDBOOK฀OF฀MATHEMATICAL฀COGNITION�฀ED�฀BY฀*�฀#AMPBELL�฀.EW฀
9ORK�฀0SYCHOLOGY฀0RESS�฀�����฀PP�฀��
���

��฀(�฀7IESE�฀.UMBERS�฀,ANGUAGE�฀AND฀THE฀(UMAN฀-IND�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NI

VERSITY฀0RESS�฀�����฀P�฀��฀SEE฀ALSO฀PP�฀��
���
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EXPLAINED฀AS฀A฀NUMERICAL�ALPHABETICAL฀ANAGRAM�฀NUMBER฀����฀WRITTEN฀
iDXVw฀IN฀2OMAN฀NUMERALS�฀SHOULD฀BE฀READ฀AS฀iDVXw�฀,ATIN฀FOR฀@LEADER��฀

4HE฀INTERFERENCE฀BETWEEN฀THESE฀TWO฀SYSTEMS฀�ALPHABETICAL฀AND฀NUMER

ICAL	฀CAN฀BE฀OBSERVED฀IN฀STRIKING฀CASES฀OF฀MISTAKES฀THAT฀AFFECT฀BOTH฀ANCIENT฀
SCRIBES฀AND฀MODERN฀READERS�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀IN฀A฀MANUSCRIPT฀OF฀"ERNAT฀
-ETGE�S฀,O฀SOMNI�฀WE฀lND฀A฀MYSTERIOUS฀h9LIXv�฀THE฀SON฀OF฀$ANAUS�฀i)PÏLIT�฀
!GAMENON฀E฀9LIX�฀lLL฀DE฀$ANAUSw�฀)N฀THIS฀PASSAGE฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀READING฀IS฀
SUPPOSED฀TO฀BE฀iE฀�XLIX�฀lLLS฀DE฀$ANAUSw���฀

)N฀3EPTEMBER฀�����฀THE฀INTERNATIONAL฀PRESS฀WIDELY฀REPORTED฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀
AN฀)NDIAN฀NEWSREADER฀WHO฀WAS฀SACKED฀AFTER฀MISTAKING฀THE฀#HINESE฀PRES

IDENT�S฀NAME�฀8I฀*INPING�฀FOR฀THE฀2OMAN฀NUMERAL฀XI�฀REFERRING฀TO฀HIM฀AS฀
i%LEVEN฀*INPINGw฀LIVE฀ON฀AIR���

)N฀MOST฀LANGUAGES฀WITH฀A฀WRITTEN฀FORM�฀THE฀SUB
SYSTEM฀DEDICATED฀TO฀
NUMERALS฀IS฀MINIMALLY฀@TRANSPARENT�฀�THAT฀IS�฀IT฀IS฀MOSTLY฀CONVENTIONAL	�฀
WHEN฀NUMERALS฀ARE฀EXPRESSED฀BY฀SYMBOLS�฀4HE฀EQUIVALENCE฀BETWEEN฀A฀
SIGN฀�SYMBOL	฀AND฀ITS฀SPOKEN฀PERFORMANCE฀IS฀TOTALLY฀ARBITRARY฀AND฀DOES฀
NOT฀DEPEND฀ON฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀THE฀SINGLE฀SIGN฀BUT฀ON฀ITS฀POSITION฀IN฀RELA

TION฀TO฀OTHER฀ADJACENT฀SIGNS�฀BOTH฀IN฀POSITIONAL฀SYSTEMS฀OF฀NUMERATION฀
�(INDU
!RABIC฀NUMBERS	฀AND฀IN฀ADDITIVE฀ONES฀�2OMAN฀NUMERALS	�

%XPERIMENTS฀WITH฀SCHOOL
AGE฀CHILDREN฀HAVE฀SHOWN฀THAT฀LONGER฀SERIES฀
OF฀SYMBOLS฀CAUSE฀AN฀INCREASE฀IN฀THE฀FREQUENCY฀OF฀ERRORS฀IN฀DICTATION�฀IN฀฀
READING฀ALOUD�฀ AND฀ IN฀ SILENT฀ TRANSCRIPTION฀OF฀NUMBERS�฀ AS฀WELL฀ AS฀ AN฀
INCREASE฀IN฀THE฀FREQUENCY฀OF฀GLANCES฀TOWARDS฀THE฀SHEET฀�I�E�฀THE฀EXEM

PLAR	฀CONTAINING฀THE฀WRITTEN฀NUMBERS฀TO฀BE฀TRANSCRIBED฀OR฀READ฀ALOUD���฀
5NFAMILIAR฀SERIES฀OF฀lGURES฀CONSISTENTLY฀RESULT฀IN฀A฀HIGH฀@COGNITIVE฀COST�฀
FOR฀SELF
REPETITION฀AND฀SELF
DICTATION���฀

'IVEN฀THESE฀PREMISES�฀WE฀CAN฀ARGUE฀THAT฀-EDIEVAL฀SCRIBES฀WOULD฀ALSO฀
HAVE฀EXPERIENCED฀@PERFORMANCE฀BREAKDOWNS�฀IN฀NORMAL฀COGNITION�฀ESPE

CIALLY฀WHEN฀COPYING฀COMPLEX฀NUMBERS฀WITHIN฀A฀VERBAL฀CONTEXT���

��฀3EE฀&�฀2ICO�฀0RIMERA฀CUARANTENA฀Y฀TRATADO฀GENERAL฀DE฀LITERATURA�฀"ARCELONA�฀%L฀&EST¤N฀
DE฀%SOPO�฀�����฀P�฀����฀

��฀3EE฀http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-29274792�
��฀&�฀"AGARD
2�฀#HARLOT�฀,A฀COPIE฀DE฀NOMBRES฀COMME฀M£THODE฀D�£VALUATION฀DES฀DIFlCUL


T£S฀DE฀TRANSCODAGE�฀/BSERVATIONS฀AUPRÞS฀D�ENFANTS฀TOUT
VENANT฀ET฀D�ENFANTS฀DYSLEXIQUES฀EN฀
D£BUT฀DE฀#% �฀EN฀COURS฀D�APPRENTISSAGE฀DE฀LA฀NUM£ROTATION฀£CRITE�฀-£MOIRE฀DE฀MA¦TRISE�฀
5NIVERSIT£฀#LAUDE฀"ERNARD฀,YON
��฀�����

��฀)VI�฀P�฀���
��฀#OGNITIVE฀EXPERIMENTS฀ABOUT฀TYPOS฀HAVE฀RECENTLY฀BEEN฀PERFORMED฀BY฀Ü�฀+ALFAO LU


4�฀3TAFFORD�฀i0ERFORMANCE฀BREAKDOWN฀EFFECTS฀DISSOCIATE฀FROM฀ERROR฀DETECTION฀EFFECTS฀IN฀
TYPINGw�฀4HE฀1UARTERLY฀*OURNAL฀OF฀%XPERIMENTAL฀0SYCHOLOGY�฀��฀�฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀���
���
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����฀0SYCHOANALYTIC฀FACTORS฀

)N฀HIS฀RENOWNED฀0SYCHOPATHOLOGY฀OF฀%VERYDAY฀,IFE�฀3IGMUND฀&REUD฀DIS

CUSSES฀A฀SLIP฀IN฀READING฀THAT฀INVOLVES฀THE฀DATING฀OF฀A฀TEXT���฀)N฀THE฀NINE

TEENTH
CENTURY฀COPY฀OF฀THE฀MAIN฀MANUSCRIPT฀OF฀A฀-IDDLE฀(IGH฀'ERMAN฀
"OOK฀OF฀-ARTYRS฀�KNOWN฀AS฀MS�฀#	�฀ONE฀CAN฀READ฀A฀COLOPHON฀SIGNED฀BY฀
i(ARTMANU;S=฀DE฀+RASNAw�฀WHICH฀DATES฀THE฀MODERN฀MANUSCRIPT฀TO฀����฀
�i!NNO฀$OMINI฀MDCCCLw	�฀*OSEPH฀(AUPT�฀A฀SCHOLAR฀WHO฀STUDIED฀THE฀
"OOK฀OF฀-ARTYRS�฀BELIEVED฀THIS฀DATE฀TO฀BE฀A฀MISTAKE฀BY฀THE฀MODERN฀SCRIBE�฀฀
THUS฀DATING฀MS�฀#฀BACK฀TO฀�����฀ ฀!฀LATER฀SCHOLAR�฀-�฀%IBENSCHÓTZ�฀VERI
฀
lED฀THAT฀NO฀COLOPHON฀WAS฀WRITTEN฀IN฀MS�฀#฀BY฀THE฀MEDIEVAL฀SCRIBE�฀4HE฀
ADDITION฀IN฀THE฀MODERN฀COPY฀WAS฀TO฀BE฀ATTRIBUTED฀TO฀(ARTMAN฀:EIBIG฀
�BORN฀IN฀+RASNA	�฀CHOIRMASTER฀AND฀TREASURER฀OF฀+LOSTERNEUBURG฀�WHERE฀฀
MS�฀#฀WAS฀CONSERVED	฀DURING฀THE฀NINETEENTH฀CENTURY�฀0RESUMABLY�฀(AUPT�S฀
WISH฀TO฀DATE฀THE฀MEDIEVAL฀MODEL฀PRECISELY฀n฀A฀DIFlCULT฀OPERATION�฀WHEN฀
NO฀COLOPHON฀IS฀GIVEN฀n฀INTRODUCED฀A฀NUMERICAL฀INNOVATION฀INTO฀THE฀SCHOL

ARLY฀TRADITION�฀4HE฀PRESUMPTION฀OF฀CORRECTING฀A฀READING฀THAT฀SEEMS฀TO฀BE฀
ERRONEOUS�฀BIZARRE�฀ILLOGICAL฀OR฀INCONSISTENT฀CAN฀BE฀THE฀REASON฀FOR฀MANY฀
VARIANTS฀n฀AND฀ FOR฀MANY฀PHILOLOGICAL฀MISINTERPRETATIONS฀n฀CONCERNING฀
NUMBERS�฀AND฀WORDS฀AS฀WELL�฀

����฀0RAGMATIC฀FACTORS

7E฀HAVE฀SEEN฀ABOVE฀THAT�฀ IN฀-EDIEVAL฀TEXTS฀�AND฀ESPECIALLY฀ IN฀EPICS	�฀
THE฀NUMBER฀lFTEEN฀IS฀RATHER฀FREQUENT฀BOTH฀AS฀A฀COMMON฀VARIANT฀AND฀AS฀
AN฀OSTENSIBLE฀ERROR฀�CFR�฀C����฀C���฀AND฀C���	�฀"UT฀WHEN฀IT฀COMES฀TO฀LISTS฀
�FOR฀INSTANCE฀WHEN฀lFTEEN฀KNIGHTS฀ARE฀ANNOUNCED�฀AND฀THEN฀TURN฀OUT฀
TO฀NUMBER฀FOURTEEN฀OR฀SIXTEEN	�฀IS฀lFTEEN฀TO฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀AN฀EFFECTIVE฀
SCRIBAL฀MISTAKE�฀/R฀IS฀lFTEEN฀TO฀BE฀INTERPRETED฀AS฀@A฀CERTAIN฀NUMBER฀OF ��฀
0RAGMATICS฀TEACHES฀US฀THAT฀NUMBERS฀CAN฀BE฀USED฀BOTH฀AS฀CARDINAL฀AND฀AS฀
VAGUE฀QUANTITIES���฀)F฀SOMEONE฀SAYS฀THAT฀HE฀HAS฀ALREADY฀TOLD฀US฀ONE฀THOU

SAND฀ TIMES฀NOT฀ TO฀DO฀A฀CERTAIN฀ THING�฀ THIS฀PERSON฀DOES฀NOT�฀OF฀COURSE�฀
MEAN฀TO฀ INVOKE฀ THE฀CARDINAL�DISCRETE฀QUANTITY฀@������฀3UCH฀ IDIOMATIC฀
EXPRESSIONS฀CONCERNING฀NUMBERS฀ARE฀OFTEN฀UNTRANSLATABLE�฀)TALIAN฀DOES฀

��฀3�฀&REUD�฀:UR฀0SYCHOPATHOLOGIE฀DES฀!LLTAGSLEBENS�฀âBER฀6ERGESSEN�฀6ERSPRECHEN�฀6ER

GREIFEN�฀!BERGLAUBE฀UND฀)RRTUM�฀"ERLIN�฀3�฀+ARGER฀6ERLAG�฀�����฀;����=�฀PP�฀��
���

��฀ 4HIS฀ FEATURE฀ OF฀ LANGUAGE฀ IS฀ ALSO฀ EVIDENT฀ IN฀ NOUNS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀@DOZEN�฀ �SET฀ OF฀ ABOUT฀
TWELVE	�฀THAT฀ARE฀MORE฀OR฀LESS฀RICH฀IN฀DIFFERENT฀LANGUAGES฀�%NGLISH฀DOES฀NOT฀HAVE฀A฀NOUN฀
FOR฀THE฀&RENCH฀QUINZAINE�฀DIZAINE�฀TRENTAINE�฀ETC�	�
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NOT฀HAVE฀AN฀EXPRESSION฀FOR฀@TO฀HAVE฀FORTY฀WINKS��฀WHILST฀%NGLISH฀CANNOT฀
DIRECTLY฀TRANSLATE฀THE฀)TALIAN฀EXPRESSION฀@FARE฀QUATTRO฀CHIACCHIERE�฀�LITER

ALLY฀@TO฀HAVE฀FOUR฀CHATS��฀I�E�฀TO฀SHOOT฀THE฀BREEZE	�฀฀!S฀FOR฀THE฀NUMBER฀lF

TEEN฀IN฀-EDIEVAL฀&RENCH�฀WE฀CAN฀OBSERVE฀THAT฀IT฀APPEARS฀IN฀SEVERAL฀LITER

ARY฀TITLES฀INVOLVING฀LISTS�฀,ES฀QUINZE฀JOIES฀DE฀MARIAGE�฀,ES฀QUINZE฀SIGNES฀DU฀
*UGEMENT฀DERNIER�฀,ES฀QUINZE฀ JOIES฀.OSTRE฀$AME���฀/F฀COURSE�฀ THESE฀ IDI

OMATIC฀ACCEPTATIONS฀ARE฀SUBJECT฀TO฀DIACHRONICAL฀CHANGES฀AND฀LOSSES�฀SO฀
THAT�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀THE฀NUMBER฀lFTEEN฀IS฀NOT฀USED฀AS฀A฀VAGUE฀QUANTITY฀IN฀
MODERN฀&RENCH฀�WHICH฀ IS฀ THE฀CASE�฀ON฀ THE฀CONTRARY�฀WITH฀ THE฀NUMBER฀
TWELVE�฀AND฀ ITS฀ CORRESPONDING฀NOUN฀DOUZAINE�฀@DOZEN�	�฀ THE฀ SAME฀PHE

NOMENON฀CAN฀BE฀OBSERVED฀WITH฀THE฀NUMBER฀THIRTY�฀WHICH฀MODERN฀)TAL

IAN฀GENERALLY฀USES฀AS฀A฀DISCRETE฀QUANTITY�฀WHILE฀AN฀ACCEPTATION฀OF฀INDE

TERMINATENESS฀COULD฀PERHAPS฀BE฀ASSIGNED฀TO฀IT฀DURING฀THE฀-IDDLE฀!GES���฀

����฀0ALAEOGRAPHICAL฀AND฀PHILOLOGICAL฀FACTORS

-OST฀OF฀THE฀NUMERICAL฀VARIANTS�฀INNOVATIONS฀AND฀ERRORS฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀
OBSERVED฀IN฀OUR฀CORPUS฀SEEM฀TO฀FALL฀INTO฀THE฀LARGE฀AND฀FAMILIAR฀CATEGORY฀
OF฀PALAEOGRAPHICAL฀ERRORS�฀WHICH฀ALSO฀CORRUPT฀COMMON฀@VERBAL�฀READINGS�฀
&OR฀INSTANCE�฀;C��=฀COULD฀BE฀EXPLAINED฀AS฀A฀PEDESTRIAN฀@VISUAL�฀MISUNDER

STANDING฀OF฀THE฀NUMBER฀�C��฀WHICH฀A฀FAMILY฀OF฀MANUSCRIPTS฀HAS฀MISREAD฀
AS฀AN฀�L��฀WITHOUT฀REALIZING฀THAT฀SUCH฀A฀NUMERAL฀WOULD฀BE฀UNSATISFACTORY฀
IN฀THAT฀PARTICULAR฀CONTEXT�฀ANOTHER฀CASE฀OF฀CONFUSION฀BETWEEN฀ROMAN฀
NUMERALS฀AND฀ALPHABETICAL฀LETTERS฀�INVOLVING฀AN฀ABBREVIATION	฀HAS฀BEEN฀
POINTED฀OUT฀FOR฀;C��=�฀3IMILARLY�฀IN฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀;C���=฀�THE฀lRST฀SENTENCE	฀
AND฀;C���=�฀THE฀GRAPHIC฀STRING฀ �IIII�฀HAS฀BEEN฀MISREAD฀AS฀THE฀PRONOUN฀
OR฀ INDElNITE฀ARTICLE฀UN�฀ THE฀WRITTEN฀ FORM฀OF฀WHICH�฀ IN฀ LITTERA฀ TEXTUALIS�฀
IS฀VERY฀NEAR฀ TO฀A฀ SEQUENCE฀OF฀ FOUR฀VERTICAL฀BARS�฀0ASSING฀ TO฀ ;C���=�฀ THE฀
ERROR฀ �V�฀ FOR฀ �II�฀PROBABLY฀DEPENDS฀ON฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀LAST฀VERTICAL฀BAR฀
IN฀THE฀NUMBERS฀�II��฀�III�฀AND฀�IIII�฀WAS฀USUALLY฀WRITTEN฀AS฀A฀�J�฀BY฀-EDI

EVAL฀ SCRIBES�฀ SO฀ THAT฀ THE฀CURVE฀OF฀ �IJ�฀PROBABLY฀CAUSED฀A฀ LATER฀ SCRIBE฀ TO฀
MISREAD฀THAT฀SEQUENCE฀AS฀THE฀NUMBER฀�V�฀/THER฀PHENOMENA฀OBSERVED฀IN฀
OUR฀CORPUS฀CAN฀BE฀CLASSIlED฀ACCORDING฀TO฀CATEGORIES฀COMMONLY฀USED฀TO฀

��฀7�7�฀(EIST�฀i&OUR฀/LD฀&RENCH฀VERSIONS฀OF฀THE฀h&IFTEEN฀3IGNS฀"EFORE฀THE฀*UDGEMENTvw�฀฀
-EDIAEVAL฀3TUDIES�฀��฀�����	�฀PP�฀���
���฀!�฀DE฀LA฀3ALE�฀,ES฀QUINZE฀JOYES฀DE฀MARIAGE�฀£D�฀PAR฀
&�฀4ULOU�฀0ARIS�฀#LASSIQUES฀'ARNIER�฀�����฀#HRISTINE฀DE฀0IZAN�฀,ES฀XV฀JOYES฀NOSTRE฀$AME฀
RIMEES�฀£D�฀PAR฀*�
&�฀+OSTA
4H£FAINE�฀#LERMONT
&ERRAND�฀0ALEO�฀�����

��฀#ONCERNING฀THIS฀ASPECT�฀SEE฀2�฀-ANETTI�฀i$ALL�EDIZIONE฀DI฀&RANCESCO฀DI฀6ANNOZZO฀
�CON฀UNA฀POSTILLA฀SU฀TRENTA฀COME฀NUMERO฀INDETERMINATO	w�฀3TUDI฀DI฀lLOLOGIA฀ITALIANA�฀��฀
�����	�฀PP�฀��
���฀
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DESCRIBE฀VERBAL฀ERRORS���฀THIS฀IS฀THE฀CASE฀WITH฀INVERSIONS฀OF฀lGURES฀�;C���=�฀
VARIANT฀READING฀OF฀"E฀#�฀;C���=�฀SECOND฀SENTENCE	�฀OMISSIONS฀OR฀HAPLOG

RAPHIES฀�C���	�฀AND฀REDUPLICATIONS฀OR฀DITTOGRAPHIES฀�C���	�฀

7HY฀ARE฀NUMERICAL฀INCONSISTENCIES฀SO฀FREQUENT�฀&ROM฀A฀PHILOLOGICAL฀
PERSPECTIVE�฀WE฀COULD฀ANSWER฀THAT฀THEY฀APPEAR฀MORE฀FREQUENT฀BECAUSE฀THEY฀฀
ARE฀LESS฀EVIDENT฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT�฀AND฀THUS฀LESS฀AMENDABLE฀BY฀SCRIBES฀THEM

SELVES�฀)F฀A฀lRST฀SCRIBE฀WROTE฀A฀SENTENCE฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀FOLLOWING�฀i4HE฀LADY฀
OF฀-ALOHAUT฀HAD฀A฀BOLY฀GUARD฀OF฀��฀KNIGHTSw�฀ IT฀WOULD฀HAVE฀BEEN฀EASY฀
FOR฀A฀LATER฀SCRIBE�฀COPYING฀THAT฀ERRONEOUS฀EXEMPLAR�฀TO฀CORRECT฀THE฀SENSE

LESS฀WORD฀BOLY฀ INTO฀BODY�฀ ฀!S฀ FOR฀ THE฀NUMBER฀��฀ �ASSUMING฀ THAT฀ IT฀WAS฀
NOT฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀READING	�฀IT฀DOES฀NOT฀REPRESENT฀AN฀ERROR฀IN฀ITSELF฀�ONLY฀A฀
MINORITY฀OF฀NUMBERS฀ARE฀MANIFESTLY฀WRONG	��฀AND฀ONLY฀AN฀EVIDENT฀CON

TRADICTION฀COULD฀SHOW฀ITS฀CONTINGENT฀WRONGNESS�฀/N฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀
MANY฀SEQUENCES฀OF฀ALPHABETICAL฀CHARACTERS฀ARE฀CLEARLY฀UNGRAMMATICAL฀
AND฀SENSELESS฀IN฀THEMSELVES฀OR฀IN฀A฀CLOSE
RANGE฀CONTEXT฀�ONE฀OR฀TWO฀SEN

TENCES	�฀4HAT฀SEEMS฀TO฀BE฀THE฀REASON฀WHY฀A฀MAJOR฀AND฀SYSTEMATIC฀CHANGE฀
THAT฀ IMPLIES฀ FURTHER฀ INCONSISTENCIES�฀SUCH฀AS฀ THE฀VARIATION฀OF฀��฀VS�฀��฀
OBSERVED฀ABOVE฀�CFR�฀;C��
C��=	�฀HAS฀BEEN฀@CORRECTED�฀OR฀@NORMALISED�฀ONLY฀
BY฀A฀FEW฀ATTENTIVE฀LATER฀SCRIBES฀WHO฀DETECTED฀A฀CONTRADICTION฀IN฀THE฀WIDER฀
CONTEXT�฀0ERHAPS�฀IN฀MOST฀COPIES�฀NUMERICAL฀INCONSISTENCIES฀WERE฀MAIN

TAINED฀JUST฀BECAUSE฀SCRIBES฀WERE฀NOT฀ABLE฀TO฀DETECT฀AND฀AMEND฀THEM�฀

�฀#ONCLUSIONS

)N฀THE฀PARAGRAPHS฀ABOVE฀WE฀HAVE฀ANALYSED฀A฀REPRESENTATIVE฀SET฀OF฀VARI

ANTS฀AND฀ERRORS฀ CONCERNING฀ THE฀ TRANSMISSION฀OF฀NUMBERS฀ IN฀-EDIEVAL฀
2OMANCE฀MANUSCRIPT฀TRADITIONS�฀3OME฀GENERAL฀AND฀PROVISIONAL฀CONCLU

SIONS฀CAN฀BE฀MADE฀HERE�฀

.UMBERS฀SEEM฀TO฀REPRESENT฀A฀DYNAMIC฀FACTOR�฀THAT฀IS�฀AN฀ELEMENT฀OF฀
DISTURBANCE�฀DURING฀THE฀PROCESS฀OF฀READING฀AND฀COPYING฀TEXTS�฀)N฀SOME฀
CASES฀IT฀IS฀REASONABLE฀TO฀SUPPOSE฀THAT฀THEY฀REPRESENTED฀A฀PROBLEM฀FOR฀
AUTHORS฀THEMSELVES�฀WHO฀COULD฀FALL฀INTO฀CONTRADICTIONS฀WHEN฀A฀NUMBER฀
REFERRED฀TO฀AN฀ELEMENT฀OF฀THE฀STORY฀THAT฀OCCURRED฀IN฀DISTANT฀SECTIONS฀OF฀
THEIR฀TEXTS฀AND฀NARRATIVES�฀#ONFRONTED฀WITH฀MANIFEST฀ INCONSISTENCIES�฀

��฀3EE฀NOTE฀�฀ABOVE�
��฀4HIS฀APPLIES฀ABOVE฀ALL฀ TO฀ADDITIVE฀NUMERICAL฀ SYSTEMS�฀&OR฀ INSTANCE�฀ THE฀SEQUENCE฀

�VX�฀WOULD฀BE฀WRONG฀IN฀THE฀STANDARD฀2OMAN฀NUMERICAL฀SYSTEM�฀AND฀IN฀SUCH฀A฀CASE฀A฀LATER฀
SCRIBE฀COULD฀ARGUE฀THAT฀IT฀WAS฀AN฀INVERSION฀OF฀�XV�฀
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SOME฀SCRIBES฀MIGHT฀REACT฀BY฀TRYING฀TO฀NORMALISE฀THE฀CONTRADICTIONS�฀BUT฀
THESE฀CORRECTIVE฀OPERATIONS฀COULD฀ALSO฀GENERATE฀FURTHER฀INCONSISTENCIES�฀
&ROM฀A฀STRICTLY฀PHILOLOGICAL฀PERSPECTIVE�฀MOST฀CASES฀OF฀NUMBER฀ERRORS฀
SHOULD฀BE฀TREATED฀AS฀POLYGENETIC฀VARIANTS�฀NOT฀TO฀BE฀USED฀AS฀SIGNIlCANT฀
ELEMENTS฀TO฀STRUCTURE฀�OR฀TO฀DESTABILIZE	฀GENETIC฀HYPOTHESIS฀ABOUT฀MAN

USCRIPT฀TRANSMISSION�

3OME฀PHENOMENA฀RELATED฀TO฀THE฀SCRIBAL฀COPYING฀OF฀NUMBERS฀CAN฀BE฀
CLASSIlED฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀CATEGORIES฀ALREADY฀ESTABLISHED฀BY฀PHILOLOGICAL฀
TRADITION�฀SLIPS฀OF฀THE฀PEN฀SUCH฀AS฀HAPLOGRAPHIES�฀DITTOGRAPHIES�฀ INVER

SIONS฀OF฀ADJACENT฀SIGNS�฀/THER฀PHENOMENA฀ARE฀SPECIlC฀TO฀NUMBERS฀AND฀
IN฀MOST฀CASES฀SEEM฀TO฀INVOLVE฀THE฀FACT฀THAT�฀IN฀-EDIEVAL฀MANUSCRIPTS�฀
NUMBERS฀WERE฀WRITTEN฀AS฀ LETTERS�฀ THAT฀ IS฀USING฀ THE฀ADDITIVE฀ SYSTEM฀OF฀
2OMAN฀NUMERALS�฀7ITH฀REGARD฀TO฀THESE฀LATTER฀PHENOMENA�฀THERE฀SEEMS฀
TO฀BE฀A฀SIGNIlCANT฀FACTOR฀IN฀PLAY฀IN฀THE฀COGNITIVE฀SPHERE�฀THE฀AMBIGUITY฀
BETWEEN฀SEQUENCES฀OF฀LETTERS฀TO฀BE฀READ�฀SELF
DICTATED�฀COPIED฀AND฀INTER

PRETED฀AS฀WORDS�฀AND฀SEQUENCES฀OF฀OTHER฀LETTERS�฀TO฀BE฀READ�฀SELF
DICTATED�฀
COPIED฀AND฀INTERPRETED฀AS฀NUMBERS�฀IS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀AT฀THE฀ORIGIN฀OF฀MOST฀
DISTURBANCES฀IN฀THE฀COPYING฀PROCESS�฀

/THER฀FACTORS฀COULD฀BE฀IN฀PLAY฀SIMULTANEOUSLY�฀THEIR฀INmUENCE฀WOULD฀
CONTRIBUTE฀TO฀THE฀@PERFORMANCE฀BREAKDOWN�฀OF฀COGNITION฀JUST฀DISCUSSED�฀
3OME฀CASES฀OBSERVED฀IN฀OUR฀CORPUS฀ARE฀LIKELY฀TO฀HAVE฀TO฀DO฀WITH฀A฀MAJOR฀
PRAGMATIC฀ASPECT฀OF฀LANGUAGE�฀THE฀AMBIGUITY฀BETWEEN฀NUMBERS฀USED฀TO฀
REPRESENT฀CARDINAL฀VERSUS฀VAGUE฀QUANTITIES�฀/THER฀SCRIBAL฀�OR฀PHILOLOG

ICAL	฀ INTERVENTIONS฀ON฀ORIGINAL฀READINGS฀CAN฀BE฀EXPLAINED฀AS฀CONSCIOUS฀
OR฀UNCONSCIOUS฀ATTEMPTS฀TO฀NORMALISE฀AN฀APPARENT฀NUMERICAL฀INCONSIS

TENCY฀�OR฀AN฀OSTENSIBLE฀CALCULATION฀ERROR	�฀THUS฀LEADING฀TO฀THE฀AMENDA

TION฀OF฀THE฀READING฀TRANSMITTED฀BY฀THE฀EXEMPLAR�฀

!S฀IN฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀@VERBAL�฀VARIANTS฀AND฀ERRORS�฀IT฀DOES฀NOT฀SEEM฀REASON

ABLE฀ TO฀OFFER฀A฀UNIQUE฀GENERAL฀ REASON฀ FOR฀ THE฀MULTIFACETED฀ SET฀OF฀PHE

NOMENA฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀JUST฀STARTED฀TO฀ANALYSE�฀)T฀IS฀PROBABLE฀THAT฀A฀DEEPER฀
INTERACTION฀BETWEEN฀PHILOLOGY฀AND฀COGNITIVE฀SCIENCE��฀WILL฀DISCLOSE฀MORE฀
SOPHISTICATED฀EXPLANATIONS฀FOR฀THIS฀SPECIlC฀PROBLEM฀OF฀THE฀TRANSMISSION฀
OF฀TEXTS฀THROUGH฀TIME�

��฀7ITH฀REGARD฀TO฀THIS฀INTERDISCIPLINARY฀APPROACH�฀)฀WOULD฀LIKE฀DRAW฀ATTENTION฀TO฀THE฀
EXISTENCE฀OF฀ THE฀OPEN
ACCESS฀ JOURNAL฀#OGNITIVE฀0HILOLOGY฀ �http://ojs.uniroma1.it/index.
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