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Ircdustrial archeology

Andrea Carandini

The author suggests that in-
dusttial archeologY should be
understood as the archeologY of
societies which have exPerienced
and are experiencing the industrial
revolution and capitalistic industri
alization. Its confines therefore
include sffuctural Ptoduction as

well as superstiuctural production,
productive work as well as un-
productive work, gte^t monu-
mental stfuctufes as well as Poof
goods, but they do not extend to
ihose events previous to the 18th
centurv which precede the fii'st
signs 'of the tiansf ormation of
productive sÍuctures in a capital-
istic sense. In ltaly, which exPe-

rienced this process about a cen-

tuty after the first industrialized
nations, the suPPorters of this
docmine will meet their match,
apart from limited excePtions,
onlv after the Giolitti period. The
new doctrine must consider social

and capitalistíc reproduction from
a partièular Poínt of view: that of
material culture. It is a question
of interests at oPPosite Poles to
the history of art and which con-
sist in a new way of reconstruct-
ing history by. in the first instan-
ce, statting from the materials
pre-eminenily considered under
the aspect of work.

discussion about ildusrial at'
cheology from a purely Preserua-
tive point of viev-, amPlY rePre-
sented at the mceting bY the in-
tervention o{ the English, to a

nev/ phase of ProPositions in
which it is being outlined as an

autonomous scientific studY. The
article reviews the most interesting
reports, including those by F. Bat-
tisti and A. Caracciolo which have
tackled the problem of the defini-
tion of historical grounds of re-
search, that by B. Fortt'et (Birth
ot' Industrial SPace: the Arsenals
ol the Nauy), the one by Ch. De-
vlllers (Industrial Archeology or
the Crisis ol Historical Monu-
ments), that by A. Canndtni (Ar-
cheology and Material Culture)
and, lastly, that by G. Tecce Pro-
posing the establishment and the
purpoìes of a Museum of Science
and rùflotk.

Industrial drcheology in the
Venetian 6rea: lrom the
plant of Niccolò Tron (ca.

1726) to Alessandro Ros-

si's << tall factory > (1862)

Franco Barbieri

The essay traces the vicissitudes
of the Rossi di Schio \X/oolen Mill,
founded by Francesco Rossi in
I8l7-19 which became, under the
ditection of this son Alessandro,
the first " Iargc Italian industry "'
In his youth a symPathizer o[ Ri-
sorgimento movements, Alessan-
dro matured far from ihe conser-

vative cultural atmosPhere o{ Vi
cenza, ín contact with the eco-

nomic and political circles of the
most advanced indust riaI countries-
France, Belgium and above all
Ensland-where he was also able
to Zb.orb the utopistic and moral
excitement of the social docmines
of Saint-Simon and Fourier. Not
only the economic success but also

rhe-building growth of the Woo-
len Mill are the signs of his strong
personality as founder ol industri-
àl ideology in Italy. The essaY

Working-class uillages at
Terni

Silvia Bordini

The two proiects for working-
class disricti, elaborated {or the
Terni Society. were drawn uP in
1906 and in 1911 and formed Patt
of the picture of social reforms
and public works which characte-
rize 

- the Giolitti Period. The
projects $rete not carried out, ne-

,r"tih"l"rr they ate interesting be-

cause thev reveal two different
ways of intending workers' hous-
ins. not so much for that regard-
in! buildins, tvpologv as {or the
difr'erent reiationshi! established
with the city: one (1906) is Plan-
ned as an integtal Part of it, the
other (1911) would have been, on
the contrary, an autonomous in-
stallation directly connected to the
indusrial area.

The places and f orms of
technical and scientific
knowledge: industrial ar'
cheology

Giusi Rapisarda

A reflection on the meeting
< The archeology of industrY and
industrial archeology >> (Rome,

Octobet 1978), Ptomoted bY the
Lazio division of the Italian So-

cietv for Industrial ArcheologY
and by the Britislr Council, which
has cóntributed to increasing the
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examines first of all the construc-
tion in neo-classic style, planned
perhaps by Carlo Barreca even
during the times o{ Francesco Ros-
si, but rcalized by Alessandro in
1849; then the large six-floot
building cal1ed the < tall {actory >
planned in the < indusrial style >

by an anonymous Belgían archi
tect from Verviers and finished in
1862; Iastly the buildings for the
theare and the library and above
all the park in the English style
(1859), all works of the architect
from Vicenza Antonio Caregaro
Negrin, almost a contemporary of
Rossi and a perfect interpreter
of his social ideology. The co-
ordinating centre of the whole in-
dustrial complex, the park, with
its false ruins, its theaffical sce-
nery, the caves and the wooded
scenes, seems to be an unexpected
evasive pause, a subtle alternation
of reality and make-believe and in
strident contrast with the bare
functionality of the sumounding
industial buildings. As Rossi is
in the van in the conservarive mi-
lieu in Vicenza, so Caregaro Negrin
rejects the sufiocating Palladian
style which rules in Vicenza to
fol1ow the foot-steps of Selvatico
and Camillo Boito in the wise
eclectic recovery of historic styles,
with a clear predilection for those
linked to the communal Italian
experience. His collaboration with
Rossi reaches its culm ina r.ion in
1872 with the construction of the
workers' village < Nuova Schio >,

The industrial architectule
ol the \Yoolen Mlll <V.8.
F.lli Bona > in Carign(tno:
6 practical history ot' re-use

Luciano Re

Making an accurate historical
fe-construction of the Íansforma-
tions undergone by this factory
in Carignano also means giving an
example of hou' industial arche-
ology can furnish methodological
instruments and indispensable
practices in setting in motion con-
crete programs for a community
which intends binding its own
operative choices to its own his-

torical identity. Installed in the
gtounds of a baroque monastery,
partly desroying and partly using
its former structuÍes (1880), the
Woolen Mill was bought in 1887
by the Bona brothers who started
an uninterrupted process of enlar-
gement, of functional reconstruc-
tion ?,nd of buildíng transfor-
mation culminating only at the
end of the 20's when the industri
a1 complex reached its actual, no-
table dimensíons. After productive
began to be trans{emed gradually
to a new suburban plant in the
50's, the old building fel1 into
disuse and appears today as a big,
compact building complex, right
in the centre of baroque, 18th
century Carignano, completely
closed and inaccessible along its
perimeter and notched against the
sky by the differences in height
of the various parrs of the factory.
The essay analyses the complex
stratification of building forms in
factories, the specific, important
interest of which doesn't consist
only in single episodes but rather
in their intertwining and becoming
stratified, ofiering an extraordinary
testimony of the history oi the
woolen industry in Turin and of
the local technical and cultural
ttadition. An exceptional historical
document, therefore, which impo-
ses a solution for re-use which
protects it entirely in all its con-
sistency.

The Birra Peroni plant in
the Salario area in Rome

Alberto M. Racheli

A reconsttuctive study of the
iter of the lay-out of the Birra
Peroni plant in Rome, from the
applications for a building permit
(1901,-2) to the real work which
was prolonged with various am-
plifications from 1904 to t922.
The factory, which rises on the
grounds o{ Vi1la Capizucchi, a

short distance from the Aurelian
Walls, is composed of varíous
buildings planned by the architect
G. Giovannoni (some of the later
realizations have been vulgaúzed
by the intervention of the engineer

Palopoli). The various stages in
consftuction are analysed in their
chronological order, through fo-
cusing the various solutions de-
vised ro balance architecton.ic re-
quirements and " utilitarian " mo-
tives. Particular attention is given
to the relationship between the
building complex and the Salario
area in which it rises. In the ap,
pendix, in partícular, the history
of the plant in relation to vafious
urbanistic projects is outlined and
a quick intervention by the Town
Council to begin looking for a

solution in salvaging through re-
use of the building complex, the
productive activity of which cea-
sed in 1971, is'urged.

Ciuic building in Rotne and
research in the nrchiues

Lorenzina Gallo

The Capitoline Archives soon
will place at the disposition of
scholars the analytical inventory

" Titolo 54 ,, concerning civic
building in Rome. The prelimi
nary remarks published here hope
to clarify the methodology fo11o-

wed in the arangement o{ the
material, the reference criteria and,
above all, to give an otientation
on the subject and the historic
reasons for its formation. It is
explained that in the Capitoline
Archives, for anything concerning
this subject, documents previous
to 1848 have not been included:
for these one must turn to the
Archives of the Roman State; that
the < Titolo 54 > comprises docu-
ments about Roman conslruction
from 1848 to 79t4 and that, for
the period from 1887 to L929, it
is seconded by the < rubrica del
colonello >, background for the
Building Inspectorate, then the
15th Division. The type of docu-
mentation saved changes according
to the building tegulations in for-
ce. Extremely poor, for example,
is the accompanying documenta-
tion up to about 1870, in obser-
vance of the Cardinal of Somaglia's
decree of 9.5.t826-a decree
which ofiers an interesting testi
mony of unexpected actuality.
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