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(ERE฀IS฀THE฀PROBLEM�฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀+ING฀,EAR฀WAS฀lRST฀PRINTED฀IN฀ ฀
IN฀ONE฀OF฀ THE฀PAPERBACK
SIZE�฀ INEXPENSIVE฀EDITIONS฀KNOWN฀AS฀1UARTOS฀
AND฀THEN฀AGAIN฀IN฀ ฀IN฀THE฀&IRST฀&OLIO�฀THE฀LARGE�฀HANDSOME�฀POSTHU

MOUSLY฀PUBLISHED฀COLLECTION฀OF฀HIS฀PLAYS�฀ EDITED฀BY฀ TWO฀OF฀HIS฀ FRIENDS฀
AND฀ FELLOW฀ACTORS�฀4HE฀ TWO฀ TEXTS฀OF฀ THE฀ TRAGEDY฀ARE฀NOT฀ IDENTICAL�฀4HE฀
1UARTO฀,EAR฀CONTAINS฀ALMOST฀THREE฀HUNDRED฀LINES฀THAT฀DO฀NOT฀APPEAR฀IN฀
THE฀&OLIO�฀WHILE฀THE฀&OLIO฀TEXT฀INCLUDES฀AROUND฀A฀HUNDRED฀LINES฀THAT฀ARE฀
NOT฀IN฀THE฀1UARTO�฀)N฀ADDITION฀THERE฀ARE฀HUNDREDS฀AND฀HUNDREDS฀OF฀VARI

ANTS�฀SOME฀OF฀THEM฀TRIVIAL฀BUT฀MANY฀OF฀THEM฀SUBSTANTIVE฀AND฀INTRIGUING�฀
)F฀YOU฀CARE฀DEEPLY฀ABOUT฀THE฀PLAY฀n฀IF฀YOU฀HAVE฀UNDERTAKEN฀TO฀STAGE฀IT฀OR฀
TO฀EDIT฀IT฀OR฀SIMPLY฀TO฀READ฀IT฀WITH฀CLOSE฀ATTENTION฀n฀YOU฀HAVE฀TO฀GRAPPLE฀
WITH฀THE฀DIFFERENCES฀AND฀DECIDE฀WHAT฀TO฀MAKE฀OF฀THEM�

)T฀WAS฀IN฀THE฀EIGHTEENTH฀CENTURY฀THAT฀THE฀DIFFERENCES฀BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀
TEXTS฀WERE฀lRST฀NOTICED฀IN฀PRINT�฀!S฀-ARGRETA฀DE฀'RAZIA฀SHOWED฀IN฀HER฀lNE฀
BOOK฀3HAKESPEARE฀6ERBATIM฀� 	�฀THE฀METEROIC฀RISE฀IN฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀
CULTURAL฀PRESTIGE฀LED฀IN฀THIS฀PERIOD฀TO฀AN฀INTEREST฀IN฀ESTABLISHING฀hAUTHEN

TICv฀TEXTS� ฀�)T฀LED฀AS฀WELL฀TO฀REGULARIZING฀THE฀SPELLING฀OF฀THE฀AUTHOR�S฀NAME�฀
WHICH฀HAD฀HITHERTO฀mICKERED฀AMONG฀SUCH฀POSSIBILITIES฀AS฀3HAKESPEAR�฀
3HAKSPERE�฀3HAXPERE�฀3HAXBERD�฀AND฀3CHAFTSPERE	�฀%IGHTEENTH
CENTURY฀
EDITORS฀AND฀THEIR฀SUCCESSORS฀PROCEEDED฀ROUTINELY฀TO฀STITCH฀TOGETHER฀THE฀

฀1UARTO฀AND฀THE฀ ฀&OLIO฀TEXTS฀OF฀,EAR�฀SALVAGING฀AS฀MANY฀LINES฀AS฀
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POSSIBLE฀FROM฀BOTH฀AND฀CHOOSING฀WHAT฀THEY฀THOUGHT฀3HAKESPEARE฀MUST฀
HAVE฀WRITTEN฀OR฀WHAT�฀IN฀THE฀LIGHT฀OF฀THEIR฀AESTHETIC฀JUDGMENT�฀SEEMED฀TO฀
THEM฀MOST฀EFFECTIVE฀OR฀TASTEFUL�

/FTEN฀THE฀TASK฀WAS฀STRAIGHTFORWARD฀ENOUGH�฀)N฀THE฀1UARTO฀,EAR�฀AFTER฀
THE฀TWO฀ELDER฀DAUGHTERS฀HAVE฀UTTERED฀THEIR฀OILY฀mATTERIES�฀THE฀KING฀TURNS฀
TO฀HIS฀YOUNGEST�

�฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀7HAT฀CAN฀YOU฀SAY฀TO฀WIN฀A฀
THIRD฀MORE฀OPULENT

4HAN฀YOUR฀SISTERS�
�฀.OTHING�฀MY฀LORD�

�฀(OW�฀.OTHING฀CAN฀COME฀OF฀NOTHING�฀3PEAK฀AGAIN�

!ND฀IN฀THE฀&OLIO�

�฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀7HAT฀CAN฀YOU฀SAY฀TO฀DRAW฀
!฀THIRD฀MORE฀OPULENT฀THAN฀YOUR
SISTERS�฀3PEAK�

�฀.OTHING�฀MY฀LORD�
�฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀.OTHING�

�฀.OTHING�

�฀.OTHING฀WILL฀COME฀OF฀NOTHING�฀3PEAK฀AGAIN�

3UBTLE฀AS฀ THE฀DIFFERENCES฀ARE฀HERE฀n฀THE฀BASIC฀SITUATION�฀AFTER฀ALL�฀ IS฀
IDENTICAL฀n฀THE฀SUPERIORITY฀OF฀THE฀&OLIO฀TO฀THE฀1UARTO฀SEEMS฀APPARENT�฀
4HE฀PAUSE฀BETWEEN฀THE฀OLD฀KING�S฀QUESTION฀AND฀HIS฀COMMAND฀GIVES฀THE฀
ACTOR฀WHO฀PLAYS฀#ORDELIA฀THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀COMMAND฀THE฀STAGE฀WITH฀
SILENCE�฀!ND฀THE฀REPETITION฀OF฀hNOTHINGv฀HAUNTS฀THE฀ENTIRE฀PLAY�฀,EAR฀IS฀
A฀GREAT฀FUGUE฀ON฀THE฀TERRIBLE฀POWER฀OF฀hNOTHINGv฀AND฀ITS฀COGNATES�฀!T฀
THE฀CLOSE�฀HOLDING฀HIS฀DEAD฀DAUGHTER฀IN฀HIS฀ARMS�฀,EAR฀HOWLS฀HIS฀GRIEF�฀
h.EVER�฀NEVER�฀NEVER�฀NEVER�฀NEVERv�฀4HAT�฀IN฀ANY฀CASE�฀IS฀THE฀LINE฀IN฀THE฀
&OLIO�฀IN฀THE฀1UARTO�฀,EAR฀REPEATS฀THE฀WORD฀ONLY฀THREE฀TIMES�

4HE฀1UARTO�S฀ INADEQUACIES฀AND฀BLUNDERS฀WERE฀ SUFlCIENTLY฀APPARENT฀
TO฀HAVE฀PERSUADED฀SOME฀SCHOLARS฀ THAT฀ IT฀WAS฀A฀PIRATED฀TEXT�฀NOT฀DELIB

ERATELY฀RELEASED฀FOR฀PUBLICATION฀BY฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀PLAYING฀COMPANY�฀THE฀

฀4HE฀(ISTORY฀OF฀+ING฀,EAR฀�1 	฀ � � n �฀!LL฀CITATIONS฀FROM฀3HAKESPEARE฀ARE฀TO฀4HE฀
.ORTON฀3HAKESPEARE�฀ THIRD฀EDITION�฀EDITED฀BY฀3�฀'REENBLATT฀ET฀AL��฀.EW฀9ORK
,ONDON�฀
.ORTON�฀ �฀)N฀THE฀&OLIO�฀THE฀PLAY฀IS฀TITLED฀4HE฀4RAGEDY฀OF฀+ING฀,EAR�฀
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+ING�S฀-EN�฀BUT฀WRITTEN฀DOWN฀FROM฀MEMORY฀BY฀ONE฀OR฀MORE฀SHADY฀
ACTORS฀AND฀SOLD฀TO฀AN฀UNSCRUPULOUS฀PRINTER฀EAGER฀TO฀TURN฀A฀QUICK฀PROlT฀
WITH฀A฀SHODDY฀PIECE฀OF฀GOODS� ฀4HE฀&OLIO�S฀EDITORS฀SEEMED฀TO฀ENCOURAGE฀
SUCH฀A฀VIEW฀WHEN฀THEY฀COMPARED฀THEIR฀OWN฀3HAKESPEARE฀PRODUCT�฀h0UB

LISHED฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀4RUE�฀/RIGINAL฀#OPIESv�฀WITH฀THE฀COMPETITION�฀
iSTOLEN฀AND฀SURREPTITIOUS฀COPIES�฀MAIMED฀AND฀DEFORMED฀BY฀THE฀FRAUDS฀
AND฀STEALTHS฀OF฀INJURIOUS฀IMPOSTERSw�

"UT฀THAT฀WAS฀OBVIOUSLY฀A฀SALES฀PITCH�฀AND฀IT฀HARDLY฀ACCOUNTED฀FOR฀
THE฀ABSENCE฀IN฀THE฀&OLIO฀TEXT฀OF฀+ING฀,EAR฀OF฀THOSE฀THREE฀HUNDRED฀LINES฀
IN฀ THE฀1UARTO�฀ LINES฀ THAT฀ INCLUDED฀REVEALING฀EXCHANGES฀BETWEEN฀,EAR฀฀
AND฀THE฀&OOL�฀THE฀MAD฀,EAR�S฀ARRAIGNMENT฀OF฀HIS฀WICKED฀DAUGHTERS�฀AND฀฀
THE฀ASTONISHING฀MOMENT฀WHEN฀THE฀NAMELESS฀SERVANTS�฀WHO฀HAVE฀WIT

NESSED฀THE฀TORTURE฀AND฀BLINDING฀OF฀ THE฀%ARL฀OF฀'LOUCESTER�฀COME฀FOR

WARD�฀AS฀SOON฀AS฀THE฀COAST฀IS฀CLEAR�฀TO฀OFFER฀WHAT฀LITTLE฀ASSISTANCE฀THEY฀
CAN�฀i)�LL฀ FETCH฀SOME฀mAX฀AND฀WHITES฀OF฀EGGS฀ TO฀APPLY฀ TO฀HIS฀BLEEDIAG฀
FACE�฀ .OW฀ HEAVEN฀ HELP฀ HIM�w฀ %VEN฀ WHEN฀ THEY฀ WERE฀ ASSUMED฀ TO฀ BE฀฀
THE฀ RECORD฀ OF฀ ACTORS�฀ IMPROVISATIONS฀ IN฀ A฀hBAD฀ 1UARTOv�฀ THESE฀ LINES฀
WERE฀FOR฀CENTURIES฀ROUTINELY฀ADDED฀TO฀VIRTUALLY฀ALL฀EDITIONS฀OF฀THE฀GREAT฀฀
TRAGEDY�฀

4HEN�฀IN฀THE฀ S�฀IN฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀HIGHLY฀TECHNICAL฀STUDIES�฀THE฀IMMENSELY฀
LEARNED฀BIBLIOGRAPHER฀0ETER฀"LAYNEY฀DEMONSTRATED฀THAT฀THE฀1UARTO฀,EAR฀
WAS฀NOT฀A฀TEXT฀BASED฀ON฀MEMORIAL฀RECONSTRUCTION� ฀)T฀WAS฀THE฀lRST฀TIME฀
THAT฀THE฀PRINTER�฀.ICHOLAS฀/KES�฀HAD฀BEEN฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀PRINTING฀A฀PLAY�฀
AND฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀mAWS฀IN฀THE฀1UARTO฀DERIVED฀FROM฀PROBLEMS฀CHARACTERISTIC฀
OF฀BOOK฀PRODUCTION฀IN฀THIS฀PERIOD�฀TYPICAL฀SIGNS฀OF฀CARELESSNESS฀AND฀HASTE�฀฀
EVIDENT฀DIFlCULTIES฀THAT฀THE฀COMPOSITOR฀n฀THE฀WORKMAN฀WHO฀SET฀THE฀TYPE฀n฀฀
HAD฀READING฀THE฀SCRAWLED฀HANDWRITING฀IN฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT�฀UNFAMILIAR
฀
ITY฀WITH฀SCRIPTS฀THAT฀FREQUENTLY฀SWITCH�฀AS฀,EAR฀DOES�฀BETWEEN฀VERSE฀AND฀
PROSE�฀AN฀APPARENT฀SHORTAGE฀OF฀BLANKS฀THAT฀lLL฀THE฀SPACE฀BETWEEN฀THE฀END฀OF฀฀
VERSE฀ LINES฀ AND฀ THE฀ MARGINS�฀ AND฀ SO฀ FORTH�฀ "UT฀ /KES�S฀ PRINTING฀ HOUSE�฀฀
"LAYNEY฀SHOWED�฀VERY฀LIKELY฀HAD฀ACCESS฀TO฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀OWN฀MANUSCRIPT�฀
4HE฀UNDERLYING฀TEXT฀THEN฀n฀THE฀DOCUMENT฀THAT฀GENERATED฀THE฀PLAY฀PRINTED฀

฀/N฀THE฀EVIDENCE฀FOR฀PIRATED฀TEXTS�฀SEE฀ESPECIALLY฀,�฀-AGUIRE�฀3HAKESPEAREAN฀3USPECT฀
4EXTS�฀4HE฀h"ADv฀1UARTOS฀AND฀4HEIR฀#ONTEXTS�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀

�฀-AGUIRE฀DOES฀NOT฀THINK฀THAT฀1 ฀,EAR฀IS฀A฀PIRATED฀TEXT�
฀"LAYNEY�S฀HIGHLY฀TECHNICAL฀ANALYSES฀FORMED฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀HIS฀BOOK฀4HE฀4EXTS฀OF฀h+ING฀

,EARv฀AND฀4HEIR฀/RIGINS�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀4HE฀HYPOTHESIS฀
THAT฀THE฀ ฀1UARTO฀WAS฀NOT฀A฀MEMORIAL฀RECONSTRUCTION฀BUT฀RATHER฀A฀mAWED฀PRINTING฀
JOB฀SET฀FROM฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀OWN฀MANUSCRIPT฀WAS฀lRST฀ADVANCED฀IN฀ ฀BY฀THE฀SCHOLAR฀
-ADELINE฀$ORAN฀OF฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀7ISCONSIN�

3TEPHEN฀'REENBLATT
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IN฀ ฀n฀HAD฀THE฀AUTHORITY฀ THAT฀EDITORS฀CRAVE�฀"LAYNEY�S฀REMARKABLE฀
WORK฀HAS฀GENERATED฀A฀RARE฀CONSENSUS฀IN฀A฀lELD฀THAT฀IS฀ORDINARILY฀A฀BATTLE

GROUND�

7HY�฀THEN�฀WERE฀THERE฀TWO฀VERSIONS�฀!฀PLAUSIBLE฀EXPLANATION�฀ONE฀THAT฀
IMMEDIATELY฀FOUND฀STRONG฀THOUGH฀NOT฀UNIVERSAL฀SUPPORT�฀WAS฀REVISION�฀
)N฀A฀ ฀COLLECTION฀OF฀ESSAYS�฀4HE฀$IVISION฀OF฀THE฀+INGDOMS�฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀
4WO฀6ERSIONS฀OF฀@+ING฀,EAR��฀A฀RANGE฀OF฀SCHOLARS฀MADE฀THE฀CASE฀THAT฀THE฀
AUTHOR฀HIMSELF฀MUST฀HAVE฀UNDERTAKEN฀THE฀TASK�฀SO฀THAT฀IT฀WAS฀NOW฀POS

SIBLE�฀AS฀*OHN฀*ONES฀PUT฀IT฀IN฀A฀SUBSEQUENT฀BOOK�฀TO฀WATCH฀i3HAKESPEARE฀
AT฀7ORKw� ฀)N฀ �฀4HE฀/XFORD฀3HAKESPEARE฀PUBLISHED฀THE฀1UARTO฀AND฀
&OLIO฀ TEXTS฀OF฀,EAR฀ IN฀ SEQUENCE�฀AND฀BEGINNING฀ IN฀ ฀4HE฀.ORTON฀
3HAKESPEARE�฀OF฀WHICH฀)฀AM฀THE฀GENERAL฀EDITOR�฀PRINTED฀THEM฀ON฀FACING฀
PAGES�฀SO฀THAT฀READERS฀COULD฀EASILY฀COMPARE฀THEM�฀!T฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀THE฀
.ORTON฀INCLUDED฀A฀THIRD฀,EAR�฀ONE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀TWO฀TEXTS฀WERE฀BRAIDED฀
TOGETHER�฀SO฀THAT฀READERS฀COULD�฀AS฀)฀WROTE�฀iENCOUNTER฀THE฀TRAGEDY฀IN฀THE฀
FORM฀THAT฀IT฀ASSUMED฀IN฀MOST฀EDITIONS฀FROM฀THE฀EIGHTEENTH฀CENTURY฀UNTIL฀
VERY฀RECENTLYw�

!NOTHER฀MOTIVE฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ INCLUSION฀WAS฀ LINGERING฀UNCERTAINTY฀n฀MY฀
OWN฀AND฀THAT฀OF฀MANY฀OTHER฀SCHOLARS฀n฀ABOUT฀THE฀SOURCE฀OF฀THE฀REVISIONS฀
AND฀UNCERTAINTY฀TOO฀ABOUT฀THE฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀WITH฀WHICH฀THE฀
ORIGINAL฀EDITORS฀OF฀THE฀1UARTO฀AND฀THE฀&OLIO฀WORKED�฀7ERE฀THEY฀ACTUALLY฀
IN฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀OWN฀HAND฀OR฀IN฀THE฀HAND฀OF฀A฀SCRIBE�฀7ERE฀THEY฀WRIT
฀
TEN�฀AS฀ IT฀WERE�฀ IN฀THE฀THEATER฀OF฀ THE฀PLAYWRIGHT�S฀MIND฀OR฀ FOR฀PARTICU
฀
LAR฀COMPANIES฀OF฀ACTORS฀AT฀TWO฀PARTICULAR฀MOMENTS�฀$ID฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀฀
COMPANY฀INTERVENE฀AND฀PROPOSE฀CHANGES�฀$ID฀THE฀MANUSCRIPTS฀CONTAIN฀
THE฀JOTTINGS฀OF฀THE฀PERSONS฀WHO฀DIRECTED฀AND฀MOUNTED฀ACTUAL฀PRODUC

TIONS�฀)N฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀,EAR�฀WAS฀THERE฀ANY฀WAY฀TO฀DETERMINE฀IF฀3HAKESPEARE฀
WAS฀ONE฀OF฀THOSE฀PERSONS�฀!ND฀WHAT฀EXACTLY฀WENT฀ON฀WHEN฀THE฀MANU

SCRIPTS฀n฀QUITE฀POSSIBLY฀lLLED฀WITH฀FALSE฀STARTS�฀SECOND฀THOUGHTS�฀MISSING฀
STAGE฀DIRECTIONS�฀UNCLEAR฀DISTINCTIONS฀BETWEEN฀VERSE฀AND฀PROSE�฀INSERTED฀
OR฀DELETED฀LINES฀n฀ENTERED฀THE฀PRINTING฀HOUSE�

&OR฀THE฀FACT฀IS฀THAT฀NONE฀OF฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀OWN฀MANUSCRIPTS฀n฀OR฀THE฀
COPIES฀MADE฀BY฀SCRIBES฀THAT฀WERE฀PRESENTED฀TO฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀CENSOR฀FOR฀
AUTHORIZATION�฀OR฀THE฀COPIES฀SOLD฀TO฀THE฀PRINTING฀HOUSE�฀OR฀THE฀PARTS฀WRIT

TEN฀OUT฀FOR฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀ACTORS�฀OR฀THE฀hPROMPT฀BOOKSv฀PREPARED฀FOR฀INDI


฀4HE฀$IVISION฀OF฀THE฀+INGDOMS�฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀4WO฀6ERSIONS฀OF฀h+ING฀,EAR�v฀EDITED฀BY฀฀
'�฀4AYLOR฀AND฀-�฀7ARREN�฀/XFORD�฀/XFORD฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀*�฀*ONES�฀3HAKESPEARE฀
AT฀7ORK�฀/XFORD�฀/XFORD฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀

฀4HE฀.ORTON฀3HAKESPEARE฀SECOND฀EDITION�฀.EW฀9ORK
,ONDON�฀.ORTON�฀ �฀P�฀ �
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VIDUAL฀PRODUCTIONS฀n฀HAVE฀SURVIVED� ฀%VIDENTLY�฀EITHER฀THEY฀REMAINED฀IN฀฀
USE฀UNTIL฀THEY฀FELL฀APART�฀OR฀THEY฀WERE฀LOST฀WHEN฀THE฀'LOBE฀4HEATRE฀BURNED฀TO฀฀
THE฀GROUND฀ON฀*UNE฀ �฀ �฀OR฀THEY฀WERE฀DISCARDED฀AS฀WORTHLESS฀AND฀
USED฀TO฀WRAP฀lSH�฀!LL฀CLAIMS฀ABOUT฀THE฀RELATIONSHIP฀BETWEEN฀WHAT฀WE฀READ฀
IN฀THIS฀OR฀THAT฀EDITION฀AND฀WHAT฀3HAKESPEARE฀ACTUALLY฀WROTE฀HAVE฀TO฀BE฀
HEDGED฀ABOUT฀BY฀A฀CERTAIN฀MODESTY�฀THE฀MODESTY฀OF฀NEVER฀KNOWING฀EXACTLY�

"UT฀NOT฀IF฀YOU฀ARE฀3IR฀"RIAN฀6ICKERS�฀4HE฀HONORIlC�฀RARELY฀ON฀DISPLAY฀IN฀
ACADEMIC฀MONOGRAPHS฀BUT฀INCLUDED฀HERE฀ON฀THE฀TITLE฀PAGE฀OF฀4HE฀/NE฀
+ING฀,EAR�฀SEEMS฀TO฀SIGNAL฀A฀LARGER฀SENSE฀OF฀ENTITLEMENT�฀THE฀ABILITY฀TO฀CLAIM฀
A฀DEEP฀AND฀VIRTUALLY฀ABSOLUTE฀CERTAINTY฀ON฀MATTERS฀THAT฀HAVE฀BAFmED฀ALMOST฀
EVERYONE฀ELSE�฀6ICKERS฀BELIEVES฀THAT฀HE฀HAS฀SOLVED฀ONCE฀AND฀FOR�฀ALL฀THE฀PROB

LEM฀OF฀THE฀DIVERGENT฀1UARTO฀AND฀&OLIO฀,EAR�฀4HERE฀IS�฀AS฀THE฀TITLE฀DECLARES�฀
ONLY฀ONE฀+ING฀,EAR�฀THE฀ONE฀THAT฀3HAKESPEARE฀CONCEIVED�฀BROUGHT฀TO฀PER

FECTION�฀AND฀BEQUEATHED฀TO฀POSTERITY�฀4HE฀PROBLEMS฀HAVE฀ALL฀ARISEN฀FROM฀A฀
SUCCESSION฀OF฀FOOLS�฀INCOMPETENTS�฀AND฀n฀MORE฀RECENTLY฀n฀SCOUNDRELS�฀4HE฀
SCHOLAR
KNIGHT�฀ARMED฀WITH฀HIS฀HARDWON฀PROOFS฀AND฀RIDING฀IN฀ON฀A฀CHARGER฀
PROVIDED฀BY฀(ARVARD฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀PROPOSES฀AT฀LAST฀TO฀SET฀MATTERS฀RIGHT�

4HE฀lRST฀ ฀PAGES฀OF฀4HE฀/NE฀+ING฀,EAR฀ARE฀DEVOTED฀TO฀THE฀1UARTO�฀
THEIR฀FOCUS฀IS฀ON฀THE฀SMALL฀WORKSHOP฀OWNED฀AND฀OPERATED฀BY฀.ICHOLAS฀
/KES�฀ )T฀ IS฀HERE�฀ THE฀ARGUMENT฀GOES�฀ THAT฀ THE฀lRST฀MAJOR฀CRIME฀AGAINST฀
3HAKESPEARE�S฀TRAGEDY฀WAS฀COMMITTED�฀THE฀CRUEL฀CUTTING฀OF฀ONE฀HUNDRED฀
LINES฀�THOSE฀LINES฀THAT฀APPEAR฀ONLY฀IN฀THE฀&OLIO	�฀/KES฀HAD฀BEEN฀COMMIS

SIONED฀TO฀PRINT฀THE฀PLAY฀BY฀THE฀STATIONER฀.ATHANIEL฀"UTTER฀n฀THE฀PERIOD�S฀
EQUIVALENT฀OF฀A฀PUBLISHER�฀"ASED฀ON฀THE฀LENGTH฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀THAT฀HE฀
WAS฀SHOWN�฀/KES฀MUST฀HAVE฀GIVEN฀"UTTER฀AN฀EST¤MATE฀OF฀THE฀COST�฀INCLUD

ING฀THE฀AMOUNT฀OF฀PAPER฀HE฀WOULD฀NEED฀TO฀COMPLETE฀THE฀JOB�฀"UT฀HIS฀ESTI

MATE฀WAS฀NOT฀CORRECT�฀6ICKERS฀SURMISES�฀AND฀INSTEAD฀OF฀GOING฀BACK฀AND฀
ASKING฀FOR฀MORE฀MONEY�฀ONCE฀HE฀DISCOVERED฀HIS฀MISTAKE�฀/KES฀DECIDED฀TO฀
TRIM฀AND฀DISCARD฀PARTS฀OF฀THE฀TEXT฀HE฀HAD฀CONTRACTED฀TO฀PRINT�

0RINTERS฀IN฀THE฀PERIOD฀�AND฀FOR฀THAT฀MATTER฀TODAY	฀HAD฀LEEWAY฀ON฀HOW฀
TO฀FORMAT฀A฀PLAY฀TEXT�฀WIDE฀OR฀NARROW฀MARGINS�฀THE฀USE฀OF฀ABBREVIATIONS�฀

฀4HE฀ONLY฀EXCEPTION�฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀THAT฀(AND฀$฀IN฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀PLAY฀CALLED฀3IR฀
4HOMAS฀-ORE฀IS฀3HAKESPEARE�S�฀IS฀ALMOST฀NO฀HELP�฀FOR฀THE฀PLAY฀WAS฀PROBABLY฀NEVER฀PER

FORMED฀AND�฀MORE฀IMPORTANTLY�฀IT฀WAS฀NOT฀PRINTED฀IN฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀TIME�฀SO฀THAT฀SCHOLARS฀
CANNOT฀STUDY฀WHAT฀HAPPENED฀IN฀THE฀PRINTING฀HOUSE�
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ELABORATE฀OR฀SIMPLE฀DECORATIONS฀AT฀THE฀BEGINNING฀AND฀THE฀END�฀SPACES฀
BETWEEN฀SPEECHES฀OR฀BEFORE฀OR฀AFTER฀STAGE฀DIRECTIONS�฀EVEN฀THE฀DELIBERATE฀
PRINTING฀OF฀VERSE฀AS฀PROSE฀�SINCE฀THE฀LATTER฀SAVES฀SPACE	�฀4HIS฀LEEWAY฀WAS฀฀
PARTICULARLY฀USEFUL฀WHEN฀ THE฀PRINTER฀ SET฀ THE฀ TEXT฀NOT฀ SERIATIM฀n฀PAGE฀฀
BY฀PAGE�฀FOLLOWING฀THE฀ORDER฀OF฀THE฀MANUSCRIPT฀n฀BUT฀hBY฀FORMEv�฀A฀MORE฀฀
DEMANDING฀BUT฀TYPE
EFlCIENT฀AND฀mEXIBLE฀METHOD฀THAT฀ALLOWED฀INDIVID

UAL฀PAGES฀TO฀BE฀SET฀OUT฀OF฀ORDER�฀!S฀IT฀HAPPENS�฀"LAYNEY฀HAD฀BEEN฀ABLE฀TO฀
DEMONSTRATE฀IN฀THE฀ S฀THAT฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀1UARTO฀,EAR฀WAS฀SET฀SERIA

TIM�฀SO฀THE฀USUAL฀REASONS฀FOR฀TRIMMING฀AND฀COMPRESSING฀WERE฀NOT฀THERE�฀
.ONETHELESS�฀6ICKERS฀INSISTS�฀/KES�฀AT฀ONCE฀WILDLY฀INCOMPETENT฀AND฀WILDLY฀
IRRESPONSIBLE�฀BLUNDERED฀SO฀BADLY฀IN฀HIS฀RECKONING฀THAT฀HE฀PANICKED฀AND฀
DECIDED฀TO฀CUT฀THE฀PLAY฀HE฀HAD฀CONTRACTED฀TO฀PRINT�

&ORTUNATELY�฀4HE฀/NE฀+ING฀,EAR฀MAINTAINS�฀THE฀MISSING฀HUNDRED฀LINES฀฀
n฀THE฀VERY฀LINES฀THAT฀THE฀WRETCHED฀/KES฀ALLEGEDLY฀CUT฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀SAVE฀฀
PAPER฀n฀WERE฀PRESERVED฀IN฀THE฀&OLIO฀,EAR�฀7HAT฀THEN฀ACCOUNTS฀FOR฀THE฀THREE฀฀
HUNDRED฀LINES฀IN฀THE฀1UARTO฀VERSION฀THAT฀DO฀NOT฀APPEAR฀IN฀THE฀&OLIO�฀
(ERE฀6ICKERS฀ABANDONS฀HIS฀PAPER฀HYPOTHESIS�฀THEY฀WERE�฀HE฀MAINTAINS�฀
PROBABLY฀CUT฀BY฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀COMPANY�฀THE฀+ING�S฀-EN�฀TO฀SPEED฀UP฀
THE฀PACE฀OF฀A฀PERFORMANCE�฀4HIS฀IS฀A฀HIGHLY฀FAMILIAR฀AND฀WIDELY฀SHARED฀
VIEW�฀THE฀ONLY฀DIFFERENCE฀IS฀THAT฀6ICKERS฀THINKS฀3HAKESPEARE฀HIMSELF฀COULD฀
HAVE฀HAD฀NOTHING฀TO฀DO฀WITH฀IT�฀4HE฀CUTS฀SERIOUSLY฀DAMAGED฀THE฀PLAY฀iBY฀
REMOVING฀ELEMENTS฀VITAL฀TO฀ITS฀AESTHETIC฀INTEGRITY฀AND฀HISTORICAL฀MEANINGw�

/NCE฀AGAIN�฀THEN�฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀MASTERPIECE฀HAD฀FALLEN฀INTO฀THE฀HANDS฀
OF฀RUDE฀MECHANICALS�฀THIS฀TIME฀HIS฀OWN฀FRIENDS฀AND฀COLLEAGUES�฀-IGHT฀IT฀
BE฀POSSIBLE฀THAT฀THE฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀HUGELY฀SUCCESSFUL฀PLAYING฀COMPANY�฀
OF฀WHICH฀3HAKESPEARE฀WAS฀PART฀OWNER฀AND฀PRINCIPAL฀PLAYWRIGHT�฀KNEW฀AT฀
LEAST฀SOMETHING฀ABOUT฀HOW฀TO฀STAGE฀A฀VALID฀PRODUCTION฀OF฀+ING฀,EAR�฀.OT฀
IN฀6ICKERS�S฀OPINION�

4HE฀CHRONICLE฀OF฀ INCOMPETENCE฀CONTINUES�฀ IN฀HIS฀SOUR฀VIEW�฀INTO฀THE฀
PRESENT฀�THOUGH฀IT฀SHOULD฀BE฀SAID฀THAT฀THE฀AUTHOR�S฀READING฀IN฀THE฀SCHOLAR

SHIP฀PRODUCED฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀TEN฀YEARS฀SEEMS฀TO฀HAVE฀DWINDLED	�฀)T฀EXTENDS฀
EVEN฀TO฀0ETER฀"LAYNEY�฀WHOSE฀DElNITIVE฀ 
PAGE฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀THE฀lRST฀
1UARTO฀,EAR฀6ICKERS฀DEEMS฀TO฀BE฀iNOT฀ENTIRELY฀SATISFACTORYw�฀AND฀TO฀THE฀
BRILLIANT฀BIBLIOGRAPHER฀$�&�฀-C+ENZIE�฀WHO�฀DESPITE฀HAVING฀TAUGHT฀HIM

SELF฀TO฀SET฀TYPE฀BY฀HAND�฀DID฀NOT�฀WE฀ARE฀TOLD�฀REALLY฀CONSIDER฀iTHE฀DYNAM

ICS฀OF฀TYPESETTINGw�

6ICKERS฀RESERVES฀HIS฀FULL฀MEASURE฀OF฀CONTEMPT฀FOR฀THE฀ADVOCATES฀OF฀
THE฀hTWO฀VERSIONSv฀THEORY฀OF฀,EAR�฀DEVOTING฀THE฀lNAL฀SECTION฀OF฀HIS฀BOOK฀
TO฀A฀POLEMIC฀AGAINST฀THE฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THIS฀ALLEGED฀CABAL�฀4HEIR฀LEADER�฀
'ARY฀4AYLOR�฀IS฀SHOCKINGLY฀iBLINDw�฀THE฀CONSEQUENCE฀OF฀HIS฀iNARROW฀CON
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CEPTION฀OF฀@PLOT�w฀AND฀iSHORT฀ATTENTION฀SPANw�฀�!S฀AN฀ACADEMIC฀PUGILIST�฀
4AYLOR�฀IT฀SHOULD฀BE฀NOTED�฀IS฀EQUAL฀TO฀THIS฀EXCHANGE฀OF฀BLOWS	�฀(E฀AND฀
HIS฀FOLLOWERS฀ARE฀iUNABLE฀TO฀COPE฀WITH฀MORAL฀ISSUES฀FUNDAMENTAL฀TO฀THIS฀
PLAYw�฀THEY฀DISPLAY฀iA฀DISTURBING฀LACK฀OF฀EMPATHYw�฀THEY฀DIMINISH฀iTHE฀
DISCIPLINE฀OF฀LITERARY฀CRITICISMw฀BY฀THEIR฀iPETTIFOGGING฀OBJECTIONSw�฀i3ELF

REGARDING�฀SELF
PROMOTINGw�฀THEY฀HAVE฀ONLY฀MANAGED฀TO฀MAKE฀THEIR฀WAY฀
IN฀THE฀ACADEMIC฀WORLD฀BY฀BEHAVING฀AS฀iCOURTROOM฀ADVOCATES฀RATHER฀THAN฀
SCHOLARS�฀COMMITTED฀TO฀PROMOTING฀ONE฀INTERPRETATION฀AND฀IGNORING฀ALL฀
EVIDENCE฀TO฀THE฀CONTRARYw�฀4HEIR฀VIEWS฀iREPRESENT฀THE฀COLLAPSE฀OF฀LITER
฀
ARY฀CRITICISM฀AS฀A฀RESPONSE฀TO฀A฀WORK�S฀ETHICAL฀AND฀EMOTIONAL฀DESIGNw�฀฀
!฀CRITIC฀WITH฀4AYLOR�S฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀TRAGEDY฀iHAS฀LOST฀CON

TACT฀WITH฀THE฀PLAY฀AND฀SHOULD฀SEEK฀SOME฀OTHER฀OCCUPATIONw�

i'R
R
R
THERE฀GO�฀MY฀HEART�S฀ABHORRENCE��7ATER฀YOUR฀DAMNED฀mOWER

POTS�฀DO�w฀2OBERT฀"ROWNING�S฀CELEBRATED฀DEPICTION฀IN฀h3OLILOQUY฀OF฀THE฀
3PANISH฀#LOISTERv฀OF฀THE฀BILIOUS฀LOATHING฀THAT฀BUILDS฀UP฀INSIDE฀MONASTIC฀
COMMUNITIES฀CAPTURES฀THE฀AGGRIEVED฀TONE฀WITH฀WHICH฀4HE฀/NE฀+ING฀,EAR฀
INVESTS฀THESE฀HIGHLY฀ACADEMIC฀ARGUMENTS฀OVER฀WHAT฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀WORLD฀
WOULD฀REGARD฀AS฀MINUTIAE�฀$ESPITE฀HIS฀EVIDENT฀WORLDLY฀SUCCESS�฀6ICKERS฀
HAS฀LONG฀CULTIVATED฀AN฀IMPRESSIVE฀CURRENT฀OF฀ANGER�฀AND฀WITH฀IT฀A฀DESIRE฀
TO฀EXPOSE฀AND฀HUMILIATE฀THOSE฀HE฀REGARDS฀AS฀HIS฀ENEMIES�฀(E฀IS฀PARTIC

ULARLY฀GOOD฀AT฀MARSHALING฀ TECHNICAL฀DETAILS฀ THAT฀ SEEM฀TO฀REVEAL฀A฀HAP

LESS฀ OPPONENT�S฀ EMBARRASSING฀ BLUNDERS฀ OF฀ SCHOLARSHIP�฀ (E฀ KNOWS฀ THAT฀
SCHOLARS฀lND฀IT฀EXTREMELY฀PAINFUL฀TO฀BE฀CAUGHT฀OUT฀EVEN฀IN฀SMALL฀FACTUAL฀
ERRORS�฀)฀HAVE฀MADE฀MY฀SHARE�฀AND฀)฀CAN฀BEAR฀WITNESS฀THAT฀THEY฀BURN�฀IN฀
3HAKESPEARE�S฀PHRASE�฀LIKE฀THE฀MINES฀OF฀SULPHUR�

"UT฀AS฀MY฀FATHER฀NEVER฀TIRED฀OF฀SAYING�฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀LIVE฀IN฀GLASS฀HOUSES฀
SHOULDN�T฀ THROW฀ STONES�฀!ND฀ THE฀ TRUTH฀ IS฀ THAT฀ ALL฀ SCHOLARS�฀ INCLUDING฀
3IR฀"RIAN฀6ICKERS�฀ LIVE฀IN฀GLASS฀HOUSES�฀"UT฀PERHAPS฀SOMETHING฀ELSE฀ IS฀
OCCURRING฀HERE�฀SOME฀DARK฀NEMESIS฀SIGNALED฀IN฀THIS฀BOOK฀PERHAPS฀BY฀
THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀A฀BIBLIOGRAPHY�฀OR฀BY฀THE฀SCANTY฀INDEX�฀OR฀BY฀THE฀STAR

TLING฀NUMBER฀OF฀ERRORS฀MADE฀BY฀SOMEONE฀WHO฀EXCORIATES฀CARELESS฀PRINT

ERS฀AND฀PROOFREADERS�฀7HY฀DID฀NO฀ONE฀CATCH฀hSCHHOLARv฀AND฀hOBSREVEDv�฀
7HO฀ALLOWED฀THE฀BOOK�S฀STIRRING฀PERORATION฀TO฀ASSERT฀THAT฀3HAKESPEARE฀
iHAD฀NO฀REASON฀TO฀GO฀BACK฀TO฀HIS฀GREATEST฀PAYw�

4HESE฀TYPOS�฀LIKE฀TINY฀PEBBLES�฀ARE฀FORETASTES฀OF฀THE฀ROCKS฀THAT฀HAVE฀
NOW฀COME฀CRASHING฀THROUGH฀6ICKERS�S฀GLASS฀WALLS�฀&OR฀THREE฀WEEKS฀LAST฀
-AY�฀(OLGER฀3CHOTT฀3YME�฀ A฀ PROFESSOR฀ AT฀ THE฀ 5NIVERSITY฀OF฀ 4ORONTO�฀
UNDERTOOK฀ WHAT฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ CALLED฀ THE฀ WORLD�S฀ LONGEST฀ ACT฀ OF฀ 4WITTER

CRITICISM�฀ A฀DETAILED�฀ SCHOLARLY฀ CRITIQUE฀OF฀4HE฀/NE฀+ING฀,EAR�฀OFTEN฀
SENTENCE
BY
SENTENCE�฀IN฀A฀SUCCESSION฀OF฀TWEETS฀n฀OVER฀lVE฀HUNDRED฀OF฀฀
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THEM� ฀3YME�S฀APPALLED฀ACCUMULATION฀OF฀ENTRIES�฀WHICH฀AMONG฀ACADEM

ICS฀HAS฀QUICKLY฀BECOME฀A฀CULT฀CLASSIC�฀DETAILS฀AN฀ARRAY฀OF฀FUNDAMENTAL฀
CONTRADICTIONS�฀MISSTATEMENTS�฀AND฀ERRORS฀THROUGHOUT฀THE฀BOOK�฀INCLUD

ING฀A฀DISASTROUS฀MISCOUNTING฀OF฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀PAGES฀IN฀A฀TEXT฀6ICK

ERS฀TRUMPETED฀AS฀ONE฀OF฀HIS฀CRUCIAL฀PIECES฀OF฀SUPPORTING฀EVIDENCE฀FOR฀
/KES�S฀PAPER฀CRISIS�฀5NDER฀3YME�S฀HEATED฀BLOWS�฀WHICH฀HAVE฀NOW฀BEEN฀
REITERATED฀AND฀SUPPLEMENTED฀BY฀OTHER฀TEXTUAL฀SCHOLARS�฀THE฀WHOLE฀STRUC

TURE฀OF฀ARGUMENT฀MEANT฀TO฀UPHOLD฀THE฀BOOK�S฀CENTRAL฀CLAIM฀n฀THAT฀THERE฀
WAS฀A฀SINGLE�฀SUPREME฀AUTHORIAL฀MANUSCRIPT฀TWICE฀DAMAGED฀BY฀BOTH฀THE฀
1UARTO฀AND฀&OLIO฀EDITORS฀n฀HAS฀MELTED฀INTO฀THIN฀AIR�

!ND฀LIKE฀THE฀BASELESS฀FABRIC฀OF฀THIS฀VISION�
4HE฀CLOUD
CAPPED฀TOWERS�฀THE฀GORGEOUS฀PALACES�
4HE฀SOLEMN฀TEMPLES�฀THE฀GREAT฀GLOBE฀ITSELF�
9EA�฀ALL฀WHICH฀IT฀INHERIT�฀SHALL฀DISSOLVE�
!ND�฀LIKE฀THIS฀INSUBSTANTIAL฀PAGEANT฀FADED�
,EAVE฀NOT฀A฀RACK฀BEHIND�

!LL฀THAT฀IS฀LEFT฀IS฀THE฀LONGING฀FOR฀ACCESS฀TO฀SOMETHING฀THAT฀DOES฀NOT฀NOW฀
EXIST฀AND฀MAY฀NEVER฀HAVE฀EXISTED�

!RE฀WE฀BACK฀TO฀SQUARE฀ONE�฀.OT฀EXACTLY�฀)N฀HIS฀BOOK฀4HEATRE฀AND฀4ES

TIMONY฀IN฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀%NGLAND฀� 	�฀(OLGER฀3YME฀n฀HE฀OF฀THE฀CUR

RENT฀TWEET
CRITIQUE฀FAME฀n฀SHOWED฀THAT฀WHAT฀SEEM฀LIKE฀TRANSCRIPTS฀OF฀THE฀
SPONTANEOUS฀TESTIMONY฀OF฀WITNESSES฀IN฀%LIZABETHAN฀COURT฀RECORDS฀ARE฀IN฀
FACT฀SCRIPTED฀SPEECHES�฀COMPOSED฀IN฀ADVANCE�฀REVIEWED฀AND฀MODIlED฀
FOR฀THE฀OCCASION�฀AND฀READ฀OUT฀BY฀THE฀COURT฀CLERK�฀)T฀IS฀A฀MISTAKE�฀3YME฀
ARGUED�฀TO฀LONG฀FOR฀THE฀hORIGINAL฀TEXTv฀THAT฀LAY฀BEHIND฀THE฀COURT฀RECORD�฀
AS฀IF฀THAT฀TEXT฀SOMEHOW฀CARRIED฀A฀SPECIAL฀AUTHENTICITY�฀.OT฀ONLY฀DO฀THOSE฀
DOCUMENTS฀NO฀LONGER฀EXIST�฀THEY฀ALSO฀ONLY฀MADE฀SENSE฀WITHIN฀THE฀LARGER฀
INSTITUTIONAL฀FRAME฀OF฀WHAT฀HE฀CALLS฀A฀WHOLE฀CULTURE฀OF฀MEDIATION�

฀i,IVE
4WEETING฀4HE฀/NE฀+ING฀,EARw�฀ON฀THE฀WEBSITE฀$ISPOSITIO�฀&EBRUARY฀ �฀ �฀
AT฀www.dispositio.net/archives/2275�฀3YME฀ FOLLOWED฀UP฀HIS฀ TWEET฀ STORM฀WITH฀A฀ LENGTHY฀
REVIEW฀OF฀6ICKERS�S฀BOOK฀IN฀THE฀,OS฀!NGELES฀2EVIEW฀OF฀"OOKS�฀3EPTEMBER฀ �฀ �฀TO฀WHICH฀
6ICKERS฀HAS฀NOW฀WRITTEN฀A฀STILL
LONGER฀RESPONSE฀�.OVEMBER฀ �฀ 	�฀

฀(�฀3CHOTT฀3YME�฀4HEATRE฀AND฀4ESTIMONY฀IN฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀%NGLAND�฀!฀#ULTURE฀OF฀-EDI

ATION�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀
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3HAKESPEARE฀FULLY฀PARTICIPATED฀IN฀SUCH฀A฀CULTURE�฀(E฀WAS฀A฀SHARER฀IN฀THE฀
PLAYING฀COMPANY�฀PART฀OWNER฀OF฀THE฀THEATER�฀AND฀A฀SOMETIME฀ACTOR�฀AS฀WELL฀
AS฀A฀DRAMATIST�฀(E฀WROTE฀HIS฀PLAYS฀FROM฀DEEP฀WITHIN฀HIS฀INSTITUTION�฀ONE฀IN฀
WHICH฀HE฀KNEW฀THAT฀HIS฀WORDS฀WOULD฀BE฀STAGED฀AND฀RESTAGED฀BY฀A฀SHIFTING฀
GROUP฀OF฀PROFESSIONAL฀ACTORS฀ON฀PARTICULAR�฀CONSTANTLY฀CHANGING฀OCCASIONS�฀฀
0ERHAPS�฀IN฀HIS฀RETIREMENT�฀HAD฀HE฀LIVED฀LONGER฀n฀HE฀DIED฀AT฀ONLY฀lFTY
TWO฀n฀฀
HE฀WOULD฀HAVE฀GIVEN฀THOUGHT฀NOT฀MERELY฀TO฀HIS฀REAL฀ESTATE฀INVESTMENTS฀
BUT฀TO฀A฀DIFFERENT฀PART฀OF฀THE฀ESTATE฀HE฀WOULD฀LEAVE฀TO฀HIS฀HEIRS�฀HE฀MIGHT฀
HAVE฀ATTEMPTED฀TO฀CAST฀EACH฀OF฀HIS฀PLAYS฀IN฀WHAT฀HE฀THOUGHT฀WAS฀ITS฀IDEAL�฀
lNAL฀FORM� ฀/R฀PERHAPS฀NOT�฀7E฀SIMPLY฀DO฀NOT฀KNOW�

6ICKERS฀IS฀HAUNTED฀BY฀WHAT฀HE฀CALLS฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀ilRST�฀SUPERBLY฀CON

STRUCTED฀VERSIONw฀OF฀+ING฀,EAR�฀(E฀ IS฀CONVINCED฀ THAT฀HE฀CAN฀SALVAGE฀ IT฀
FROM฀THE฀VANDALISM฀DONE฀BY฀ITS฀lRST฀EDITORS�฀AND฀HE฀BELIEVES฀THAT฀HIS฀OWN฀
CONTEMPORARY฀ENEMIES฀ARE฀STANDING฀IN฀THE฀WAY฀OF฀BOTH฀SCIENTIlC฀TRUTH฀
AND฀AESTHETIC฀PERFECTION�฀,IKE฀MOST฀"ARDOLATORS�฀)฀SHARE฀THE฀DAYDREAM฀
OF฀THE฀MASTER฀TEXT�฀BUT฀ IT฀ IS฀NOT฀AT฀ALL฀CLEAR฀THAT฀3HAKESPEARE฀SHARED฀IT�฀
AND฀NOTHING฀IN฀6ICKERS�S฀ELABORATE฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀MISTAKEN฀PAPER฀ESTIMATES�฀
STUPID฀ACTORS�฀AND฀CONNIVING฀SCHOLARS฀GETS฀US฀A฀JOT฀CLOSER฀TO฀A฀VERSION฀HE฀
BELLIGERENTLY฀ INSISTS฀MUST฀ONCE฀HAVE฀EXISTED�฀7HAT฀WE฀HAVE฀INSTEAD฀ARE฀
THE฀IMPERFECT�฀UNCERTAIN฀EARLY฀SEVENTEENTH฀CENTURY฀PRINTED฀TRACES�

!S฀FOR฀THE฀SCIENTIlC฀METHOD฀6ICKERS฀PROUDLY฀THINKS฀HIS฀WORK฀EXEM

PLIlES�฀THE฀mAWS฀MERCILESSLY฀EXPOSED฀BY฀HIS฀CRITICS฀ARE฀ONLY฀A฀PART฀OF฀THE฀
PROBLEM�฀!฀DEEPER฀ISSUE฀HAS฀TO฀DO฀WITH฀HIS฀CRAVING฀FOR฀THE฀4HING฀)TSELF�฀
lXED฀IN฀ITS฀FORM฀AND฀STRIPPED฀OF฀THE฀CRUEL฀DISTORTIONS฀OF฀TIME฀AND฀PLACE�฀
4HAT฀CRAVING฀SEEMS฀TO฀ME฀FUNDAMENTALLY฀¤NCOMPATIBLE฀WITH฀THE฀NATURE฀
OF฀THE฀LIVING฀THEATER฀AND฀OF฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀PARTICULAR฀GENIUS฀IN฀FASHIONING฀
TEXTS฀THAT฀LEND฀THEMSELVES฀TO฀CEASELESS฀METAMORPHOSIS�

)T฀IS฀INCOMPATIBLE฀TOO฀WITH฀HOW฀THE฀DISTINGUISHED฀HISTORIAN฀OF฀SCIENCE฀
(ELGA฀.OWOTNY�฀IN฀HER฀BOOK฀4HE฀#UNNING฀OF฀5NCERTAINTY฀� 	�฀CHAR

ACTERIZES฀MODERN฀SCIENCE�฀AN฀ENTERPRISE฀BUILT฀ON฀THE฀UNDERLYING฀PREMISE�฀

฀4HE฀STRONGEST฀RECENT฀ARGUMENT฀FOR฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀INTEREST฀IN฀HIS฀PLAYS฀AS฀FREE
STAND

ING฀WORKS฀OF฀LITERATURE฀IS฀,�฀%RNE�฀3HAKESPEARE฀AS฀,ITERARY฀$RAMATIST�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AM

BRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀/N฀THE฀TRANSFORMATION฀OF฀3HAKESPEARE�S฀SCRIPTS฀INTO฀BOOKS�฀
SEE฀%RNE�฀3HAKESPEARE฀AND฀THE฀"OOK฀4RADE�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀
$�!�฀"ROOKS�฀&ROM฀0LAYHOUSE฀TO฀0RINTING฀(OUSE�฀$RAMA฀AND฀!UTHORSHIP฀IN฀%ARLY฀-ODERN฀
%NGLAND�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀'�฀%GAN�฀4HE฀3TRUGGLE฀FOR฀3HAKE

SPEARE�S฀4EXT�฀4WENTIETH
#ENTURY฀%DITORIAL฀4HEORY฀AND฀0RACTICE�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NI
฀
VERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀$�3�฀+ASTAN�฀3HAKESPEARE฀AND฀THE฀"OOK�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVER
฀
SITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀:�฀,ESSER�฀2ENAISSANCE฀$RAMA฀AND฀THE฀0OLITICS฀OF฀0UBLICATION�฀2EADINGS฀IN฀
THE฀%NGLISH฀"OOK฀4RADE�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀3�฀-ASSAI�฀3HAKE

SPEARE฀AND฀THE฀2ISE฀OF฀THE฀%DITOR�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀AND฀
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AS฀SHE฀PUTS฀IT�฀THAT฀iIT฀COULD฀BE฀OTHERWISEw� ฀4HE฀CREATIVE฀UNCERTAINTY฀
OF฀SCIENCE�฀SHE฀WRITES�฀iTHRIVES฀ON฀AMBIVALENCEw�฀IT฀SUSPENDS฀ROUTINE�฀IT฀
BATTENS฀ON฀THE฀UNEXPECTED�฀IT฀INSISTS฀THAT฀THE฀ENORMOUS฀AMOUNTS฀OF฀DATA฀
THAT฀ARE฀COLLECTED฀AND฀CLASSIlED฀DEPEND฀UPON฀INTERPRETATION�฀SO฀THAT฀IT฀
IS฀ALWAYS฀iLEFT฀TO฀THE฀USER฀TO฀lGURE฀OUT฀WHAT฀THEY฀MEANw�฀&OR฀ALL฀OF฀THESE฀
REASONS�฀SCIENCE฀HAS฀BEEN฀SPECTACULARLY฀SUCCESSFUL฀IN฀OFFERING฀INSIGHTS฀INTO฀
COMPLEX฀ADAPTIVE฀BIOLOGICAL฀SYSTEMS�฀SYSTEMS฀THAT฀ARE฀iOPEN�฀NON
LINEAR�฀
AND฀SELF
ORGANIZEDw�฀)T฀HAS฀A฀POWERFUL฀BEARING฀AS฀WELL฀ON฀COMPETITIVE฀
ENTERPRISES฀COMMITTED฀TO฀CEASELESS฀INNOVATION�฀ENTERPRISES฀WHOSE฀PROlT฀
ARISES�฀AS฀THE฀ECONOMIST฀&RANK฀(YNEMAN฀+NIGHT฀PUT฀IT฀ALMOST฀A฀CEN

TURY฀AGO�฀iOUT฀OF฀THE฀INHERENT�฀ABSOLUTE฀UNPREDICTABILITY฀OF฀THINGS�฀OUT฀OF฀
THE฀SHEER�฀BRUTE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀RESULTS฀OF฀HUMAN฀ACTIVITY฀CANNOT฀BE฀ANTICI

PATEDw�

.OWOTNY฀USES฀iTHE฀CUNNING฀OF฀UNCERTAINTYw฀TO฀CHARACTERIZE฀SUCH฀lELDS฀
AS฀GENETIC฀ENGINEERING�฀BIG
DATA฀CULTUROMICS�฀ECONOMIC฀MODELING�฀AND฀
THE฀LIKE�฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀A฀CONCEPT฀THAT฀PERFECTLY฀CHARACTERIZES฀THE฀FASCINATION฀฀
OF฀3HAKESPEARE฀AND�฀SPECIlCALLY�฀THE฀ELUSIVE฀AND฀ASTONISHING฀mEXIBILITY฀OF฀฀
THE฀3HAKESPEAREAN฀TEXT�฀%ACH฀OF฀HIS฀GREAT฀PLAYS฀IS฀AN฀ADAPTIVE�฀OPEN฀SYSTEM�฀
COMPLEX�฀UNlXED�฀AND฀UNPREDICTABLE�฀3HAKESPEARE฀WAS฀THE฀MASTER฀OF฀
CREATIVE฀UNCERTAINTY฀AND฀HENCE฀OF฀ONGOING�฀VITAL฀CULTURAL฀MOBILITY�฀(IS฀
ENDURING฀ACHIEVEMENT฀THRIVES฀ON฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀NOT฀AND฀HAS฀NEVER฀
BEEN฀iTHE฀ONE฀+ING฀,EARw�

!�฀-URPHY�฀3HAKESPEARE฀IN฀0RINT�฀!฀(ISTORY฀AND฀#HRONOLOGY฀OF฀3HAKESPEARE฀0UBLISHING�฀
#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �฀

฀(�฀.OWOTNY�฀4HE฀#UNNING฀OF฀5NCERTAINTY�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀0OLITY�฀ �฀P�฀ �฀

#AN฀7E฀%VER฀-ASTER฀+ING฀,EAR�


