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!NTEROOM฀�฀0ROLOGUE฀�฀0RELUDE฀�฀0REWORD

3OME฀YEARS฀AGO�฀*AMES฀-AYNARD�฀THEN฀ASSOCIATE฀CURATOR฀OF฀THE฀0OETRY฀
AND฀2ARE฀"OOKS฀#OLLECTION฀AT฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀AT฀"UFFALO฀,IBRARY�฀GATHERED฀
TOGETHER฀IN฀AN฀AFTERNOON฀COLLOQUIUM฀A฀GROUP฀OF฀ARCHIVISTS�฀CATALOGU

ERS�฀POETS�฀AND฀EDITORS฀TO฀DISCUSS฀n฀IN฀-AYNARD�S�S฀WORDS฀n฀THE฀iCURATING฀
OF฀POETRY฀AND฀THE฀POETICS฀OF฀CURATINGw�฀)N฀HIS฀INVITATION฀TO฀REm฀ECT฀UPON฀
THIS฀PROVOCATIVE฀TOPIC�฀HE฀RECALLED฀THAT฀THE฀WORD฀@CURATION�฀DERIVES฀FROM฀THE฀
,ATIN฀CURO�฀CURARE฀n฀A฀ TERM฀ITSELF฀HISTORICALLY฀PROBLEMATIC฀AND฀RICH฀n฀
@TO฀CARE฀FOR��฀@TO฀LOOK฀AFTER��฀IT฀IS฀THIS฀l฀RST฀BUT฀SOMETIMES฀SEEMINGLY฀FOR

GOTTEN฀APPLICATION฀THAT฀SERVED฀AS฀A฀RECURRING฀ LEITMOTIF฀ IN฀MANY฀OF฀ THE฀
PANEL�S฀PRESENTATIONS�฀ )฀WAS฀ STRUCK฀BOTH฀BY฀HOW฀ IN฀OUR฀DISCUSSION฀WE฀
KEPT฀@COMING฀CONSTANTLY฀SO฀NEAR�฀AN฀ARTICULATION฀OF฀A฀POETICS฀OF฀CURATING�฀
AND฀BY฀JUST฀HOW฀ELUSIVE฀SUCH฀A฀POETICS฀MAY฀BE฀WHEN฀COUPLED฀WITH฀THE฀
ACTUAL฀PRACTICES฀OF฀CURATION�฀
4HE฀ORIGINAL฀ORGANIZATION฀OF฀MY฀ESSAY฀WAS฀GUIDED฀BY฀THE฀QUESTIONS฀

POSED฀BY฀THE฀MODERATOR�฀i)N฀WHAT฀WAYS฀DO฀YOU฀@CURATE�฀POETRY�฀!ND฀FOR฀
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WHOM�฀(OW฀WOULD฀YOU฀DElNE฀YOUR฀OWN฀CURATORIAL฀POETICS�฀(OW฀ARE฀DIF
฀
FERENT฀ACTS฀OF฀CURATION฀A฀PRODUCT฀OF฀THEIR฀HISTORICAL฀MOMENT�฀&ROM฀WHAT฀
SOURCES฀n฀CANONICAL฀OR฀OTHERWISE฀n฀DO฀YOU฀DERIVE฀YOUR฀THINKING฀ABOUT฀CU
฀
RATING�w�฀%ACH฀QUESTION฀OFFERED฀ME฀THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀REmECT฀ON฀WHAT฀฀
MY฀APPROACHES฀TO฀AND฀WORK฀ON฀$ICKINSON�S฀WRITINGS฀SEEM฀TO฀PROPOSE฀
ABOUT฀A฀POETICS฀OF฀CURATION�฀)N฀SUCH฀A฀RETROSPECTIVE฀EXERCISE�฀IT฀MIGHT฀BE฀
PRESUMED฀THAT฀)฀AM฀TRACING฀A฀VIA฀DOLOROSA฀n฀THE฀SCHOLAR�S฀WAY฀OF฀SORROWS฀
THAT฀ACKNOWLEDGES฀THE฀NECESSARILY฀UNlNISHED฀NATURE฀OF฀HER฀WORK฀AND฀THE฀
CONTINUAL฀UNSETTLING฀OF฀HER฀CONCLUSIONS�฀"UT฀THE฀QUESTIONS�฀TENDENCY฀TO฀
RESIST฀QUARANTINE�฀A฀RESISTANCE฀THAT฀REGISTERS฀THE฀SCHOLAR
CURATOR�S฀RESTLESS฀
NEED฀TO฀TRAVEL฀ACROSS฀THE฀DISCIPLINARY฀BOUNDARIES฀WITHIN฀WHOSE฀LIMITS฀
SHE฀HAS฀BEEN฀TRAINED฀TO฀WORK�฀EVEN฀AS฀IT฀REmECTS฀THE฀DRIFT฀OF฀THE฀CON

TENTS฀OF฀THE฀ARCHIVE฀ITSELF�฀CREATES฀A฀NEW฀DIALECTIC฀BETWEEN฀PAST฀AGONES฀
AND฀FUTURE฀ANAGNORISES�฀)N฀THIS฀DIALECTIC฀)฀ANSWER฀WITH฀MORE฀QUESTIONS�฀
MORE฀APPLIED฀URGENCY�฀ )S฀ THE฀ TRAJECTORY฀ )฀HAVE฀ TAKEN฀ THROUGH฀$ICKIN

SON�S฀WRITINGS฀ONLY฀A฀SINGULAR�฀PERHAPS฀ECCENTRIC฀PATH�฀OR฀IS฀IT฀THE฀@WIDE฀
WAY�฀OF฀THE฀TIMES฀)฀LIVE฀AND฀BREATHE฀AND฀THINK฀IN�฀!RE฀QUESTIONS฀ABOUT฀
CURATION฀BECOMING฀MORE฀URGENT฀IN฀THE฀DIGITAL฀AGE�฀WHERE฀THE฀IDENTITY฀OF฀
AN฀@OBJECT��฀TEXTUAL�฀MATERIAL฀OR฀CONCEPTUAL�฀IS฀SUBJECT฀TO฀MULTIPLE฀TRANS

FORMATIONS฀OR฀CHANGES฀IN฀FORM�฀7HAT฀RISKS฀ATTEND฀CURATION฀IN฀THE฀ERA฀OF฀
THE฀!NTHROPOCENE�฀WHERE฀ALL฀THAT฀IS฀CREATED฀�CURATED	฀MAY฀BE฀SUBJECT฀TO฀
A฀LOSS฀VASTER฀AND฀MORE฀lNAL฀THAN฀WE฀CAN฀IMAGINE�฀
7HILE฀ )฀POSE฀ THESE฀QUESTIONS฀ FROM฀WITHIN฀ THE฀ SPACE฀OF฀ THE฀ARCHIVE�฀฀

)฀AM฀AWARE฀THAT฀THIS฀IS฀ONLY฀ONE฀OF฀MANY฀SITES฀FROM฀THE฀MUSEUM฀TO฀THE฀
#LOUD฀ ITSELF฀ FROM฀WHICH฀MEDITATIONS฀ TOUCHING฀UPON฀ THE฀PRACTICE฀ AND฀
POETICS฀OF฀CURATION฀ARISE฀AND฀CIRCULATE�฀4HE฀FOLLOWING฀ESSAY฀IS฀A฀FRAGMENT฀
FALLEN฀FROM฀A฀SKY฀FULL฀OF฀QUESTIONS�฀

)�฀)N฀WHAT฀WAYS฀DO฀YOU฀@CURATE�฀POETRY�฀&OR฀WHOM�

0ERHAPS฀THERE฀IS฀A฀QUESTION฀BEFORE฀THIS฀QUESTION�฀NAMELY�฀HOW฀DO฀POEMS฀
PROPOSE฀THEMSELVES฀AS฀OBJECTS฀OR฀SUBJECTS฀FOR฀CURATION�฀3OME฀RECENT�฀
BEAUTIFUL฀FABLES฀n฀THOSE�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀BY฀!RLETTE฀&ARGE฀AND฀#AROLYN฀3TEED

MAN฀n฀HAVE฀REMINDED฀US฀THAT฀THE฀SCHOLAR฀WHO฀UNDERTAKES฀AN฀ERRAND฀IN฀
THE฀ARCHIVES฀DOES฀SO฀FOR฀MANY฀REASONS�฀SOME฀STRICTLY฀INTELLECTUAL฀OR฀INSTI

TUTIONAL�฀BUT฀OTHERS฀OF฀A฀MORE฀OPAQUE฀AND฀PRIVATE฀NATURE�฀4HE฀COMMON฀
LURE฀ IS฀ THAT฀OF฀ THE฀MATERIAL฀DOCUMENT�฀!ND฀WHILE฀ SOMETIMES�฀PERHAPS฀
MORE฀OFTEN฀THAN฀WE฀WOULD฀LIKE฀TO฀ADMIT�฀THE฀MATERIAL฀DOCUMENTS฀THAT฀
HAVE฀LURED฀INTO฀THE฀ARCHIVE฀REFUSE฀TO฀DISCLOSE฀THEMSELVES฀UNDER฀OUR฀GAZE฀
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AND฀GLOW฀ONLY฀WITH฀THEIR฀OWN฀SOVEREIGN฀SILENCE�฀SOMETIMES฀THEY฀SEEM฀TO฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀WAITING฀FOR฀US฀TO฀SUMMON฀THEM฀FROM฀THEIR฀QUIET฀GRAY฀ACID

FREE฀FOLDERS฀AND฀TOUCH฀THEM฀INTO฀LIFE฀AGAIN�฀i4HE฀ARCHIVAL฀DOCUMENTw�฀฀
WRITES฀&ARGE�฀iIS฀A฀TEAR฀IN฀THE฀FABRIC฀OF฀TIMEw฀�&ARGE฀����฀P�฀�	�฀!ND฀SO฀฀
THE฀ENCOUNTER฀BETWEEN฀THE฀SCHOLAR฀AND฀THE฀ARCHIVAL฀DOCUMENT฀IS฀EXPERI

ENCED฀ALSO฀AS฀@UNTIMELY��฀IT฀DISRUPTS฀HER฀ORDERLY฀RESEARCH฀PLAN฀FOR฀THE฀DAY฀
n฀IT฀MAY฀ALTER฀THE฀COURSE฀OF฀HER฀LIFE�฀

฀�
$OCUMENT฀STACKS฀IN฀A฀SECTION฀OF฀4HE฀.ATIONAL฀!RCHIVE�฀
7IKIPEDIA฀#OMMONS฀@ commons.wikipedia.org�

)฀MYSELF฀ EXPERIENCED฀ JUST฀ SUCH฀ AN฀UNTIMELY฀ ENCOUNTER฀MORE฀ THAN฀
TWENTY฀YEARS฀AGO฀WHEN฀)฀lRST฀ENTERED฀THE฀ARCHIVES฀OF฀THE฀!MHERST฀#OLLEGE฀
,IBRARY�฀)฀HAD฀TRAVELED฀THERE฀ON฀THE฀MEAGER฀BUDGET฀ALLOWED฀TO฀GRADUATE฀
STUDENTS�฀AND฀)฀HAD฀PLANNED฀TO฀EXAMINE฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀POEM฀MANUSCRIPTS฀)฀฀
BELIEVED฀WOULD฀FURTHER฀MY฀RESEARCH฀ON฀$ICKINSON�S฀FASCICLES�฀"UT฀ONCE฀฀
)฀WAS฀IN฀THE฀ARCHIVES�฀$ICKINSON�S฀FRAGMENTS฀n฀A฀PROBLEMATIC฀TERM฀IF฀EVER฀฀
THERE฀WERE฀ONE�฀BUT฀ONE฀ )฀ TAKE฀PROVISIONALLY฀ TO฀ INCLUDE฀ THE฀ LYRIC฀ ENDS฀
OF฀POEMS฀AS฀WELL฀ AS฀$ICKINSON�S฀BRIEF฀WRITINGS฀ THAT฀ SHIFT฀UNCERTAINLY฀
BETWEEN฀PROSE฀AND฀VERSE฀n฀ENTREATED฀ME฀AND฀DEMANDED฀MY฀ATTENTION�฀
)T฀ IS฀VERY฀ LIKELY฀ THAT฀$ICKINSON�S฀ FRAGMENTS฀DREW฀MY฀ATTENTION฀ IN฀PART฀
BECAUSE฀THE฀POSTMODERN฀AGE฀FAVORED฀THEIR฀@DISCOVERY��฀&OR฀WHILE฀THE฀FRAG
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MENTS฀MAY฀IN฀THE฀END฀PROVE฀TO฀BE฀EXCEPTIONAL฀CASES฀WITHIN฀$ICKINSON�S฀
OEUVRE�฀THEY฀ARE฀IDEAL฀CASES฀FOR฀OUR฀AGE�฀FROM฀WHICH฀WE฀INHERIT฀AN฀ALREADY฀
INTERPELLATED฀SENSE฀OF฀SELF�฀A฀FRAGMENTING฀AT฀THE฀PSYCHIC฀LEVEL�฀7HILE฀THESE฀
WHISPERS฀OF฀WORKS฀THAT฀SEEMED฀TO฀BE฀IN฀THE฀PROCESS฀OF฀DISCARDING฀THEIR฀
IDENTITIES฀BELONGED฀TO฀THE฀ARCHIVE฀IN฀SOME฀SENSE�฀THEY฀ALSO฀RESISTED฀A฀FULL฀
INTEGRATION฀WITHIN฀IT�฀4HEIR฀VERY฀HOMELESSNESS฀n฀THE฀STAKES฀THEY฀SEEMED฀
TO฀HAVE฀IN฀HOMELESSNESS฀AS฀THEIR฀CONDITION฀n฀PRESSED฀ME฀TO฀IMAGINE฀AN฀
ALTERNATE฀HOME฀FOR฀THEM�฀
!ND฀THEN฀ANOTHER฀HOME�฀AND฀ANOTHER฀AND฀ANOTHER�฀&OR฀SINCE฀MY฀INI


TIAL฀FORAY฀INTO฀THE฀ARCHIVES�฀)�VE฀BEEN฀EXPERIMENTING฀WITH฀DIFFERENT฀STRUC

TURES฀FOR฀REPRESENTING฀THESE฀LATE฀WORKS฀n฀lRST฀BINDING฀SOME฀OF฀THEM฀INTO฀
A฀CODEX฀BOOK฀PARADOXICALLY฀TITLED฀/PEN฀&OLIOS�฀THEN฀SUMMONING฀OTHERS฀n฀฀
OR�฀RATHER�฀THEIR฀DIGITAL฀SURROGATES฀n฀INTO฀AN฀ELECTRONIC฀ARCHIVE฀FUELED฀BY฀฀
MILLENNIAL฀ENERGIES฀AND฀CALLED฀2ADICAL฀3CATTERS�฀AND฀MOST฀RECENTLY�฀IN฀4HE฀
'ORGEOUS฀.OTHINGS�฀COLLECTING฀�RE
CASTING�	฀THE฀POEMS฀$ICKINSON฀WROTE฀
ON฀ENVELOPES฀TO฀GIVE฀THEM฀NEW฀HOMES�฀A฀NEW฀DISSEMINATION�฀4HIS฀LAST�฀
COLLABORATIVE฀WORK฀WITH฀THE฀ARTIST฀*EN฀"ERVIN฀APPEARS฀IN฀TWO฀DIFFERENT฀
ITERATIONS�฀lRST�฀IN฀THE฀FORM฀OF฀AN฀ARCHIVAL฀BOX฀lLLED฀WITH฀LOOSE�฀FULL

SCALE฀FACSIMILES฀AND฀TRANSCRIPTIONS฀OF฀THE฀WORKS�฀AND฀LATER�฀IN฀AN฀OVERSIZE฀
VOLUME฀THAT฀PRESERVES฀TO฀SOME฀EXTENT฀THE฀SUI฀GENERIS฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀POEMS฀
BY฀ARRANGING฀THEM฀NOT฀IN฀A฀CHRONOLOGICAL฀ORDER฀BUT฀ON฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀THEIR฀
VISUAL฀CORRESPONDENCES฀AND฀RHYMINGS�฀

฀�
4HE฀'ORGEOUS฀.OTHINGS�฀'RANARY฀"OOKS�฀�����
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฀�
4HE฀'ORGEOUS฀.OTHINGS�฀.EW฀$IRECTIONS�฀WITH฀ THE฀#HRISTINE฀"URGIN฀
'ALLERY�฀�����

)N฀BOOK฀AND฀LIBRARY฀CATALOGS฀ALIKE�฀/PEN฀&OLIOS�฀2ADICAL฀3CATTERS�฀AND฀
THE฀SECOND฀ITERATION฀OF฀4HE฀'ORGEOUS฀.OTHINGS฀ARE฀INVARIABLY฀CLASSIlED฀AS฀฀
@EDITIONS��฀BUT฀)�VE฀ALWAYS฀IMAGINED฀THEM฀AS฀AUTONOMOUS฀BUT฀RELATED฀฀
EXHIBITIONS฀LINKED฀BY฀THEIR฀SHARED฀INTEREST฀IN฀THOSE฀DOCUMENTS฀IN฀$ICK

INSON�S฀OEUVRE฀ASSOCIATED฀MATERIALLY฀AND�OR฀LINGUISTICALLY฀WITH฀HAZARD฀AND฀
MARKED฀BY฀QUALITIES฀OF฀LATENESS฀IN฀THE฀!DORNIAN฀SENSE฀n฀I�E��฀WITH฀DISSO

NANCE฀AND฀DEPARTURE�฀3INGLY฀AND฀COLLECTIVELY�฀THEY฀REPRESENT฀MY฀REPEATED฀
ATTEMPTS฀TO฀MAP฀OUT฀THE฀TOPOS฀OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀UNBOUND฀WRITINGS฀AND฀MY฀
RECURRING฀EXPERIENCE฀OF฀LOSING฀MY฀BEARINGS฀WITHIN฀HER฀WORK�฀5NLIKE฀WHAT฀
WE฀COMMONLY฀DElNE฀AS฀THE฀@EDITION��฀ESPECIALLY฀THE฀VARIORUM฀AND฀CRITICAL฀
EDITION�฀WHICH฀LABOR฀UNDER฀A฀CULTURAL฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀DElNITIVENESS฀AND฀
CLOSURE�฀THE฀EXHIBIT฀IMAGINES฀ITSELF฀ONLY฀AS฀A฀TEMPORARY฀SANCTUARY฀FOR฀
THE฀WORKS฀IT฀DISPLAYS�฀-OST฀AKIN�฀PERHAPS�฀TO฀THE฀CABINET฀OF฀CURIOSITIES฀
FROM฀WHICH฀IT฀DESCENDS�฀THE฀EXHIBIT฀IS฀INVESTED฀NOT฀ONLY฀IN฀WHAT฀IS฀AND฀
CAN฀BE฀KNOWN฀ABOUT฀THE฀WORKS฀BUT฀RATHER฀IN฀WHAT฀REMAINS฀UNKNOWN฀
AND฀UNKNOWABLE฀ABOUT฀THEM�฀-ANY฀YEARS฀AGO�฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀DEANS฀OF฀TEX

TUAL฀EDITING�฀'IANFRANCO฀#ONTINI�฀DElNED฀THE฀CRITICAL฀EDITION฀SIMPLY฀AS฀
iA฀WORKING฀HYPOTHESISw��฀)T฀IS฀BY฀THIS฀WISE฀CAUTION�฀NOT฀BY฀A฀CONVENIENT฀
BELIEF฀IN฀THE฀@AUTHORITY�฀OF฀THE฀EDITOR฀AND฀THE฀EDITION฀THAT฀)฀RETURN�฀

�฀4RANSLATED฀IN฀0�฀0UGLIATTI�฀i4EXTUAL฀0ERSPECTIVES฀IN฀)TALY�฀&ROM฀0ASQUALI�S฀(ISTORICISM฀
TO฀THE฀#HALLENGE฀OF฀@6ARIANTISTICA�฀�!ND฀"EYOND	w�฀4EXT�฀��฀�����	�฀P�฀����฀3EE฀ALSO฀'�฀#ON
฀
TINI�฀ i2ICORDO฀DI฀ *OSEPH฀"EDIERw�฀ IN฀%SERCIZI฀DI฀ LETTURA฀ SOPRA฀AUTORI฀ CONTEMPORANEI฀ CON฀
UN�APPENDICE฀SU฀TESTI฀NON฀CONTEMPORANEI�฀4ORINO�฀%INAUDI�฀�����฀P�฀����
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7HILE฀THE฀EDITION฀MOST฀OFTEN฀PUTS฀THE฀POEMS฀IN฀THE฀WORLD฀TO฀@SAY฀WHAT฀
THEY฀ARE��฀THE฀EXHIBITION฀DOES฀SO฀TO฀@SEE฀WHAT฀THEY฀MIGHT฀BE��฀ESPECIALLY฀AS฀
WE฀REORDER฀THEM�฀MAKING฀THEM฀VISIBLE฀FROM฀NEW฀ANGLES�฀

&OR฀ME�฀THE฀POEM฀OR฀FRAGMENT฀DOES฀NOT฀SUMMON฀THE฀IMMATERIAL฀WORLD฀
INTO฀THE฀MATERIAL฀ONE฀FOR฀A฀BRIEF�฀STILL฀MOMENT฀OUTSIDE฀TIME�฀BUT฀EXISTS฀AS฀
A฀PROFOUNDLY฀EARTHBOUND�฀EVER
CHANGING฀CARRIER฀OF฀MEANING�฀A฀@FALLEN�฀
OBJECT฀OR฀BODY�฀BEAUTIFUL฀n฀SHIMMERING฀n฀PRECISELY฀IN฀ITS฀FALLENNESS�฀-Y฀
POINT฀OF฀DEPARTURE฀ FOR฀EACH฀EXHIBIT฀OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀WORKS฀HAS฀BEEN฀AN฀฀
EXCEPTIONAL฀MANUSCRIPT฀n฀VERY฀OFTEN฀A฀BIBLIOGRAPHICAL฀FUGITIVE฀OR฀OUTLIER฀n฀฀
AND฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀CURATION฀HAS฀ INVOLVED฀REVEALING฀THE฀@COMING฀INTO฀VIS
฀
IBILITY�฀OF฀THAT฀WORK฀AND฀ITS฀CARRIER฀AS฀THEY฀TRAVEL฀WITHIN฀THE฀TERRESTRIAL฀
REALM�฀)฀AM฀KEENLY฀AWARE฀OF฀THE฀WAYS฀ IN฀WHICH฀COLLECTING฀AND฀CURAT

ING฀CAN฀DESTROY฀PROVENANCE�฀OR�฀ IN฀$ONATO�S฀VIEW�฀ THE฀WAYS฀ IN฀WHICH฀
THE฀iREPEATED฀METONYMIC฀���฀PRODUCES฀A฀DISTORTED฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀
WORLD�฀THE฀DISPLACEMENT฀OF฀FRAGMENT฀FOR฀TOTALITY�฀OBJECT฀TO฀LABEL�฀SERIES฀
OF฀OBJECTS฀TO฀SERIES฀OF฀LABELSw฀�QTD�฀IN฀3TEWART฀����฀PP�฀���
���	�฀!ND฀SO฀
WHILE฀)฀HAVE฀SOUGHT฀TO฀COUNTER฀THE฀POTENTIAL฀FORCES฀OF฀DESTRUCTION฀INHER

ENT฀IN฀THE฀ACT฀OF฀CURATION฀BY฀DISPLAYING฀AS฀FAR฀AS฀POSSIBLE฀THE฀HISTORY฀OF฀
THE฀WORKS�฀COMPOSITION�฀REVISION�฀AND฀CIRCULATION฀AND฀BY฀CHARTING฀THE฀
POST
HISTORIES฀OF฀ THE฀WORKS฀n฀THE฀POINTS฀OF฀ THEIR฀MANY฀IRRUPTIONS฀AND฀
VANISHINGS฀n฀)฀HAVE฀NEVER฀PRESENTED฀THE฀WORKS฀AS฀ANYTHING฀OTHER฀THAN฀
FRAGMENTS�
9ET฀)฀DO฀SO฀NOT฀n฀AS฀$ONATO฀CAUTIONS฀n฀TO฀CALL฀ATTENTION฀TO฀THE฀FRAG


MENT�S฀FAILURE฀TO฀BE฀REPRESENTATIVE฀OF฀THE฀WHOLE�฀BUT฀TO฀ACKNOWLEDGE฀HOW฀
THE฀WHOLE฀CAN฀BE฀FRAGMENTARY�฀&OR฀WHEN฀WE฀ASK฀THE฀QUESTION�฀i7HAT฀
WOULD฀COMPOSE฀THE฀@WHOLE�฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON�w�฀WE฀MUST฀ADMIT฀THAT฀NO฀
REPRESENTATION฀n฀NOT฀THE฀RICHEST฀BIOGRAPHICAL฀NARRATIVE฀OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀
LIFE�฀NOR฀THE฀BROADEST฀GATHERING฀OF฀HER฀WORKS฀n฀CAN฀CONJURE฀HER฀IN฀ALL฀HER฀
FULLNESS฀AGAIN�฀3HE฀SURVIVES฀NOW�฀IF฀AT฀ALL�฀AS฀A฀TEXTUAL฀BODY�฀AND�฀NECES

SARILY�฀ AS฀ A฀BODY฀ IN฀PIECES�฀!LTHOUGH฀WE฀CANNOT฀lGURE฀PRECISELY฀HOW฀฀
MANY฀WRITINGS฀BY฀$ICKINSON฀HAVE฀BEEN฀LOST�฀LOSSES฀n฀AND฀QUITE฀VAST฀ONES฀n฀฀
ARE฀CERTAIN�฀4HE฀EDITOR฀OF฀THE฀����฀VARIORUM�฀2ALPH฀7�฀&RANKLIN�฀NOT฀฀
A฀SCHOLAR฀GIVEN฀TO฀EXAGGERATION�฀ESTIMATES฀THAT฀AS฀MANY฀AS฀�����฀POEM฀
MANUSCRIPTS฀MAY฀ONCE฀HAVE฀BEEN฀PART฀OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀OEUVRE฀THAT฀TODAY฀
CONTAINS฀ONLY฀APPROXIMATELY฀������฀!ND฀SCHOLARS฀IMAGINE฀STILL฀MORE฀FAR

REACHING฀ LOSSES฀ IN฀$ICKINSON�S฀CORRESPONDENCE฀�&RANKLIN฀����฀P�฀��	�฀
5NDER฀THESE฀CIRCUMSTANCES฀THE฀PRINCIPAL฀DANGER฀OF฀THE฀EXHIBIT฀n฀I�E��฀THE฀
DANGER฀OF฀MISREPRESENTING฀THE฀OEUVRE฀BY฀PRESENTING฀ONLY฀SHARDS฀FROM฀
IT฀n฀MAY฀BE฀ LESS฀ SIGNIlCANT฀ THAN฀ ITS฀MOST฀ SALUTARY฀PROSPECT฀n฀ I�E��฀ THE฀

-ARTA฀7ERNER



��

RE
PRESENTATION฀OF฀THOSE฀REMNANTS฀THAT฀RESONATE฀MOST฀FULLY฀IN฀OUR฀TIME�฀
&OR฀UNLIKE฀THE฀VARIORUM฀EDITION�฀WHICH฀REMAINS฀NOSTALGICALLY฀FOCUSED฀
ON฀THE฀RESTORATION฀OF฀A฀LOST฀WHOLE฀IT฀NEVER฀FULLY฀ACKNOWLEDGES฀AS฀LOST�฀
THE฀EXHIBIT฀COMPELS฀US฀TO฀COME฀FACE฀TO฀FACE฀WITH฀THESE฀LOSSES฀AND฀THE฀
DISRUPTIVE฀HISTORY฀THAT฀HAS฀ LED฀TO฀THEM�฀"Y฀ACKNOWLEDGING฀n฀MAKING฀
MANIFEST฀TO฀THE฀SENSES฀n฀THE฀LIMITS฀OF฀CONTEXTUALIZATION฀AND฀OUR฀INEVI

TABLY฀FRAGMENTARY�฀TRANSIENT�฀AND฀DIMINISHING฀CONNECTION฀TO฀THE฀PAST�฀
THE฀EXHIBIT฀PARADOXICALLY฀ENCOURAGES฀A฀MORE฀ACUTE฀PROBING฀OF฀OUR฀OWN฀
CULTURAL฀ INVESTMENTS฀AND฀OUR฀ENGAGEMENT฀WITH฀ THE฀PAST�S฀ SHATTERED฀฀
REMNANTS�
4HE฀EMOTION฀)฀ASSOCIATE฀MOST฀PROFOUNDLY฀WITH฀THE฀EXHIBIT฀n฀AND฀SPE


CIlCALLY฀WITH฀ THE฀EXHIBITS฀OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀WRITINGS฀ )฀HAVE฀HAD฀A฀HAND฀
IN฀EDITING฀�THAT฀IS฀TO฀SAY�฀CURATING	฀n฀IS฀@LONGING��฀OR฀WHAT฀)฀BELIEVE฀THE฀
'REEKS฀CALLED฀PATHOS�฀AND฀OF฀WHICH฀3OCRATES฀SAYS฀IN฀THE฀#RATYLUS�฀i4HE฀
WORD฀PATHOS฀;YEARNING=฀ SIGNIlES฀ THAT฀ IT฀PERTAINS฀NOT฀ TO฀ THAT฀WHICH฀ IS฀
PRESENT฀BUT฀TO฀THAT฀WHICH฀IS฀ELSEWHERE฀;ALLOTHI฀POU=฀OR฀ABSENTw฀�&OWLER฀
����฀P�฀���A	�฀4HE฀EXHIBIT฀EVOKES฀A฀ LONGING฀ FOR฀A฀BEING�฀A฀ TIME�฀AND฀
A฀CULTURE฀WE฀CANNOT฀EVER฀KNOW฀EVEN฀ IN฀ THE฀ FULLNESS฀OF฀ TIME฀BUT฀ THAT฀
WE฀NEVER฀STOP฀SEEKING฀TO฀KNOW฀AS฀ FULLY฀AS฀POSSIBLE฀ IN฀THE฀MOMENTS฀฀
GIVEN฀TO฀US�฀

4HE฀CURATOR฀IS฀THE฀lRST฀BEHOLDER฀OF฀THE฀EXHIBITION�฀BUT฀IN฀MOST฀CASES�฀NOT฀
THE฀LAST฀ONE�฀4HE฀QUESTION฀PUT฀TO฀US�฀i)N฀WHAT฀WAYS฀DO฀YOU฀CURATE฀POETRY�w�฀
WAS฀THUS฀FOLLOWED฀BY฀ANOTHER�฀i&OR฀WHOM฀DO฀WE฀CURATE฀POETRY�w฀)N฀MY฀
CASE�฀)฀MUST฀CONFESS฀THAT฀)฀AM฀NOT฀SURE�฀/FTEN�฀THE฀VIEWERS฀)฀HAVE฀IMAGINED฀
)฀AM฀ADDRESSING฀AS฀)฀PREPARE฀AN฀EXHIBIT฀FAIL฀TO฀COME฀OR฀DO฀SO฀ONLY฀VERY฀
BELATEDLY�฀BUT฀JUST฀AS฀OFTEN�฀HITHERTO฀UNIMAGINED฀INTERLOCUTORS฀APPEAR฀IN฀
THEIR฀PLACES�฀!T฀THE฀RISK฀OF฀TURNING฀THE฀ANSWER฀TO฀THIS฀QUESTION฀INTO฀A฀FABLE�฀
)฀AM฀TEMPTED฀TO฀SAY฀THAT฀MANY฀WHO฀COME฀TO฀THE฀EXHIBITS฀)฀HAVE฀CURATED฀
ARRIVED฀BY฀CHANCE�฀4HEY฀WERE฀ON฀THEIR฀WAY฀TO฀SEE฀SOMETHING฀ELSE�฀4HEY฀
WERE฀PASSING฀BY�฀4HEIR฀CONDITION฀IS฀THE฀VERY฀CONDITION฀OF฀THE฀EXHIBIT฀ITSELF�฀
IN฀TRANSIT�฀0ERHAPS�฀THEN�฀)฀CAN฀SAY฀THAT฀)฀CURATE฀POETRY฀FOR฀STRANGERS฀AND฀
WAYFARERS�฀
)N฀NO฀EXHIBIT฀WAS฀THIS฀SENSE฀OF฀AN฀AUDIENCE฀OF฀STRANGERS฀AND฀WAYFARERS฀

SO฀ACUTE฀AS฀DURING฀MY฀WORK฀ON฀4HE฀'ORGEOUS฀.OTHINGS�฀)N฀THE฀EARLY฀PHASES฀
OF฀THIS฀@RECONSTRUCTION��฀*EN฀"ERVIN฀AND฀)฀OFTEN฀SPOKE฀OF฀THE฀REASONS฀WE฀
WERE฀DRAWN฀TO฀THESE฀POEMS฀WRITTEN฀ON฀ENVELOPES฀IN฀THE฀LATTER฀DAYS฀OF฀THE฀
NINETEENTH฀CENTURY�฀WHY฀AT฀THIS฀MOMENT฀THEY฀SEEMED฀@ADDRESSED�฀TO฀US�฀
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฀�
%MILY฀$ICKINSON�฀#LOGGED฀ONLY฀WITH฀-USIC�฀CA�฀�����฀COMPOSED฀IN฀PENCIL฀ON฀
THE฀INSIDE฀�BACK	฀OF฀AN฀ENVELOPE฀AND฀ON฀A฀FRAGMENT฀OF฀ENVELOPE฀SEAL�฀PINNED฀
TOGETHER�฀!MHERST฀#OLLEGE฀!RCHIVES฀�฀3PECIAL฀#OLLECTIONS�

/F฀COURSE�฀THE฀BEAUTY฀OF฀THE฀MATERIAL฀DOCUMENTS�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀EXQUI

SITE฀QUALITIES฀OF฀MANY฀OF฀THE฀POEMS฀AND฀FRAGMENTS฀COMPOSED฀ON฀THEM�฀
SEEMED฀REASONS฀ENOUGH฀TO฀BRING฀THEM฀NEWLY฀TO฀LIGHT�฀"UT฀A฀STILL฀MORE฀
URGENT฀REASON฀PRESSED฀US฀n฀AND฀NOT฀ONLY฀US฀BUT฀ALSO฀OUR฀FELLOW฀INHABIT

ANTS฀OF฀THE฀DIGITAL฀AGE฀n฀TO฀REALIZE฀THE฀EXHIBIT�฀!S฀MEDIA฀HISTORIAN฀*OHN฀
$URHAM฀0ETERS฀REmECTS�฀OUR฀OBSESSIVE฀SEEKING฀THROUGH฀THE฀NEW฀TECHNOLO

GIES฀AVAILABLE฀TO฀US฀n฀THE฀MOST฀PERVASIVE฀OF฀WHICH฀IS฀OF฀COURSE฀THE฀INTERNET฀n฀฀
TO฀COLLAPSE฀THE฀DISTANCE฀BETWEEN฀PUBLIC฀AND฀PRIVATE�฀INNER฀THOUGHT฀AND฀฀
OUTER฀EXPRESSION�฀SELF฀AND฀OTHER฀n฀BEGAN฀IN฀THE฀LATE฀NINETEENTH฀CENTURY฀
WHEN฀WE฀lRST฀iDElNED฀OURSELVES฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀OUR฀ABILITY฀TO฀COMMUNICATE฀฀
WITH฀EACH฀OTHERw฀�0ETERS฀����฀P�฀�	�฀7HILE฀WE฀EXIST฀SEEMINGLY฀AT฀THE฀END฀฀
OF฀THIS฀AGE�฀$ICKINSON฀LIVED฀AT฀ITS฀BEGINNING�฀)N฀HER฀CENTURY�฀THE฀ADVENT฀OF฀฀
NEW฀TELE
PHENOMENA฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀PHOTOGRAPH�฀TELEGRAPH฀AND�฀LATER�฀THE฀
TELEPHONE�฀ LIKE฀THE฀ADVENT฀OF฀THE฀INTERNET฀IN฀OUR฀OWN฀AGE�฀SEEMED฀TO฀
OVERCOME฀THE฀BARRIERS฀OF฀TIME฀AND฀SPACE�฀!ND฀YET�฀IT฀WAS฀IN฀THIS฀CENTURY฀
THAT฀SAW฀UNPRECEDENTED฀TRANSFORMATIONS฀IN฀THE฀MEANS฀OF฀HUMAN฀CON
฀
TACT฀THAT฀WE฀ALSO฀lRST฀ENCOUNTERED฀THE฀NEW฀AND฀FRIGHTENING฀HORIZONS฀OF฀
INCOMMUNICABILITY฀THAT฀HAUNT฀US฀TODAY�฀.EW฀MEDIA฀iALWAYS฀YIELD฀GHOST฀฀
PHENOMENAw�฀SAID฀&RIEDRICH฀+ITTLER฀�+ITTLER฀����฀P�฀��	�฀)T฀WAS฀NOT฀ONLY฀฀
THE฀TELEGRAPH฀OFlCE฀BUT฀THE฀$EAD฀,ETTER฀/FlCE฀THAT฀CAME฀INTO฀BEING฀IN฀
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THE฀NINETEENTH฀CENTURY�฀WHEN฀IT฀WAS฀NOT฀UNCOMMON฀FOR฀CLERKS฀ IN฀THIS฀
STRANGE฀PLACE฀TO฀HANDLE฀AS฀MANY฀AS฀������฀PIECES฀OF฀@DEAD�฀MAIL฀DAILY�฀

฀�
$EAD฀,ETTER฀/FlCE�฀3EPTEMBER฀���฀�����฀'LASS฀NEGATIVE�฀,IBRARY฀OF฀#ONGRESS�฀
$IGITAL฀)$฀NPCC฀�������HDL�LOC�GOV�LOC�PNP�NPCC�������

$ICKINSON�S฀ENVELOPES฀INSTILL฀IN฀THEIR฀VIEWERS฀A฀PLANGENT฀LONELINESS�฀
4O฀ME�฀THEY฀ARE฀LONELIER฀THAN฀THE฀POEMS฀BOUND฀IN฀FASCICLES�฀WHO฀HAVE฀AT฀
LEAST฀EACH฀OTHER฀FOR฀COMPANY�฀AND฀LONELIER�฀ TOO�฀ THAN฀THE฀DRAFTS฀OF฀ LET

TERS฀THAT฀LAY฀IN฀$ICKINSON�S฀DESK�฀WHICH�฀THOUGH฀FOREVER฀UNSENT�฀STILL฀MAY฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀DIRECTED฀TOWARDS฀LIVING฀BEINGS�฀AND฀STILL฀MAY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀IMAG

INED฀AS฀PART฀OF฀A฀CORRESPONDENCE�฀4HE฀POEMS฀COMPOSED฀ON฀ENVELOPES�฀
IN฀CONTRAST�฀SEEM฀TO฀BE฀MISSED฀OR฀WITHHELD฀MESSAGES�฀4HEIR฀CONTINGENCY�฀
VULNERABILITY�฀AND฀HOPE฀FOR฀A฀FUTURE฀READING฀INSPIRES฀CARE฀n฀A฀TENDING฀TO�฀
A฀TENDERNESS฀TOWARDS฀THEM�฀WHOSE฀LOST฀HISTORIES฀AND฀LONGINGS฀HAVE฀SUM

MONED฀US฀BY฀RESONATING฀WITH฀OUR฀OWN�฀
4ODAY�฀AN฀EXHIBIT฀NEED฀NOT฀BE฀A฀SINGULAR฀EVENT฀CONlNED฀TO฀A฀PARTICU


LAR฀SITE฀AND฀SHARED฀UNIQUELY฀BY฀THOSE฀WHO฀GATHERED฀TO฀SEE฀IT�฀BUT฀IT฀MAY฀
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BE฀DISSEMINATED฀TO฀AN฀AUDIENCE฀SCATTERED฀WIDELY฀ACROSS฀TIME฀AND฀SPACE�฀
3OMETIMES�฀THIS฀DISSEMINATION฀FEELS฀LIKE฀SO฀MANY฀KINDS฀OF฀SILENCE�฀LEAVING฀
THE฀CURATOR฀STRANGELY฀ALONE฀WITH฀HER฀CABINET฀OF฀CURIOSITIES�฀"UT฀SOMETIMES฀
A฀SIGNAL฀COMES�฀)฀AM฀ALWAYS฀AMAZED฀AND฀DEEPLY฀TOUCHED฀WHEN฀A฀STRANGER฀
SENDS฀WORD฀THAT฀AN฀EXHIBITION฀)�VE฀CURATED฀HAS฀REACHED฀HIM฀OR฀HER�฀3OME฀
TIME฀AGO�฀2OBERT฀+�฀%LDER�฀THE฀EDITOR฀OF฀,AST฀7ORDS฀OF฀THE฀%XECUTED�฀A฀COL

LECTION฀OF฀DEATH
ROW฀PRISONERS�฀lNAL฀STATEMENTS�฀SENT฀SUCH฀A฀SIGNAL�฀(E฀
HAD฀BOUGHT฀4HE฀'ORGEOUS฀.OTHINGS฀AS฀A฀#HRISTMAS฀GIFT฀FOR฀SOMEONE฀ELSE�฀
BUT฀HE฀WAS฀NOW฀READING฀IT฀HIMSELF�฀(IS฀lRST฀MESSAGE฀READ�฀i)฀LOVE฀YOUR฀
$ICKINSON฀BOOK฀n฀IT�S฀ON฀MY฀COFFEE฀TABLE฀NOW฀AND฀IS฀AN฀OBJECT฀OF฀FASCINA

TION฀FOR฀VISITORS�฀-AY฀)฀ASK�฀THOUGH�฀HOW฀DID฀IT฀GET฀TO฀BE฀A฀BOOK�฀$ID฀IT฀
START฀AS฀AN฀EXHIBIT฀lRST�฀JUST฀BITS฀OF฀AN฀ARCHIVEw฀�PERSONAL฀CORRESPONDENCE฀
WITH฀2OBERT฀+�฀%LDER�฀PRIVATE฀EMAIL฀MESSAGE�฀!UGUST฀���฀����	�฀

฀�
%MILY฀$ICKINSON�฀)N฀THIS฀SHORT฀,IFE�฀CA�฀�����฀COMPOSED฀IN฀PENCIL฀ON฀THE฀INSIDE฀
THE฀mAP฀OF฀A฀PREVIOUSLY฀SEALED฀ENVELOPE�฀!MHERST฀#OLLEGE฀!RCHIVES฀�฀3PECIAL฀
#OLLECTIONS�

i)฀SEE฀IT฀NOW�฀IT฀IS฀ALL฀BRIGHT�w

&ROM฀THE฀lNAL฀STATEMENT฀(IRAM฀2EYNOLDS�฀CONVICTED฀OF฀MURDER�฀4ENNESSEE
%XECUTED฀!UGUST฀���฀�����฀IN฀,AST฀7ORDS฀OF฀THE฀%XECUTED�฀ED�฀2OBERT฀+�฀%LDER

))�฀2EVERSALS�฀!N฀5NCANNY฀%NCOUNTER

4HE฀PRECEDING฀REMARKS฀FOCUS฀LARGELY฀ON฀4HE฀'ORGEOUS฀.OTHINGS฀PARTLY฀
BECAUSE฀IT฀IS฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀LAST฀WORKS฀ON฀$ICKINSON�S฀LATE฀WRITINGS฀)฀HAVE฀BEEN฀฀
ENGAGED฀WITH�฀AND฀PARTLY฀BECAUSE฀IT฀BEGAN฀AS฀AN฀EXHIBITION฀AND฀ONLY฀
LATER฀ BECAME฀ A฀ BOOK�฀ 4HIS฀ TRANSFORMATION�฀ THOUGH�฀ CAN฀ HAPPEN฀ IN฀
REVERSE�฀AS฀)฀RECENTLY฀DISCOVERED฀WHEN฀THE฀TERRIFYINGLY฀ACCOMPLISHED฀
ARTIST฀AND฀SCHOLAR฀*ANET฀-ALCOLM฀SOUGHT฀MY฀CONSENT฀TO฀CUT฀APART฀THE฀฀
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LEAVES฀OF฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON�S฀/PEN฀&OLIOS฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀USE฀FRAGMENTS฀OF฀MY฀
DIPLOMATIC฀TRANSCRIPTIONS฀IN฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀HER฀ORIGINAL฀COLLAGES�

�������฀$EAR฀-ARTA�฀-ANY฀THINGS฀IN฀YOUR฀LETTER฀n฀ESPECIALLY฀THE฀MENTION฀OF฀
DECONTEXTUALIZATION฀n฀TELL฀ME฀THAT฀THE฀TIME฀HAS฀COME฀TO฀TELL฀YOU฀OF฀THE฀SPECIAL฀
REASON฀WHY฀)฀WANTED฀A฀COPY฀OF฀YOUR฀BOOK฀n฀NAMELY�฀TO฀CUT฀SOME฀PAGES฀OUT฀OF฀IT฀
AND฀PUT฀THEM฀INTO฀COLLAGES�฀7HEN฀)฀SAW฀THE฀BOOK฀AT฀3HARON฀#AMERON�S฀HOUSE�฀
THIS฀DESIRE฀FORMED฀ITSELF฀IN฀MY฀MIND฀n฀)฀BEGAN฀TO฀hSEEv฀THE฀COLLAGES�฀)T฀WAS฀THE฀
TYPEWRITTEN฀ TRANSCRIPTIONS฀ RATHER฀ THAN฀ THE฀HANDWRITTEN฀ORIGINALS฀ THAT฀ STIRRED฀
MY฀IMAGINATION�฀4HE฀SERIES฀)฀WANT฀TO฀MAKE฀WILL฀ALSO฀USE฀IMAGES฀AND฀CHARTS฀FROM฀
ASTRONOMICAL฀TEXTS�฀"EFORE฀STARTING฀THE฀hCUTTINGv฀AND฀hSCISSORINGv฀�THE฀WORDS฀
LEAPED฀OUT฀OF฀YOUR฀TEXT	฀OF฀YOUR฀PRECIOUS฀ONLY฀COPY�฀)฀WANT฀TO฀HAVE฀YOUR฀PER

MISSION฀TO฀DO฀SO�฀)฀WILL฀COMPLETELY฀UNDERSTAND฀IF฀YOU฀WOULD฀PREFER฀)฀NOT฀DO฀SO�฀
AND฀WILL฀CONTINUE฀MY฀SEARCH฀FOR฀ANOTHER฀COPY���฀9OUR฀USE฀OF฀THE฀WORD฀UNCANNY฀
RESONATES฀WITH฀ME�฀$OESN�T฀IT฀APPLY฀TO฀OUR฀ENCOUNTER�฀!LL฀MY฀BEST�฀*ANETv

�0RIVATE฀EMAIL฀CORRESPONDENCE�฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀PART฀IN฀'RANTA�฀
SEE฀-ALCOLM฀��������
����	

!LTHOUGH฀-ALCOLM฀FEARED฀)฀WOULD฀BE฀DISTURBED฀BY฀HER฀PLAN�฀NOTHING฀
COULD฀HAVE฀DELIGHTED฀ME฀MORE�฀)฀HAD฀ALREADY฀SENT฀HER฀MY฀ONLY฀COPY฀OF฀
THE฀BOOK฀n฀THE฀BOOK฀OF฀MY฀SCHOLARLY฀CHILDHOOD�฀WRITTEN฀IN฀"UFFALO�฀.9฀n฀฀
AND฀NOW฀)฀WAITED�฀WAITED฀TO฀SEE฀WHICH฀PAGES฀WOULD฀BE฀CHOSEN฀AND฀IN฀฀
WHAT฀ORDER฀ THEY฀WOULD฀ RETURN�฀ TO฀ SEE฀HOW฀ THEY฀WOULD฀BE฀ ILLUMINATED฀
AND฀TRANSFORMED฀IN฀THE฀COLLAGES฀*ANET฀-ALCOLM฀WAS฀MAKING�
4HE฀FORTY฀DOCUMENTS฀)฀HAD฀GATHERED฀YEARS฀EARLIER฀IN฀/PEN฀&OLIOS฀ARE฀

THE฀RECORD฀OF฀A฀SECRET฀LOVE�฀/NE฀STORY฀THAT฀STRETCHES฀BACK฀TO฀THE฀LATE฀��TH฀
CENTURY฀CLAIMS฀THAT฀IN฀THE฀lNAL฀YEARS฀OF฀HER฀LIFE฀ON฀EARTH�฀%MILY฀$ICK

INSON฀FELL฀IN฀LOVE฀WITH฀*UDGE฀/TIS฀0HILLIPS฀,ORD฀OF฀3ALEM฀AND฀COMPOSED฀
THESE฀SECRET฀MESSAGES฀TO฀HIM�฀4HIS฀IS฀POSSIBLE�฀7HEN฀WE฀SEE฀THE฀LETTERS฀
LAIN฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀PRINT฀EDITIONS฀n฀"INGHAM�S฀!฀2EVELATION�฀*OHNSON�S฀,ET

TERS฀n฀THE฀STORY฀ALMOST฀COMES฀TRUE�฀7HEN฀WE฀ENCOUNTER฀THE฀DOCUMENTS฀
IN฀THE฀ARCHIVE�฀UNDRESSED฀AND฀SANS฀SALUTATIONS฀AND฀SIGNATURES�฀HOWEVER�฀
THEY฀SEEM฀TO฀TELL฀ANOTHER฀STORY�฀4HIS฀DIFFERENT฀STORY฀IS฀ALSO฀A฀LOVE฀STORY�฀
AND฀ONE฀STILL฀MORE฀SECRET฀THAN฀THE฀lRST�฀)N฀THIS฀STORY�฀$ICKINSON฀FALLS฀IN฀
LOVE฀WITH฀THE฀TRIAL฀OF฀WRITING฀n฀WITH฀WRITING�S฀WAGER�฀i!VALANCHE฀\฀OR฀
!VENUE฀n฀%VERY฀\฀(EART฀ASKS฀WHICHw฀�!฀���	��฀4HE฀ONTOLOGICAL฀STATUS฀OF฀
THE฀DOCUMENTS฀IS฀SWEPT฀AWAY฀IN฀THE฀@WAYLAYING�฀RAPTURE฀OF฀WRITING�฀IN฀THE฀

�฀ 0ARENTHETICAL฀ REFERENCES฀ TO฀$ICKINSON�S฀POEMS฀NOTE฀ THE฀-3฀ CATALOG฀NUMBER฀OF฀
THE฀LIBRARY฀WHERE฀THEY฀ARE฀HOUSED�฀@!�฀DESIGNATES฀A฀MANUSCRIPT฀HOUSED฀IN฀THE฀!MHERST฀
#OLLEGE฀!RCHIVES฀AND฀3PECIAL฀#OLLECTIONS�
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ROAMING฀THAT฀IS฀DRAFTING�฀7HAT฀LOVE฀HOLDS฀n฀OR฀TRIES฀TO฀HOLD฀n฀IS฀THE฀HAND฀
IN฀THE฀PRESENT฀TENSE฀OF฀WRITING�฀THE฀HAND฀AS฀IT฀FORMS฀LETTERS�฀AS฀IT฀COMES฀
AGAIN฀AND฀AGAIN฀TO฀AN฀EDGE�฀7RITING�฀LOVE�฀THE฀HAND�฀ERRANT�฀AS฀ALWAYS�฀
4HESE฀WERE฀SOME฀OF฀MY฀THOUGHTS�฀IN฀ANY฀CASE�฀WHILE฀)฀WAITED฀FOR฀THE฀

NEXT฀COMMUNICATION฀FROM฀-ALCOLM�฀-ONTHS฀LATER�฀ON฀!UGUST฀��฀�����฀AT฀
NIGHT�฀)฀OPENED฀ANOTHER฀EMAIL฀FROM฀-ALCOLM�S฀STUDIO�฀4HE฀BODY฀OF฀THE฀
MESSAGE฀WAS฀BLANK฀BUT฀THE฀HEADING฀DISPLAYED฀lVE฀ATTACHMENTS฀READY฀FOR฀
REMOTE฀ACCESS�฀-Y฀lRST฀SIGHT฀OF฀THE฀COLLAGES฀n฀MY฀SECOND
SIGHT฀OF฀A฀FEW฀
RANDOM฀PAGES฀OF฀/PEN฀&OLIOS฀n฀CAME฀THROUGH฀A฀SCREEN฀DARKLY�
/F฀THE฀IMAGES฀n฀STILL฀THEN฀WORKS
IN
PROGRESS฀n฀THAT฀mOATED฀IN฀THE฀NIGHT฀

SKY฀OF฀MY฀COMPUTER฀SCREEN�฀THREE฀FEATURED฀VINTAGE฀PHOTOGRAPHS�฀PERHAPS฀
FROM฀COLLODION฀WET฀PLATES�฀OF฀A฀WHITE฀ORB฀OR฀PLANET฀AT฀NIGHT�฀A฀FOURTH฀OFFERED฀
A฀CRUDE฀DRAWING฀FROM฀AN฀OLD฀ASTRONOMY฀PRIMER�฀AND฀THE฀lFTH�฀ANOTHER฀
PHOTOGRAPH�฀ THIS฀ONE฀WASHED฀ IN฀ SEPIA�฀ SHOWED฀WHAT฀APPEARED฀ TO฀BE฀A฀
TELESCOPE฀IN฀AN฀EMPTY฀lELD�฀4HE฀STEREOSCOPIC฀RHYMING฀OF฀SEVERAL฀IMAGES฀
ACROSS฀THE฀COLLAGES฀SUGGESTED�฀FURTHERMORE�฀THEIR฀AWARENESS�฀PERHAPS฀EVEN฀
THEIR฀MEMORY�฀OF฀OTHERS�฀9ET฀EACH฀COLLAGE฀ALSO฀SEEMED฀TO฀BE฀SURROUNDED฀
BY฀A฀STRANGE฀FORCE
lELD฀ISOLATING฀IT฀WITHIN฀A฀DISCRETE฀MOMENT�฀&ROM฀UNDER฀
VEILS฀OF฀THE฀THINNEST฀INTERLEAVES฀LAID฀OVER฀THE฀PHOTOGRAPHS�฀THE฀TYPED฀TRAN

SCRIPTS฀OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀MESSAGES฀APPEARED฀HERE฀TO฀EMANATE฀FROM฀A฀SPECTRAL฀
WORLD�฀4HE฀IMPRESSION฀COMMUNICATED฀WAS฀OF฀A฀RESONANT฀INTROSPECTION�฀
AN฀UNEARTHLY฀BEAUTY฀n฀ THE฀WORK�฀PERHAPS�฀OF฀ THE฀OPTICAL฀UNCONSCIOUS�

฀�
*ANET฀-ALCOLM�฀-ELBOURNE฀�FROM฀4HE฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON฀3ERIES	�฀�����฀0APER฀COLLAGE�฀
�฀X฀��฀���฀INCHES�฀"OOK3TEIN฀0ROJECTS�฀'ALLERY฀))�฀*ANUARY฀�฀n฀&EBRUARY฀��฀������

�฀*ANET฀-ALCOLM�S฀4HE฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON฀3ERIES฀WAS฀EXHIBITED฀AT฀THE฀,ORI฀"OOKSTEIN฀
&INE฀!RT฀'ALLERY�฀'ALLERY฀))�฀*ANUARY฀�฀n฀&EBRUARY฀��฀�����฀4HE฀COLLAGES฀ARE฀NOW฀PART฀OF฀
THE฀GALLERY�S฀ONLINE฀ARCHIVE฀@ http://www.booksteinprojects.com/archive/janet-malcom-

the-emily-dickinson-series?view=slider�฀3ELECTED฀LETTERS฀FROM฀OUR฀CORRESPONDENCE฀FROM฀THE฀
SUMMER฀AND฀FALL฀OF฀����฀WERE฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀'RANTA�฀4HE฀-AGAZINE฀FOR฀.EW฀7RITING�฀���฀
�7INTER฀����	�฀PP�฀���
����

-ARTA฀7ERNER



��

฀�
*ANET฀-ALCOLM�฀4HE฀0ERILS฀OF฀-AGIC฀�FROM฀4HE฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON฀3ERIES	�฀�����฀
0APER฀COLLAGE�฀�฀X฀��฀INCHES�฀"OOK3TEIN฀0ROJECTS�฀'ALLERY฀))�฀*ANUARY฀�฀n฀&EBRU

ARY฀��฀�����

฀��

*ANET฀-ALCOLM�฀%RMINE฀�FROM฀4HE฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON฀3ERIES	�฀�����฀0APER฀COLLAGE�฀฀
�฀X฀��฀���฀INCHES�฀"OOK3TEIN฀0ROJECTS�฀'ALLERY฀))�฀*ANUARY฀�฀n฀&EBRUARY฀��฀�����฀

/NLY฀AFTER฀)฀HAD฀STUDIED฀THE฀FAINT฀ARCHIVAL฀MARKINGS฀ON฀THE฀PHOTOGRAPHS฀
FOR฀A฀LONG฀TIME฀WAS฀)฀ABLE฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀THE฀RARE฀ASTRONOMICAL฀EVENT฀CAPTURED฀
BY฀THE฀CAMERA�฀THE฀TRANSIT฀OF฀6ENUS฀ACROSS฀THE฀SOLAR฀DISK฀ON฀�฀$ECEMBER฀
�����฀)N฀-ELBOURNE�฀!USTRALIA�฀THE฀LOCATION฀FROM฀WHICH฀THE฀PHOTOS฀WERE฀
TAKEN�฀EARLY฀RAIN฀MARRED฀THE฀DAY฀OF฀THE฀TRANSIT�฀BUT฀THE฀PLANET�S฀CROSSING฀
OF฀THE฀SUN฀COULD฀STILL฀BE฀OBSERVED฀UNTIL฀SHORTLY฀BEFORE฀LAST฀CONTACT�฀WHEN฀
CLOUDS฀ONCE฀AGAIN฀OBSCURED฀ THE฀ SKY�฀4HE฀ENTIRE฀ CROSSING�฀ FROM฀ INGRESS฀
EXTERIOR฀TO฀EGRESS฀EXTERIOR�฀SPANNED฀A฀LITTLE฀MORE฀THAN฀FOUR฀AND฀HALF฀HOURS�฀
WITH฀THE฀TRANSIT฀CENTER฀OCCURRING฀AT฀EXACTLY฀���������฀
7HILE฀6ENUS฀TRANSITS฀HAPPEN฀ONLY฀ONCE฀EVERY฀HUNDRED฀YEARS�฀THEY฀ALWAYS฀

OCCUR฀IN฀PAIRS�฀BETWEEN฀$ECEMBER฀OF฀����฀AND฀$ECEMBER฀OF฀�����฀6ENUS฀
COMPLETED฀ITS฀PENTAGONAL฀CYCLE�฀)N฀THE฀MYSTERIOUS฀SPACE
TIME฀OF฀THE฀TRAN
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SIT�฀STRANGE฀CROSSINGS฀AND฀RANDOM฀CONNECTIONS฀SEEM฀SUDDENLY฀POSSIBLE�฀
7AS฀IT฀COINCIDENCE฀THAT฀$AVID฀0ECK฀4ODD�฀THE฀-ASSACHUSETTS฀ASTRONOMER฀
MARRIED฀TO฀-ABEL฀,OOMIS฀4ODD�฀$ICKINSON�S฀lRST฀EDITOR�฀TOOK฀���฀PHO

TOGRAPHS฀AS฀THE฀����฀TRANSIT฀UNFOLDED฀ON฀$ECEMBER฀�฀UNDER฀NEAR฀PERFECT฀
SKIES�฀!ND฀WAS฀COINCIDENCE฀AT฀WORK฀AGAIN฀ON฀�฀$ECEMBER฀�����฀WHEN�฀JUST฀
TWO฀DAYS฀AFTER฀THE฀TRANSIT�S฀CONCLUSION�฀*UDGE฀/TIS฀,ORD฀FELL฀ILL�฀RESIGNED฀HIS฀
POSITION฀IN฀THE฀3UPERIOR฀#OURT�฀AND฀RETURNED฀HOME฀TO฀AWAIT฀HIS฀DEATH�฀
,IKE฀$AVID฀4ODD�S฀BEAUTIFUL฀GLASS฀NEGATIVES�฀STORED฀IN฀A฀MOUNTAIN฀VAULT฀
WHERE฀THEY฀LAY฀UNTOUCHED฀AND฀VIRTUALLY฀FORGOTTEN฀FOR฀A฀CENTURY�฀$ICKIN

SON�S฀ENIGMATIC฀MESSAGES฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀,ORD฀REMAINED฀UNDISCOVERED�฀
SAVED฀FROM฀THE฀GLARE฀OF฀PRINT฀UNTIL฀THE฀MIDDLE฀OF฀THE฀TWENTIETH฀CENTURY�฀
!T฀LAST�฀THE฀OTHER
WORLDLY฀BEAUTY฀OF฀-ALCOLM�S฀mUCTUANT฀MIRAGES฀ARISES฀

MOST฀OF฀ALL฀ FROM฀THEIR฀QUIET฀ INTUITION฀OF฀ENTROPY�฀4HE฀ORIGINAL฀PHOTO

GRAPHS฀OF฀ THE฀6ENUS฀ TRANSITS฀OF฀����฀ AND฀POSSIBLY฀�����฀ THE฀MESSAGES฀
THAT฀$ICKINSON฀MAY฀OR฀MAY฀NOT฀HAVE฀WRITTEN฀TO฀,ORD฀DURING฀THESE฀VERY฀฀
SAME฀YEARS�฀HAVE฀BOTH฀DRIFTED฀FROM฀THEIR฀ORBITS�฀INITIATING฀IN฀THEIR฀WAKES฀
STILL฀ FURTHER฀DRIFTS�฀ THE฀DRIFTING฀OF฀ LOVER฀AND฀BELOVED�฀THE฀LOOSENING฀OF฀
TIES฀BETWEEN฀WRITER฀AND฀READER�฀THE฀LETTING฀GO฀OF฀WORDS฀SO฀THEY฀MAY฀ROW฀
FAR฀OUT฀ON฀THE฀ECLEPTIC฀OF฀THEIR฀OWN฀LONGINGS�฀RETURNING฀TO฀US�฀IF฀EVER�฀AS฀
DARK฀ALPHABETS฀OF฀ENERGY�฀AS฀GLITTERING�฀ATONAL฀STARS�฀
4HE฀LAST฀IMAGE฀)฀OPENED฀ON฀!UGUST฀��฀����฀WAS฀AN฀IMAGE฀OF฀A฀TELE


SCOPE฀POSED฀EERILY฀LIKE฀A฀PERSON฀BOTH฀SCANNING฀THE฀EMPTINESS฀OF฀THE฀DAY

LIT฀SKY฀AND฀GAZING฀BACK฀AT฀US�฀4HIS฀STRANGE฀AND฀LONELY฀INSTRUMENT฀FOR฀
SEEING฀INTO฀THE฀DISTANCE฀n฀IT฀IS�฀IN฀FACT�฀A฀PHOTOHELIOGRAPH฀n฀APPEARS฀TO฀
HAVE฀CRASHED฀INTO฀THE฀EARTH฀FROM฀THE฀FUTURE�฀"ELONGING฀AT฀ONCE฀TO฀THE฀
PAST฀AND฀THE฀YET฀TO฀COME�฀IT฀REMINDS฀US฀OF฀OUR฀AGE
OLD฀DESIRE฀TO฀SEE฀INTO฀A฀
HIDDEN฀WORLD฀BEYOND฀US�฀OF฀OUR฀ETERNALLY฀UNFULlLLED฀WISH฀TO฀ENCOUNTER฀
THE฀STILL฀MORE฀INlNITELY฀HIDDEN฀WITHIN฀OURSELVES�฀

฀��

*ANET฀-ALCOLM�฀4HE฀SUMMER฀THAT฀WE฀DID฀NOT฀PRIZE฀�FROM฀4HE฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON฀
3ERIES	�฀�����฀0APER฀COLLAGE�฀�฀X฀��฀INCHES�฀"OOK3TEIN฀0ROJECTS�฀'ALLERY฀))�฀*ANU

ARY฀�฀n฀&EBRUARY฀��฀�����
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4HE฀INVITATION฀TO฀THINK฀ABOUT฀CURATION฀ALLOWED฀ME฀TO฀RECALL฀THIS฀EXPERI

ENCE฀AGAIN฀AND฀TO฀SEE฀ITS฀SIGNIlCANCE�฀7HAT฀HAD฀-ALCOLM฀WROUGHT�฀7ERE฀
HER฀COLLAGES�฀AS฀ONE฀READER฀OF฀THIS฀ESSAY฀HAS฀SUGGESTED฀TO฀ME�฀A฀MATERI

ALISED฀FORM฀OF฀RECEPTION฀THAT฀ALLOWS฀US฀TO฀ENCOUNTER฀ANEW฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀
WORKS฀THAT฀WERE฀THEIR฀INSPIRATION�฀)฀BELIEVE฀THEY฀ARE�฀*UST฀AS฀EVERY฀ACT฀OF฀
CONVERSION฀MUST฀INVOLVE฀A฀iMYSTERIOUS฀LEAP฀OF฀LOVEw฀�(OWE฀����฀P�฀��	�฀
SO฀THROUGH฀-ALCOLM�S฀TEXTUAL
GRAPHIC฀AGENCY฀HER฀COLLAGES฀GIVE฀US฀A฀VIEW฀
OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀MESSAGES฀FROM฀SOMEWHERE฀ELSE฀n฀SOMEWHERE฀LIGHTYEARS฀
AWAY฀YET฀ALSO฀SOMEWHERE฀VERY฀CLOSE�฀i)CH฀FUHLE฀,UFT฀AUS฀ANDEREN฀0LAN

ENTENw�฀i)฀FEEL฀AIR฀FROM฀OTHER฀PLANETSw�฀WROTE฀3TEFAN฀'EORGES฀IN฀HIS฀POEM฀
2APTURE�฀)N฀*ANET฀-ALCOLM�S฀RENDERING฀OF฀/PEN฀&OLIOS�฀THE฀CONTENTS฀AS฀)฀
HAD฀ASSEMBLED฀AND฀ FASTENED฀ THEM฀ IN฀AN฀ARGUMENT฀ ANCHORED฀BETWEEN฀
BLACK฀CASINGS�฀AND฀AS฀OTHERS฀BEFORE฀ME฀HAD฀CATALOGUED�฀EDITED�฀AND฀IN฀ALL฀
MANNER฀OF฀WAYS฀BOUND฀THEM�฀WERE฀ALMOST฀FREE฀AGAIN�฀PART฀AND฀PARCEL฀OF฀
THE฀ SCATTERED�฀UNAUTHORIZED฀ESTATE฀$ICKINSON฀ LEFT฀ TO฀CHANCE฀UNDER฀ THE฀
OPEN฀SKY฀OF฀THE฀��TH฀CENTURY�฀i4HE฀4WILIGHT฀SAYS฀\฀TO฀THE฀4URRET฀\฀IF฀YOU฀
WANT฀\฀AN฀%XISTENCEw฀�!฀���A	�฀
7E฀n฀ A฀@7E�฀ THAT฀ INCLUDES฀ AUTHORS�฀ ARTISTS�฀ EDITORS฀ AND฀ CURATORS฀n฀

KNOW฀NOT฀WHAT฀ENDS฀OUR฀WORK฀WILL฀COME฀TO฀n฀OR฀WHEN฀IT฀WILL฀STOP฀BEING฀
@OURS�฀AT฀ALL�

)))�฀(OW฀WOULD฀YOU฀DElNE฀YOUR฀OWN฀CURATORIAL฀POETICS�฀
)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀WHAT฀CRITICAL฀AND฀�฀OR฀CREATIVE฀PRINCIPLES฀UNDERLIE฀

OR฀INFORM฀YOUR฀WORK฀AS฀A฀CURATOR�฀$O฀YOU฀SEE฀YOUR฀POETICS฀
IN฀CONTRAST฀OR฀DISTINCTION฀TO฀OTHERS�

)฀ALLIED฀MYSELF฀WITH฀THE฀lGURE฀OF฀THE฀CURATOR฀IN฀THE฀MOMENT฀WHEN฀MY฀
AFlLIATION฀WITH฀THE฀lGURE฀OF฀THE฀EDITOR฀NO฀LONGER฀SEEMED฀lTTING฀OR฀JUS

TIlABLE�฀9ET฀THE฀EPITHET฀OF฀@EDITOR�฀HAS฀FOLLOWED฀ME�฀NONETHELESS�฀EVEN฀
TO฀THIS฀VERY฀MOMENT�฀SO฀PERHAPS฀)฀MUST฀CONSIDER฀MY฀TRANSFORMATION฀
INCOMPLETE���฀
/F฀COURSE�฀THE฀CURATOR฀AND฀THE฀EDITOR฀SHARE฀MANY฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀RESPON


SIBILITIES�฀BOTH฀MAY฀BE฀SAID฀TO฀COLLECT�฀EXHIBIT�฀INTERPRET�฀AND฀EVEN฀PRO

TECT฀OBJECTS฀OF฀HISTORICAL฀AND฀AESTHETIC฀ IMPORTANCE�฀AND฀BOTH฀ALMOST฀
ALWAYS฀HAVE฀A฀SENSE฀OF฀CONNECTION฀TO฀THE฀BEAUTY฀AND฀CURRENT฀OF฀HISTORY฀
EXPRESSED฀THROUGH฀THOSE฀OBJECTS�฀"UT฀THERE฀ARE฀PERSPECTIVAL฀DIFFERENCES฀
BETWEEN฀CURATING฀AND฀EDITING฀THAT฀ARE฀PERHAPS฀ INHERENT฀ IN฀THEIR฀ETY

MOLOGICAL฀ORIGINS�฀)N฀PROPOSING฀THIS฀CONVERSATION฀ON฀CURATION�฀*AMES฀
-AYNARD฀DREW฀OUR฀ ATTENTION฀ TO฀ THE฀,ATIN฀ ROOTS฀OF฀ THE฀WORD฀@CURATE��฀

4HE฀4EXTUAL฀3CHOLAR฀AS฀#URATOR฀NOT฀%DITOR
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MEANING฀@TO฀ CARE฀ FOR��฀7HEN฀ )฀ SEARCH฀OUT฀ THE฀ ROOTS฀OF฀ THE฀WORD฀@EDIT��฀
ALSO฀,ATIN฀ROOTS�฀)฀lND฀A฀DIFFERENT฀MEANING�฀@TO฀PUT฀FORTH��฀!ND฀IF฀)฀AM฀
PERMITTED฀TO฀PROCEED฀ASSOCIATIVELY�฀)฀CAN฀SAY฀THAT฀A฀SENSE฀OF฀FORCEFULNESS฀
ATTACHES฀ TO฀ THE฀ACTION฀OF฀ THIS฀@PUTTING฀ FORTH��฀MOREOVER�฀ THE฀EMPHASIS฀
SUGGESTED฀IN฀THE฀ETYMOLOGY�฀WHILE฀PARTLY฀ON฀THE฀OBJECT฀PUBLISHED฀TO฀THE฀
WORLD�฀IS฀LARGELY฀TRANSFERRED฀TO฀THE฀SUBJECT฀WHOSE฀FORCEFULNESS฀n฀POWER�฀
PERSISTENCE�฀OFTEN฀ACADEMIC฀ STATUS฀n฀HAS฀BROUGHT฀ THAT฀OBJECT฀ TO฀ LIGHT�฀
#ONSIDER฀THE฀REVERSAL฀OF฀THE฀PLACES฀OF฀OBJECT฀AND฀SUBJECT฀IMPLICIT฀IN฀ONE฀
DElNITION฀ IN฀ THE฀/%$฀OF฀@EDIT��฀i4O฀PREPARE฀AN฀EDITION฀OF฀ �A฀ LITERARY฀
WORK฀OR฀WORKS฀BY฀AN฀EARLIER฀AUTHOR	�฀SO฀WITH฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀THE฀AUTHOR฀
AS฀OBJECT฀;MY฀EMPHASIS=฀@TO฀EDIT฀(ORACE�฀3HAKESPEARE�฀ETC�w�฀(ERE฀THE฀
PRIME฀ACTOR฀IN฀THE฀SCENE฀IS฀THE฀EDITOR�฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀ALONE฀HAS฀AGENCY�฀WHILE฀
THE฀OBJECT฀EDITED฀IS฀MOTIONLESS�฀INERT�฀
"UT฀ENOUGH�฀ )฀HAVE฀NO฀WISH฀ TO฀DISPARAGE฀EDITORS�฀4HEY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀฀

MY฀MOST฀ENCOURAGING฀COMPANY�฀AMONG฀THEM�฀)฀lND฀DEAR฀FRIENDS฀AND฀MY฀฀
MOST฀BELOVED฀COMPANION�฀!ND฀WHO฀AMONG฀US฀IS฀NOT฀GRATEFUL฀FOR฀THEIR฀
LABOR฀AND฀FOR฀ALL฀THEY฀HAVE฀SALVAGED฀FOR฀US฀FROM฀THE฀TIME฀OF฀ANTIQUITY฀TO฀
THE฀EDGES฀OF฀THE฀��ST฀CENTURY�฀4HE฀BEST฀OF฀THEM฀DO฀NOT฀ONLY฀BRING฀ORDER฀
TO฀THE฀TEXTUAL฀OBJECTS฀BEFORE฀THEM�฀BUT฀A฀STILL฀GREATER฀MEASURE฀OF฀WONDER�฀
&OR฀ THOSE฀EDITORS�฀MOREOVER�฀WHOSE฀PROVINCE฀ IS฀ THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀n฀ THAT฀
STONE�฀CLAY�฀WAX�฀SKIN�฀BARK�฀METAL�฀CLOTH�฀OR฀PAPER฀INTERMEDIARY฀BETWEEN฀
AUTHOR฀AND฀READER฀n฀THE฀lRST฀ORIENTATION฀TO฀THE฀TEXT฀IS฀TO฀ITS฀BODY�฀4HEY฀
ARE฀ATTUNED฀TO฀ITS฀WEIGHT�฀AND฀TO฀WHERE฀IT฀HAS฀BEEN฀WORN฀THIN�฀THEY฀SEE฀
HOW฀TIME฀AND฀THE฀ELEMENTS฀HAVE฀FADED฀OR฀DARKENED฀IT�฀THEY฀SEE฀WHAT฀
DAMAGES฀IT฀HAS฀SUFFERED�฀7HO฀CAN฀BLAME฀THEM฀FOR฀STRIVING฀TO฀IMAGINE฀IT฀
IN฀ITS฀ORIGINAL�฀UNDAMAGED฀CONDITION�฀OR฀EVEN฀FOR฀TRYING฀AGAINST฀ALL฀ODDS฀
TO฀RESTORE฀THE฀TEXT฀TO฀A฀MORE฀PERFECT฀STATE��

)฀ REMEMBER฀BEING฀PALPABLY฀ STRUCK฀BY฀A฀MODERN฀ FACSIMILE฀EDITION฀
OF฀ THE฀"ODLEIAN฀MANUSCRIPT฀OF฀(ERBERT�S฀4HE฀4EMPLE฀MADE฀AT฀,ITTLE฀
'IDDING฀IN฀THE฀MONTHS฀AFTER฀(ERBERT�S฀DEATH฀IN฀�����฀)N฀THIS฀CASE�฀THE฀

�฀!N฀ANONYMOUS฀READER฀OF฀THIS฀ESSAY฀INSIGHTFULLY฀OBSERVED฀THAT฀WHILE฀THE฀DISTINCTION฀
BETWEEN฀EDITING฀AND฀CURATING฀STILL฀HOLDS�฀ALL฀EDITIONS฀n฀WHETHER฀VARIORUM�฀HISTORICAL
CRIT

ICAL�฀OR฀CRITICAL
SCHOLARLY฀n฀MIGHT฀BE฀IMAGINED฀AS฀@RECORDS฀OF฀CURATION��฀THAT฀IS�฀AS฀RECORDS฀
OF฀iSEQUENCES฀OF฀ LETTER฀ FORMS฀EXHIBITING฀THE฀HISTORY฀BOTH฀OF฀ TEXTUAL฀DEVELOPMENT฀AND฀
DETERIORATIONw�฀-OREOVER�฀ THE฀DIVISION฀BETWEEN฀CURATING฀AND฀EDITING฀MIGHT฀BE฀UNDER

STOOD฀@TEMPORALLY��฀AS฀SOMETHING฀THAT฀IS฀NOT฀A฀PRIORE�฀AND฀ALSO฀NOT฀THERE฀FROM฀THE฀BEGIN

NING�฀BUT฀RATHER฀SOMETHING฀THAT฀OCCURS฀AT฀A฀MOMENT฀IN฀THE฀CROSSING฀BETWEEN฀THE฀PRE

EDITORIAL฀STAGE฀OF฀@CARING�฀FOR฀THE฀MATERIAL฀DOCUMENTS฀n฀SEARCHING฀FOR฀THEM�฀TRACING฀THEIR฀
LIVES฀n฀AND฀THE฀EDITORIAL฀STAGE฀OF฀@PUTTING฀FORTH�฀A฀lNAL฀TEXT�฀OFTEN฀UNDER฀EXTERNAL฀PRES

SURE฀OF฀DEADLINES�
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EDITOR�S฀MOST฀MOVING฀COMMENTARY฀WAS฀HIS฀RIGOROUS฀AND฀AUSTERE฀TRAN

SCRIPTION฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT�฀PAGE฀BY฀PAGE�฀RENDERING฀PRECISELY฀NOT฀JUST฀
(ERBERT�S฀SPELLING฀AND฀PUNCTUATION�฀BUT฀ALSO฀THE฀VISUAL฀DYNAMICS฀n฀THE฀
SPECIAL฀CHARACTERS�฀THE฀CORRECTIONS฀AND฀INSERTIONS�฀AND฀ALL฀THE฀GRAPHIC฀
DISTURBANCES฀ON฀THE฀PAGE�฀4O฀TRANSCRIBE฀A฀MANUSCRIPT฀IS฀TO฀ENTER฀INTO฀A฀
RELATION฀WITH฀IT฀AS฀WITH฀THE฀@OTHER��฀)F฀THE฀TRANSCRIPTION฀ISSUES฀FROM฀A฀WILL฀
TO฀POWER�฀IT฀WILL฀OVERWHELM฀THE฀ORIGINAL�฀DARKENING฀AND฀lNALLY฀COVERING฀
IT�฀)F฀THE฀TRANSCRIPTION฀PROCEEDS�฀RATHER�฀FROM฀AN฀ACCEPTANCE฀THAT฀MASTERY฀
OF฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀IS฀NEITHER฀POSSIBLE฀NOR฀DESIRABLE�฀IT฀WILL฀STAY฀WITH฀IT฀AS฀FAR฀
AS฀ IT฀CAN฀BEFORE฀AT฀ LAST฀PARTING฀ FROM฀IT�฀ LETTING฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀GO฀ON�฀AND฀
GOING฀ON฀ITSELF฀INTO฀A฀DIFFERENT฀FUTURE�฀)N฀THE฀lRST฀CASE�฀THE฀TRANSCRIPTION฀
OPERATES฀AS฀A฀DANGEROUS฀AND฀DISTORTING฀REVENANT�฀IN฀THE฀SECOND฀CASE�฀IT฀
PERFORMS฀AS฀A฀MORTAL฀COMPANION�฀AWARE฀OF฀THE฀CONTINGENCY฀AND฀lNITE

NESS฀OF฀ALL฀ RELATIONS฀ IN฀ THIS฀WORLDLY฀ REALM�฀(ERE�฀ THE฀PRIVATE฀CONSIDER

ATION฀(ERBERT฀WISHES฀TO฀GIVE฀TO฀THE฀READERS฀OF฀HIS฀MANUSCRIPT฀PERSISTS฀IN฀
THE฀FACSIMILE฀EDITION�฀&OR฀THOUGH฀THIS฀CONTEMPORARY฀EDITION฀CIRCULATES฀
FAR฀BEYOND฀THE฀INTIMATE฀SANCTUARY฀OF฀,ITTLE฀'IDDING�฀IT฀STILL฀FUNCTIONS฀AS฀A฀
DEVOTIONAL฀OBJECT฀THAT฀MUST฀BE฀CLUTCHED฀BY฀THE฀SOLITARY฀READER฀WHO฀FEELS฀
ITS฀ INTERIORITY฀MOST฀ FULLY฀ONLY฀WHEN฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀HOLDS฀ IT฀CLOSE
UP�฀7HAT฀
HAS฀MISTAKENLY฀BEEN฀LABELED฀@FETISHISM�฀BY฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAVE฀NEVER฀WORKED฀
CLOSELY฀WITH฀MANUSCRIPTS฀IS�฀RATHER�฀@CARE��฀

฀��

%ASTER฀7INGS�฀7ILLIAMS฀-3�฀*ONES฀"���฀��V
��R�
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7HAT�S฀IN฀A฀NAME�฀)฀WOULD฀CALL฀THIS฀EDITOR฀OF฀(ERBERT฀n฀AND฀ALL฀EDITORS฀
WHOSE฀ORIENTATION฀TO฀EDITING฀IS฀COMPELLED฀PRIMARILY฀BY฀A฀VISION฀OF฀THE฀
TEXT฀AS฀EMBODIED฀n฀CURATORS��฀

+EEPING฀IN฀MIND฀THE฀,ATIN฀ROOT฀OF฀THE฀WORD�฀
WHAT฀DOES฀IT฀MEAN฀@TO฀CARE฀FOR�฀A฀BOOK�฀A฀TEXT�฀A฀MANUSCRIPT�฀

OR฀AN฀ARCHIVE�

)N฀A฀BOOK฀CALLED฀)N฀THE฀6INEYARD฀OF฀THE฀4EXT�฀!฀#OMMENTARY฀TO฀(UGH�S฀
$IDASCALICON�฀)VAN฀)LLICH฀OFFERS฀A฀RAVISHING฀DESCRIPTION฀OF฀CURATION฀AS฀
CARE�฀i"Y฀ THE฀ TIME฀OF฀(UGH฀;OF฀3T�฀6ICTOR=฀ �CA�฀����
����	�฀WESTERN฀
MONASTICISM฀HAD฀BEEN฀GUIDED฀FOR฀OVER฀lVE฀HUNDRED฀YEARS฀BY฀THE฀2ULE฀
OF฀3T�฀"ENEDICT�฀4HIS฀2ULE�฀STILL฀FOLLOWED฀TODAY�฀DEMANDS฀THAT฀THE฀MONKS฀
GET฀UP฀AFTER฀MIDNIGHT฀FOR฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀FULL฀HOUR฀OF฀PRAYER�฀4HE฀RULES฀OF฀
3T�฀6ICTOR฀IN฀THEIR฀TWENTY
EIGHTH฀CHAPTER฀ASSIGN฀TO฀THE฀BOOK�฀IN฀PERSONA�฀
THE฀ TASK฀OF฀AWAKENING฀THE฀MONKS�฀%VEN฀SMALL฀DETAILS฀OF฀ THE฀CEREMONY฀
ARE฀SPELLED฀OUT฀IN฀THIS฀CHAPTER�฀!T฀THE฀APPOINTED฀HOUR�฀PRECEDED฀BY฀TWO฀
CANDLES�฀THE฀BOOK฀IS฀CARRIED฀THROUGH฀THE฀DORMITORIES�฀(E฀WHO฀CARRIES฀IT฀
MUST฀NOT฀LAZILY฀PUSH฀AGAINST฀THE฀HEAVY฀VOLUME฀WITH฀HIS฀HEAD�฀NOR฀CRADLE฀
IT฀NEGLIGENTLY฀IN฀HIS฀OUTSTRETCHED฀ARMS�฀HE฀SHOULD฀PROCEED฀WITH฀GREAT฀
DIGNITY�฀ LETTING฀THE฀BOOK�S฀UPPER฀EDGE฀REST฀ON฀HIS฀CHEST�฀!T฀EACH฀TURN฀
THE฀MONKS฀IN฀THE฀SMALL฀PROCESSION฀SING฀@"ENEDICAMUS฀DOMINO��฀AND฀THE฀
SLEEPING฀NOVICES�฀AT฀ THE฀VERY฀MOMENT฀OF฀WAKING�฀WILL฀ STUMBLE฀OR฀ STEP฀
INTO฀THE฀WORLD฀OF฀,ATIN฀WITH฀THIS฀ANSWER�฀@$EO฀GRATIAS��฀%VEN฀BROTHERS฀
WHO฀ARE฀SICK�฀AND฀ARE฀NOT฀COMPELLED฀TO฀RISE�฀SHOULD฀BE฀GENTLY฀NUDGED฀TO฀
ACKNOWLEDGE฀THE฀NOCTURNAL฀VISIT฀OF฀THE฀BOOK�฀!FTER฀FASTENING฀THEIR฀BELTS�฀
THE฀MONKS฀WILL฀ASSEMBLE฀IN฀THE฀DARKNESS฀OF฀THE฀CHOIR�฀4HE฀BOOK฀IS฀PLACED฀
ON฀THE฀LECTERN฀IN฀THE฀MIDDLE฀OF฀THE฀NAVE�฀/NE฀CANDLE฀IS฀LIGHTED฀IN฀FRONT฀
OF฀ITw฀�)LLICH฀����฀PP�฀��
��	�

�฀)T฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀NOTE฀HERE฀ANOTHER฀(ERBERT฀EDITOR฀n฀2ANDALL฀-C,EOD฀n฀WHOSE฀
EXTRAORDINARY฀MEDITATIONS฀ON฀%ASTER
7INGS฀IN฀hFIAT฀FLUXv฀�#RISIS฀IN฀%DITING�฀4EXTS฀OF฀THE฀
%NGLISH฀2ENAISSANCE�฀EDITED฀BY฀2�฀-C,EOD�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀!-3�฀�����฀PP�฀��
���	฀ARE฀ANOTHER฀
INSPIRATION฀FOR฀MY฀THINKING฀ABOUT฀EDITING฀AS฀CURATION�

-ARTA฀7ERNER
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4HE฀2ULE฀OF฀3T�฀6ICTOR�฀�https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_of_Saint_Victor#/

media/File:Hugostv.jpg	

!S฀A฀MEDIEVALIST฀)฀KNOW�฀REMINDS฀ME�฀IN฀A฀QUICK฀CORRECTION฀OF฀)LLICH�฀
THE฀MONKS฀WOULDN�T฀HAVE฀@STEPPED฀INTO�฀THE฀WORLD฀OF฀,ATIN�฀THEY฀LIVED฀IN฀
IT�฀NIGHT฀AND฀DAY�฀4HE฀MANY฀ELEMENTS฀OF฀THE฀RITUAL�฀INCLUDING฀THE฀SING

ING฀OR฀CHANTING฀IN฀,ATIN�฀THE฀LIGHTING฀OF฀A฀SPECIlED฀NUMBER฀OF฀CANDLES�฀฀
THE฀CONTINUAL฀AND฀DIGNIlED฀CIRCULATION฀OF฀THE฀2ULE฀OF฀3T�฀6ICTOR฀AMONG฀THE฀฀
BRETHREN฀FOR฀THE฀DURATION฀OF฀THE฀SERVICE�฀AFlRM฀AN฀EXPERIENCE฀OF฀THE฀2ULE฀
AS฀AN฀OBJECT฀OF฀VENERATION�฀4HE฀MANUSCRIPT฀IS฀NOT฀AN฀ORDINARY฀OBJECT�฀!S฀
MY฀MEDIEVALIST฀ FURTHER฀OBSERVES�฀WHAT฀ )LLICH฀DOES฀NOT฀MENTION฀ IS฀ALSO฀
NOTEWORTHY�฀THE฀2ULE฀IS฀OPENED฀ON฀A฀LECTERN฀TO฀DISPLAY฀A฀SINGLE฀PAGE�฀
PERHAPS฀THE฀FOCAL฀TEXT฀OF฀THE฀CEREMONY�฀7HEN฀THE฀mAME฀OF฀THE฀CANDLE฀
PLACED฀IN฀FRONT฀OF฀IT฀BURNS�฀IT฀PARTLY฀BLOCKS฀OR฀DISTORTS฀THE฀TEXT�฀WHICH฀

�฀(�฀7AYNE฀3TOREY�฀lLOLOGO฀MIO�฀EDITOR฀OF฀0ETRARCHIVE�฀AND฀AUTHOR�EDITOR฀OF฀MANY฀WORKS฀
ON฀MEDIEVAL฀)TALIAN฀LITERATURE฀AND฀VISUAL฀POETICS฀INCLUDING฀4RANSCRIPTION฀AND฀6ISUAL฀0OETICS฀
IN฀THE฀%ARLY฀)TALIAN฀,YRIC฀�'ARLAND฀0RESS�฀����	�฀$ANTE฀FOR฀THE฀.EW฀-ILLENNIUM฀�&ORDHAM฀
5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀����	�฀AND฀0ETRARCH฀AND฀THE฀4EXTUAL฀/RIGINS฀OF฀)NTERPRETATION฀�"RILL�฀����	�
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LYING฀SO฀DEEP฀IN฀THE฀MEMORY฀NEED฀NO฀LONGER฀BE฀READ฀AT฀ALL�฀WHILE฀SIMUL

TANEOUSLY฀CATCHING฀AND฀IGNITING฀THE฀LUMINOUS฀COLORS฀n฀THE฀LAPIS฀LAZULI�฀
VERMILLION�฀AND฀GOLD
LEAF฀n฀OF฀THE฀ILLUMINATED฀LETTERS�฀)N฀THIS฀MOMENT�฀
THE฀VISUAL฀APPEARANCE฀OF฀ THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀ SO฀OFTEN฀OVERLOOKED฀ IN฀ FAVOR฀฀
OF฀ITS฀LINGUISTIC฀CONTENT�฀REASSERTS฀ITS฀ICONIC฀FORCE�฀&ROM฀THE฀PERSPECTIVE฀OF฀฀
THE฀MEDIEVAL฀WITNESS�฀MOREOVER�฀ THE฀ LIGHT฀ IN฀ THE฀DARKNESS฀WOULD฀HAVE฀
SEEMED฀TO฀BE฀EMITTED฀FROM฀THE฀PAGE฀ITSELF�
!LTHOUGH฀THE฀NIGHTLY฀PROCESSION฀OF฀4HE฀2ULE฀THROUGH฀THE฀HALLS฀OF฀A฀

MEDIEVAL฀MONASTERY฀MAY฀NOT฀LITERALLY฀BE฀THE฀lRST฀INSTANCE฀OF฀THE฀MANU

SCRIPT฀AS฀EXHIBIT�฀IT฀STRIKES฀ME฀AS฀AN฀ESPECIALLY฀COMPELLING฀ILLUSTRATION฀OF฀
CURATION฀AS฀THE฀CROSSING฀OF฀THE฀BOUNDARIES฀BETWEEN฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀AS฀
AN฀OBJECT฀OF฀READING฀AND฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀AS฀A฀SUBJECT฀OF฀VIEWING�฀AS฀WELL฀
AS฀OF฀A฀SEARCHING฀OF฀THE฀RELATIONS฀AMONG฀MEMORY�฀THE฀MATERIAL�฀AND฀THE฀
IMMATERIAL��฀

#ODA

4HESE฀MEDITATIONS฀ON฀EDITING฀AS฀ CURATION฀BEGAN฀ IN฀ THE฀ SPACE฀OF฀ONE฀
ARCHIVE�฀IT฀IS฀THUS฀lTTING฀THAT฀THEY฀SHOULD฀END฀IN฀THE฀SPACE฀OF฀ANOTHER�฀
2ECENTLY�฀COMPELLING฀QUESTIONS฀ON฀THE฀RELATIONSHIP฀OF฀CURATION฀AND฀CARE฀
IN฀THE฀��ST฀CENTURY฀HAVE฀DRIFTED฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀DIGITAL฀ARCHIVE�฀)N฀A฀TINY�฀JEWEL

LIKE฀ESSAY฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀$EBATES฀IN฀THE฀$IGITAL฀(UMANITIES�฀3TEVEN฀*�฀*ACK

SON฀ASKS�฀i7HAT฀DOES฀IT฀MEAN฀TO฀CARE฀FOR฀THINGS฀AND฀NOT฀JUST฀PEOPLE�w฀
AND฀i(OW฀CAN฀WE฀CARE฀FOR฀THINGS฀AS฀THINGS�฀AND฀NOT฀FOR฀THE฀REFRACTED฀฀
GLOW฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀THAT฀WE฀PERCEIVE฀IN฀THEM�w฀�*ACKSON฀����฀P�฀���	�฀฀
!ND฀ IN฀AN฀ESSAY฀ IN฀ THE฀SAME฀VOLUME฀"ETHANY฀.OWVISKIE฀CALLS฀ FOR฀AN฀
iAPPRECIATION฀OF฀;THE=฀CONTEXT�฀INTERDEPENDENCE�฀AND฀VULNERABILITY฀OF฀฀
FRAGILE�฀EARTHLY฀THINGS฀AND฀THEIR฀INTERRELATIONSHIPSw฀�.OWVISKIE฀����฀P�฀���	�฀฀
4HESE฀QUESTIONS฀ALSO฀ SEEM฀TO฀BE฀AT฀ THE฀HEART฀OF฀ THE฀WORK฀OF฀A฀ SMALL฀฀
GROUP฀OF฀SCHOLARS฀AT฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀6ICTORIA฀WHO฀ARE฀THINKING฀ABOUT฀
HOW฀TO฀CARE฀FOR฀PROTEAN฀AND฀DYNAMIC฀DIGITAL฀PROJECTS฀IN฀AN฀AGE฀WHEN฀OUR฀

�฀2EADERS฀MAY฀lND฀JARRING฀THE฀OBJECT฀LESSONS฀IN฀CURATION฀)฀HAVE฀OFFERED฀HERE�฀9ET฀WHILE฀
-ALCOLM�S฀DESTRUCTIVE฀APPROPRIATION฀AND฀HAUNTINGLY฀BEAUTIFUL฀TRANSFORMATION฀OF฀A฀PRO

FANE฀EDITION฀OF฀$ICKINSON�S฀WRITINGS฀AND฀THE฀MEDIEVAL฀MONKS�฀DEVOTED฀VENERATION฀AND฀
COMMUNAL฀CONSERVATION฀OF฀A฀SACRED฀BOOK฀ARE฀INDEED฀ACTS฀OF฀RADICALLY฀DIFFERENT฀ORDERS�฀
)฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀BOTH฀MAY฀ALSO฀BE฀RECONCILED฀AS฀SPECIES฀OF฀MATERIAL฀CARE�฀4HE฀ARTIST฀AND฀THE฀
RELIGIOUS฀BOTH฀CLAIM฀AN฀AFFECTIVE฀ATTACHMENT฀TO฀THE฀MATERIAL฀OBJECT�S	฀THEY฀TOUCH�฀BOTH�฀
MOREOVER�฀CARE฀FOR฀THE฀MATERIAL฀OBJECT�S	฀IN฀WAYS฀THAT฀DO฀NOT฀REQUIRE฀THE฀ABOLITION฀OF฀ITS฀
�THEIR	฀OTHERNESS฀BUT฀ACCEPT฀n฀EVEN฀INVITE฀n฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀THAT฀THE฀OBJECTS฀THEMSELVES฀
HAVE฀VITALITY฀AND฀AGENCY�

-ARTA฀7ERNER
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PRODUCTION฀OF฀DIGITAL฀OBJECTS฀FAR฀OUTPACES฀OUR฀CAPACITY฀TO฀PRESERVE฀THEM฀
FOR฀THE฀FUTURE�฀4HEIR฀PROJECT�฀CALLED฀4HE฀%NDINGS฀0ROJECT�฀REMINDS฀US฀THAT฀
CARE฀IS฀NOT฀ONLY฀ABOUT฀ATTENDING฀TO฀THE฀REPAIR฀AND฀PRESERVATION฀OF฀THINGS�฀
BUT฀ALSO฀ABOUT฀ATTENDING฀TO฀THEM฀IN฀THEIR฀DEPARTURES฀AND฀VANISHINGS�฀
7HILE฀THE฀@DIGITAL฀DARK฀AGE�฀IS฀ONE฀HORIZON฀OF฀OUR฀PRESENT฀THINKING฀ABOUT฀
CURATION�฀ THE฀!NTHROPOCENE฀ IS฀ANOTHER�฀ FAR฀VASTER฀ONE�฀(OW฀MIGHT฀WE฀
ADMIT฀THE฀FORCES฀OF฀TIME฀n฀OUR฀DARK�฀LOVELY฀COMPANION฀n฀INTO฀THE฀CABINET฀
OF฀CURIOSITIES฀SO฀THAT฀WE฀MIGHT฀SENSE฀n฀SEE�฀HEAR�฀@FEEL�฀n฀ITS฀SMOOTHING฀
AND฀EVENTUAL฀WEARING฀AWAY฀OF฀THE฀OBJECTS฀FEATURED฀AND฀OF฀OUR฀DESIRE฀FOR฀
THEM�฀)F฀WE฀LET฀TIME฀SWIRL฀AROUND฀IN฀THE฀ARCHIVE�฀MIGHT฀THE฀ARCHIVE฀ITSELF฀
EXPONENTIALLY฀EXPAND�฀REVEALING฀OUR฀WHOLE฀FRAGILE฀PLANET฀AS฀AN฀EXHIBI

TION฀BACKLIT฀BY฀THE฀SUN�฀THE฀MOON�฀AND฀THE฀STARS�

&ROM฀WHAT฀SOURCES฀n฀CANONICAL฀OR฀OTHERWISE฀n฀DO฀YOU฀
DERIVE฀YOUR฀THINKING฀ABOUT฀CURATING�

!฀SHORT�฀IDIOSYNCRATIC�฀AND฀VERY฀FRAGMENTARY฀BIBLIOGRAPHY฀OF฀MY฀SOURCES฀
INCLUDES฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀WORKS�

"ATTLES฀-�฀����฀�฀,IBRARY�฀!N฀ 5NQUIET฀ (ISTORY�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀7�7�฀.ORTON฀�฀
#OMPANY�

"ENJAMIN฀7�฀����฀�฀7ALTER฀"ENJAMIN�S฀!RCHIVE�฀)MAGES�฀4EXTS�฀3IGNS�฀,ONDON�฀
6ERSO�฀

"ERGER฀*�฀����฀�฀!BOUT฀,OOKING�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀6INTAGE฀"OOKS�
"ERVIN฀*�฀����฀�฀4HE฀$ICKINSON฀#OMPOSITES�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀'RANARY฀"OOKS�฀
"ULLOUGH฀%�฀����฀�฀i@0SYCHICAL฀$ISTANCE�฀AS฀A฀&ACTOR฀IN฀!RT฀AND฀AS฀AN฀!ESTHETIC฀
0RINCIPLEw�฀"RITISH฀*OURNAL฀OF฀0SYCHOLOGY�฀��฀PP�฀��
����

#ARSON฀!�฀ �EDITOR฀�฀ TRANSLATOR	฀����฀�฀ )F฀ .OT�฀7INTER�฀ &RAGMENTS฀ OF฀ 3APPHO�฀
.EW฀9ORK�฀6INTAGE฀"OOKS�฀

#ARSON฀!�฀����฀�฀.OX�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀.EW฀$IRECTIONS�฀
#LIFFORD฀*�฀����฀�฀4HE฀0REDICAMENT฀OF฀#ULTURE�฀4WENTIETH
#ENTURY฀,ITERATURE�฀

%THNOGRAPHY�฀AND฀!RT�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀(ARVARD฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�
$I฀#ESARE฀-�!�฀����฀�฀'EORGE฀(ERBERT฀THE฀4EMPLE�฀!฀$IPLOMATIC฀%DITION฀OF฀THE฀

"ODLEIAN฀-ANUSCRIPT�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀"INGHAMTON฀�-EDIEVAL฀AND฀2ENAISSANCE฀
4EXTS฀AND฀3TUDIES฀��	�

#ONTINI฀'�฀����฀�฀i2ICORDO฀DI฀*OSEPH฀"EDIERw�฀IN฀%SERCIZI฀DI฀LETTURA฀SOPRA฀AUTORI฀
CONTEMPORANEI฀CON฀UN�APPENDICE฀SU฀TESTI฀NON฀CONTEMPORANEI�฀4ORINO�฀%INAUDI�฀
PP�฀���
����

$UNCAN฀2�฀����฀�฀i!N฀%SSAY฀0REPARED฀FOR฀-!03฀�w�฀-!03�฀��฀PP�฀�
���
%LDER฀2�฀,฀����฀�฀,AST฀7ORDS฀OF฀THE฀%XECUTED�฀#HICAGO�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀#HICAGO�
&ARGE฀!�฀����฀�฀4HE฀!LLURE฀OF฀THE฀!RCHIVES�฀TRANSLATED฀BY฀4HOMAS฀3COTT
2AILTON�฀
.EW฀(AVEN�฀9ALE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�
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0LATO฀����฀�฀#RATYLUS�฀0ARMENIDES�฀'REATER฀(IPPIAS�฀,ESSER฀(IPPIAS�฀TRANSLATED฀
BY฀(�.�฀&OWLER�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀(ARVARD฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�

&RANKLIN฀2�7�฀����฀�฀i)NTRODUCTIONw�฀IN฀4HE฀0OEMS฀OF฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON�฀6ARI

ORUM฀%DITION�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀4HE฀"ELKNAP฀0RESS฀OF฀(ARVARD฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀

'OMBRICH฀%�(�฀����฀�฀3HADOWS�฀4HE฀$EPICTION฀OF฀#AST฀3HADOWS฀IN฀7ESTERN฀!RT�฀
,ONDON�฀.ATIONAL฀'ALLERY�฀

'REENAWAY฀0�฀����฀�฀&LYING฀OUT฀OF฀THIS฀7ORLD�฀#HICAGO�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀#HICA
฀
GO฀0RESS�

(ALSEY฀!�฀����฀�฀4HE฀4EXT฀OF฀3HELLEY�S฀$EATH�฀3HEFlELD�฀7EST฀(OUSE฀"OOKS�
(OWE฀3�฀����฀�฀%IKON฀"ASILICA�฀!฀"IBLIOGRAPHY฀OF฀THE฀+ING�S฀"OOK�฀0ROVIDENCE�฀
0ARADIGM฀0RESS�

(OWE฀3�฀����฀�฀3PONTANEOUS฀0ARTICULARS�฀4HE฀4ELEPATHY฀OF฀!RCHIVES�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀
.EW฀$IRECTIONS฀AND฀THE฀#HRISTINE฀"URGIN฀'ALLERY�฀

)LLICH฀)�฀����฀�฀)N฀THE฀6INEYARD฀OF฀THE฀4EXT�฀!฀#OMMENTARY฀TO฀(UGH�S฀$IDASCALI

CON�฀#HICAGO�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀#HICAGO฀0RESS�

*ACKSON฀3�*�฀����฀�฀i-ATERIAL฀#AREw�฀IN฀$EBATES฀IN฀THE฀$IGITAL฀(UMANITIES�฀EDITED฀
BY฀-�+�฀'OLD฀AND฀,�&�฀+LEIN�฀-INNEAPOLIS�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀-INNESOTA฀0RESS�฀
�����฀PP�฀���
����

+ITTLER฀&�฀����฀�฀'RAMMOPHONE�฀&ILM�฀4YPEWRITER�฀"ERLIN�฀"RINKMANN฀UND฀"OSE�
-ALCOLM฀*�฀����฀�฀4HE฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON฀3ERIES�฀ INTRODUCTION฀BY฀*�฀-ALCOLM�฀฀
-�฀7ERNER�฀'RANTA�฀!฀-AGAZINE฀OF฀.EW฀7RITING�฀����฀PP�฀���
����

-ANGUEL฀!�฀����฀�฀4HE฀,IBRARY฀AT฀.IGHT�฀.EW฀(AVEN�฀9ALE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀
-C,EOD�฀2�฀����฀�฀i&IAT฀FLUXw�฀IN฀#RISIS฀IN฀%DITING�฀4EXTS฀OF฀THE฀%NGLISH฀2ENAIS


SANCE�฀EDITED฀BY฀2�฀-C,EOD�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀!-3�฀PP�฀��
����
.OWVISKIE฀"�฀����฀�฀i#APACITY฀THROUGH฀#AREw�฀IN฀$EBATES฀IN฀THE฀$IGITAL฀(UMAN


ITIES�฀EDITED฀BY฀-�+�฀'OLD�฀,�&�฀+LEIN�฀-INNEAPOLIS�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀-INNESOTA฀
0RESS�฀PP�฀���
����

$URHAM฀0ETERS฀*�฀����฀�฀3PEAKING฀)NTO฀THE฀!IR�฀!฀(ISTORY฀OF฀THE฀)DEA฀OF฀#OMMU

NICATION�฀#HICAGO�฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀#HICAGO฀0RESS�

3TEEDMAN฀#�฀����฀�฀$UST�฀4HE฀!RCHIVE฀AND฀#ULTURAL฀(ISTORY�฀.EW฀"RUNSWICK�฀
2UTGERS฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�

3TEWART฀3�฀����฀�฀/N฀,ONGING�฀.ARRATIVES฀OF฀THE฀-INIATURE�฀THE฀'IGANTIC�฀THE฀
3OUVENIR�฀THE฀#OLLECTION�฀$URHAM�฀.#�฀$UKE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀

4HE฀%NDINGS฀0ROJECT฀ ฀https://projectendings.github.io/about/

!฀THOUSAND฀PRIVATE฀CONVERSATIONS�

!CKNOWLEDGMENTS

)฀WISH฀TO฀RECORD฀MY฀GRATITUDE฀TO฀"ARBARA฀"ORDALEJO฀FOR฀INVITING฀ME฀TO฀
SUBMIT฀MY฀WORK฀TO฀%CDOTICA�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀TO฀THE฀TWO฀ANONYMOUS฀READERS฀
FOR฀THEIR฀GENEROUS฀COMMENTS฀AND฀lNE฀SUGGESTIONS�฀!LL฀SAW฀MY฀WORK฀FOR฀
WHAT฀ IT฀ IS�฀AN฀ESSAI฀MORE฀THAN฀AN฀ARTICLE�฀A฀SCENE฀OF฀SPECULATION฀RATHER฀

-ARTA฀7ERNER



��

THAN฀A฀SCIENTIlC฀STUDY�฀YET฀ALL฀WERE฀WILLING฀TO฀LET฀IT฀SEE฀THE฀LIGHT฀OF฀PRINT�฀
4HEIR฀ATTENTIVENESS฀TO฀MY฀SMALL฀ESSAY฀SEEMS฀ESPECIALLY฀GRACIOUS฀GIVEN฀THE฀
STATE฀OF฀EMERGENCY฀THAT฀THE฀#OVID
��฀VIRUS฀HAS฀BROUGHT฀UPON฀US�฀

4HIS฀ESSAY�฀COMPOSED฀IN฀THE฀STYLE฀OF฀A฀PERSONAL฀MEDITATION�฀TRESPASSES฀THE฀DISCI

PLINARY฀BOUNDARIES฀GENERALLY฀TAKEN฀TO฀DEMARCATE฀THE฀SEPARATE฀ROLES฀OF฀ARCHIVIST

CURATORS฀AND฀SCHOLARLY฀EDITORS฀TO฀PROPOSE฀THAT฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀SCHOLARLY฀EDITING�฀OR฀฀
THE฀hPUTTING฀ FORTHv฀OF฀ THE฀WORK฀ IN฀PUBLISHED฀ FORM�฀ IS฀ PROFOUNDLY฀ INDEBTED฀฀
TO฀THE฀QUIETER�฀INTUITIVE฀AND฀EMPATHETIC฀WORK฀OF฀CURATION�฀OR฀THE฀hCARING฀FORv฀THE฀฀
CONSTELLATION฀OF฀MATERIAL฀DOCUMENTS฀THAT฀COMPRISE฀THE฀WORK�฀/RIGINALLY฀CON

CEIVED฀AS฀A฀CONTRIBUTION฀TO฀A฀SYMPOSIUM฀ON฀EDITING฀AND฀CURATION�฀ITS฀STRUCTURE฀
IS฀GUIDED฀BY฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀QUESTIONS�฀)N฀WHAT฀WAYS฀DO฀YOU฀hCURATEv฀POETRY�฀!ND฀
FOR฀WHOM�฀(OW฀WOULD฀YOU฀DElNE฀YOUR฀OWN฀CURATORIAL฀POETICS�฀(OW฀ARE฀DIFFER

ENT฀ACTS฀OF฀CURATION฀A฀PRODUCT฀OF฀THEIR฀HISTORICAL฀MOMENT�฀&ROM฀WHAT฀SOURCES฀
n฀CANONICAL฀OR฀OTHERWISE฀n฀DO฀YOU฀DERIVE฀YOUR฀THINKING฀ABOUT฀CURATING�฀7HILE฀
THE฀ESSAY�S฀PRIMARY฀EXAMPLES฀ARE฀DRAWN฀FROM฀THE฀LATE฀WRITINGS฀OF฀%MILY฀$ICK

INSON�฀IT฀ALSO฀TOUCHES฀ON฀THE฀COLLAGES฀OF฀*ANET฀-ALCOLM฀AND฀THE฀SHAPE
POEMS฀OF฀
'EORGE฀(ERBERT�฀4HE฀ESSAY฀ENDS฀WITH฀A฀CONSIDERATION฀OF฀NEW฀QUESTIONS฀ABOUT฀THE฀
RELATIONSHIP฀OF฀CURATION฀AND฀CARE฀IN฀THE฀��ST฀CENTURY฀THAT฀ISSUE฀FROM฀THE฀PHYSICAL฀
SPACE฀THE฀DIGITAL฀ARCHIVE฀AND฀THE฀TEMPORAL฀SPACE฀OF฀THE฀!NTHROPOCENE฀ITSELF�฀

+EYWORDS
EDITING�฀CURATION�฀ARCHIVE�฀%MILY฀$ICKINSON�฀!NTHROPOCENE�฀ETHICS฀OF฀CARE�

4HE฀4EXTUAL฀3CHOLAR฀AS฀#URATOR฀NOT฀%DITOR




